“SERVANT" CHRISTMAS EVE / SENT (ADVENT 2017)

Many companies today understand that people want

They

want — we want to be a part of something bigger, we want to make a difference in our community, our world. To that end - paid
time off to volunteer — to serve - is an increasingly common perk among employers. I read an article about 8 Forbes 500
companies that have distinguished themselves as the best at doing this. These are the top 2 I read about.

Something in our soul is moved when we see people helping, serving others — or when we get served by
another.
Maybe this is what is makes Christmas — that is the real story of Christmas — so moving to us.

800 years ago - God told us the real story of Christmas - why He SENT His son - Jesus.
God came to serve us. He came to be LIGHT to all (nations) in the darkness and brokenness of this
world.

God came, not just to give direction or be an exam, but to rescue us in our darkness - our brokenness, w
his life.

God came to serve us: Absurd! To rescue us. Crazy! With His Life! Stunning! This is the real story of
Christmas!

nd now, God sends us w Christ — to serve w
Christ in this world. Those that are Christ followers - He sends to serve others so they can know The Servant -
Jesus.
During the whole of Advent — we have been talking about this idea of “SENT”. Today — on the eve of the day we
celebrate Christ’s arrival — his coming in flesh to serve us. May we truly grasp why God has called us to serve with
Him.

As we serve - others encounter The Servant - who has rescued us and brought us into Light.
care, help, Jesus the very presence of God.

So, | want to ask one simple question -

How do we serve others — so they encounter The Servant? (Jesus)
* Do for others
- Physically — help them. Do something they can’t, (rake, mow, change bulbs, shovel snow) Do
something that will meet a need (meal, pick up kids, help out when some one is sick — ook, observe a
need and meet it together)

- Financially — help them — Do something they can’t (pay a bill, buy groceries, buy a gift for another
person for them) Do something that will meet a need (all of the above — write them a check, etc)

Listen to others

- To their story — In micro pieces (what, when, where — ask questions and listen to pieces of their life. Where are
you from, where did you grow up, siblings, your parents, your school, fun Christmas memories, hard memories of
the holidays)



_God serving us — absurd — humbling — amazing!

hy do we serve? When we humbly give ourselves to others we give the most vivid picture of Jesus we
can give. Humility is not just gentleness or meekness. It demands vulnerability, the willingness to be hurt. It is
readiness to go unnoticed, to be last, to receive the least. Humility offers nothing in the way of peace as the
orld gives. Yet it pictures the way of Christ and the person of Christ better than any other word or action.
Because Jesus is a Servant who did all this for us — and still does. As such — when we as Christ followers serve
we bring the very person of Christ — Christ the servant King to bear on people’s life and soul — and he even
comes to bear on our soul!

Pray for others

By “Praying for others” — we are asking God to take our very natural “doing” and “listening” — and do
something supernatural. We are asking God to bring his life changing light — his presence to bear on others.

Prayer connects us and our service to God — so we are serving with
Christ — revealing Christ. Without Him — the darkness — well the darkness and brokenness of this world is
just too much.

1) Nothing we do in our serving can breathe the life of God, the light of God into another person.

“that my salvation may reach o the'end of the'earthy’ This is his salvation; not ours, only God gives

rescues.

2) And to be totally clear - nothing you or | can do in service to others — can rescue us either. We don’t
serve FOR salvation. We don’t serve For God’s acceptance, to gain his favor, and or to get a place with
God.

“hat'my salvation' may reach to the end.oftheearthy, End of the earth — means we are all in need of
saving.
And if it is God’s salvation — we cannot save others or ourselves with our service.

So — heaven, the light had to come to us — to overwhelm the darkness. The prince of heaven, God’s
own Son — stepped out of heaven. He laid down eternity - and put on humanity — to come to serve us.
God came to serve us. He didn’t come to give us an example of how to live. He didn’t come to tell us how
to get to God. He didn’t come to condemn us for our lives. Rather, he came to take our condemnation — so
we could be with God — now! The prince of heaven — came to us — to bring us to Him.

Sometimes music has a way of saying things, words alone cannot. Listen & hear again the real story of
Christmas.

Response
We don’t serve FOR salvation, FOR God’s acceptance, FOR His love or to keep His favor.

Has this been your life — serving — when you could, when you saw a need, to help others — but also believing
this was FOR your salvation, it would help your acceptance before God, or keep you in His favor?

If so — you are trusting in your service for your salvation — for your rescue — to be right with God.
Have you ever — trusted your acceptance, your right standing before God to Jesus’ service alone?
He came as the Light into this dark and broken world — for yours and my broken and sinful heart.

The perfect Servant - took on our condemnation.

The perfect Servant - gave us His perfect life.

The perfect Servant - died to bring us to God because there was and is nothing we can do to make us
right.

This isn’t about making a better version of you in 2018 — God wants to make a new you — with Him in you!
He served us — to bring us to live with the LIGHT, in the joy and love God’s very presence.

Have you ever — trusted your acceptance, your right standing before God to Jesus’ service alone?



Will you trust your soul to Jesus’ service — and not yours now? Here’s how ...

* | am broken — sinful — in need of rescue. I'm not right before you. | have tried to rescue myself.
Jesus — | trust my soul to you — and your service to me alone. Your life, death, and resurrection.
* Rescue me. | believe only you can make me right before God.

Candle Lighting

In a few minutes — this whole room will be lit (word of encouragement — unlit candles lean in). And when
this whole room is lit — we are a living picture of what God calls us, invites us to be. When the body of
Christ allows The Servant to live through us, we become a city of light — an unquenchable — powerful light —
that contains the very presence of God.

And when we serve - others encounter The Servant — who has rescued us and brought us into Light.



