Speaking of Jesus — Is Speaking The Gospel

_

Who is Jesus - Just a man, great teacher, myth, God? It is interesting to hear what others think of Jesus.
Interesting to examine what we think. But, if we really want to know the truth about Jesus - we need to go to Jesus.
What does Jesus say about Jesus - Who was He, why did He come to this earth?

. 1) Jesus says -  am God

2) Jesus says - As God, I have come to proclaim and enact the gospel - my gospel.

The whole goal of this new series “Speaking of Jesus” is to inspire and equip Christ followers to speak of
Jesus. So we must begin this series with being clear on who is Jesus - according to Jesus. To that end - we are going
to begin with a simple yet profound truth.

When we speak of Jesus — we are speaking the gospel story. Reversed - it remains true.

When we speak the gospel story — we are speaking of Jesus.

According to Jesus - you can’t separate these two. Jesus is the gospel - the gospel is Jesus. So it begs the question ...

What is the gospel?

As simply and succinctly as you can — how would you answer the question: What is the gospel?

Your story can be used to tell what the gospel is, but your story is not the gospel. It is good news - but, good news
about what? The gospel is good news that God loves us. Yes — but the gospel is not just that God loves you. It is about
heaven - but it is not just that we can go to heaven. So, what is the gospel?

01.The gospel (JESUS) is the redemption story of God at work in all of history.

“the time is fulfilled” “the kingdom of God is at hand” — both these phrases speak to the idea that God has been
at work from eternity past — but something — the kingdom — is beginning to come about NOW! What is the kingdom?
The kingdom of God - is the way things were meant to be: where God rules & we share the love and joy of God the
Father, Son, and Spirit they have known for eternity.

Why is Jesus saying - the kingdom of God has come -repent and believe the gospel? Because things didn’t stay
the way they were meant to be. Something happened to the kingdom.

¢ Creation — The way things were meant to be
¢ Fall — The way things were meant to be were broken in us and in this world
¢ Redemption — A redeemer comes to make all things right
¢ Restoration — The kingdom will be fully restored — the way things were meant to be
Sometimes it is hard to wrap our heads and heart around this - so we need a simple picture. Let me try and give

you one irom the Lion Kmi Almost all Dlsnei stories are redemption stories: creation, fall, redemption, restoration.

- The gospel (JESUS) is the epic story of God at work in all of history to redeem His kingdom - where God rules &
we share the love and joy of God the Father, Son, and Spirit they have known for eternity.

- The crux of the gospel story is Jesus’ His life, death, and resurrection.



with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, The

“scriptures” tell of God’s redemption story thru history to send Jesus!

How do we see the gospel as amazingly great and good news? We have to know the truth of the gospel
and be awed by it often. Look with me at the work of Christ - or the gospel of God.

02.The work of Christ or the gospel is amazingly great and good news for us now ...
Gospel (Gk. “uangelion”) good news in reference to some event that has occurred.
It was used by the culture in two predominate ways — 1) good news of any ordinary nature that makes the listeners
really happy, 2) extremely good news from a messenger that a battle or war has been won that spares the nation of
slavery or death. Jesus borrowed this word known to his culture and filled it. The messenger was called an evangelist.

- because we are no longer hopelessly doomed in this life and the life to come.

The gospel is not great and good if we don’t believe the bad news. Do
you believe you are God’s enemy - a part from Jesus? God says - yes, you are not just bad - evil!

- because in Christ we are completely forgiven and accepted by God.

- because evil is destroyed forever - one day we will be fully restored to how we were meant to be (even creation
will be restored).

Why is the gospel not great and good news? 1) We forget what God has done

2) We make ourselves the hero of the stor




The gospel is: the good news that God has acted in history through the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus to: reconcile hopeless sinners to Himself now, conquer evil, and redeem His fallen
creation.

What is our or other’s response to Jesus — who calls us to repent and believe His gospel?
01.1 believe in God — but, | believe my rescue requires something on my part.
e God helps those who help themselves. I need to learn to love better, pray more, and help others.
e The cross is an example of how I am to live in this life and what God expects of me.
e [ need help - not a savior. I'm not that bad.
e Ultimately - I won’t say this - but I believe I must rescue myself.

02.Don’t care or don’t believe there is God that | need to be reconciled to.
e [ will be my own god.

03.1 believe Jesus — | must repent of saving myself or ignoring God — and trust the gospel alone to
reconcile me to God now and forever.
Jesus alone can rescue you and I - this is amazingly good and great news.
The only thing you bring to your salvation is the sin that made it necessary — William Temple.
What you get - God and his life. His love and joy that has been shared for eternity with Father,
Son, & Spirit.
This is the gospel, why it is such great & good news - God who had everything - gave up everything,
So, we who had nothing - could have everything in Jesus.
e Whatis your response?
e Have you repented and believed the gospel? Have you turned from rescuing yourself, helping God, or
being your own God - and trusted Jesus alone to rescue you - reconcile you to God?
LET'S PRAY!

Believers
You are not speaking of Jesus if you are not speaking of God’s gospel or the gospel story.

When we speak the gospel story — we are speaking of Jesus. Let’s tell his story!

Let’s learn together how to speak of Jesus - how to engage others in the gospel story.
It is not hard, kids can do it. But, I do believe there are things we must learn together. And even more, |
believe that are heart and soul must be moved and captured by the gospel. It must become amazingly
great and good news to us or - we will not speak of Jesus much. Next week, we will begin there together.

Today -join us on this journey to become the church God longs for us to be that speaks the gospel
story in all of life. Join us in and let’s be a part of something great together - speaking of Jesus.



