Declaring the word / view from the summit - II

What is the church suppose to be? ... and be about?

At the Summit we have taught from day 1: the church is the body of Christ that exist for God’s purposes in this world.
| want to ask the question again — and ask you — which group best fits the actions of your life. Not which category
do you think is true? 1 am asking this according to your day-to-day actions — which group lines up with your life?

This series - “A View from the Summit” is a vital moment in our life as a church. Why?

I believe this is one of those moments in history that has vital implications for generations to come. Our
world and our country are in great turmoil and confusion. And this is one of those moments when the
church has the opportunity to define history by the person & work of Jesus ... or history will define Jesus.

| want to be a part of the church of Jesus Christ that defines history — that brings real hope and change to
bear through the person and work of Jesus. The church is not a place or an entity that exists to primarily meet
my needs or our needs. If we live this way — if you live out this belief — you and I will see history define Jesus
in our generation. And that definition will not be good or right. But I believe God is greater - as is his church.
For we are His living body and Jesus is the head. And, we exist for His grand redemption plan that is greater
and more powerful than the chaos and confusion we live in today.

This is a vital moment in our life as a church. In this series, “A View from the Summit” We want to:
Invite you to see the beauty and power of God in his church and join Jesus in his grand redemption plan.

- Remind all of us who are a part of God's church and this church family, who we are and what we have committed
to be about.

Each week we are unpacking one of our 5 Values. 5 Values Logos These Values help us define and live out our
mission with clarity and focus. Our value today: Declaring the Word (Iogo). I believe the devaluing of this
charge to the church is one of the reasons that more and more - Jesus is being defined by the history of this day
and less and less - Jesus is defining history. We believe:

When the Word is declared - we are transformed by the gospel.

That is-when we declare the Word: our brokenness is engaged and changed by the goodness of God in Christ.

When the word is declared - people are changed, we are transformed by the gospel.

01. What does it mean to “Declare the Word?
“Declaring the Word"” is explaining and applying the very words of God so lives are transformed through
the power of the gospel and the Holy Spirit of God. (preaching and teaching - big and small groups)

02. How do we “Declare the Word” here at The Summit? (Specifically. how do we facilitate “declaring ...”
(everyone) Sunday Worship, Steps, Summit University Classes, (children and students) Engage Student

Ministry, Summit Kids, (preaching training) Preaching Cohort, Summit Pastoral Residency
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03. Why do we “declare the Word”?

o We (as the church of the Living God) are charged by God. (“In the presence of God and Jesus Christ” - who
came and will come again to judge all. This phrase means God who reigns over all men - is declaring this
charge through Paul to Timothy.) Since we are his disciples - followers of Jesus Christ - we seek to obey!

e We believe the Word is ...

- God breathed, that it comes from God not men.

- All about Jesus and His work — which is the gospel.

- The living words of God that expose and transform us. (This isn’t history. This is God’s active voice that
is just as relevant and powerful now in our lives as it was when it was spoken.)
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e We are charged to preach and teach so the gospel can transform lives.

- Preach - to declare the word to call all people to repent and believe in the gospel.
- Teach - to declare the word to equip God’s people to live in and for the gospel.

* Reprove — to show sin and the death of its way, to show the beauty of Jesus and the life of His way / So we
will turn from our sin and turn to Jesus.

Most people never change and are never transformed because they never repent - the
WU u )RS orry they got caught, sorry they are so messed up, sorry.

Without repentance and belief in Jesus - we cannot know and be with God. We will never know
the removal of shame and guilt and never change.
Have you place your soul in the hands of God.

Like Brian said last week, the Word says in Col 2:6, as we came to Christ continue.
We are to live in repentance and faith and the WORD puts the beauty of Christ in focus and the
ugliness of our sin in clear view. Outside the word — we believe lies and walk toward death.

* Rebuke - plead to stop our death walk.
* Encourage - inspire, equip, and come alongside to pour courage into us to walk in the gospel. Repent and
believe - "walk in this."




* Patience — with love and grace waiting on God to bring change. We are called to remember that the Spirit
alone does the work of God in people. So be patient and steadfast - God is at work. Don’t give up and don’t
get anxious or mad. God is at work.

e We are charged to declare the Word with a sense of urgency.
Let’s apply this whole passage and value for us all today.

- Time is of the essence for our world. - _ He's coming!

* App. - We will continue to preach and teach the gospel. that declares the death and destruction
in our sin and rebellion and calls people to the beauty and power of Jesus.

- Always be preparing as a pastor/teacher and preparing new pastor teachers. _
* App. - We will continue to equip teachers and pastors to declare the Word.
Are you called to teach children, youth, adults? Is there something in you as a part of the body of
Christ that wants to help people be equipped to walk in repentance and belief in the gospel? If so - let us

know and we can help train you.
Are you called to preach? Know someone who is? We will continue to train pastor/elders and church

planters to preach and teach the word of God.

- Time is of the essence in our community, our country, and our world. _
* Many are listening to someone that offers hope but that hope has nothing to do with the words of God.

* Even when people are listening to preachers, the most listened to and read pastors - declare a gospel that
says our faith, our works, our actions - God gives healing, change, and transformation. These are a lie.
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from these men or women - stop. They are not declaring the true gospel to you from God’s word.

* App. - We all need to hear the WORD of God that declares the gospel - for we are all

broken and we all need to be transformed - changed!
Are you regularly hearing the Word declared and living in relationship with a body of Christ that can
help you walk in repentance and belief in the gospel.

I truly believe this is one of those moments in history that has vital implications for generations to come. The
church of Jesus Christ has the opportunity to define history by the person and work of Jesus or history will
define Jesus. | want to be a part of the church of Jesus Christ that defines history — that brings real hope and
change to bear through the person and work of Jesus.

Let’s join together and continue to declare and listen to Word — that transforms us through the gospel.




