RESTORATION WORK

As God calls us to His restoring work — we must go in the gentleness of the Spirit.
01. We are called to join God in His restoring work.
02. We must go in the gentleness of the Spirit.

01.We are called to join God in His restoring work.

* We are called to join God in His restoring work for 1) the sinner and 2) the body.

(sin, rebellion). to be surprised & caught by a deadly trap. (pic- animal in trap)

® It is His work — not ours.

-When this is our work: we go in our wisdom, our time, our way, our words, and the hope we can

convince someone to turn. But — when [ know this is about soul work in another — I know this is God's work. He
alone can do soul-restoring work. This means - wow, we get to be a part and we have to go in the Spirit.

GALATIANS 6:1-5 (ESI0 1 .. you who are spiritual (not uber mature, in the Spirit) should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.

02.We must go in the gentleness of the Spirit.
® What is NOT restoring - “in the gentleness of the Spirit”?

(goand)  (Youmust) (You might get)
Broken Religion Confrontation = condemn > repent > gentleness

®* Why do we often try and just confront like a wrecking ball — with condemnation?

- | believe God is condemning (angry with) my current sin.
- | don’t functionally believe Jesus was condemned for all my sin.

- So, | carry the weight of my sin.
- So, YOU must carry the weight of your sin and some of mine.

(Il am) (I must) (I might get) (I see God as)
BR = condemned > repent > gentleness > cruel, unkind, vindictive

* How do we walk in the gentleness of the Spirit?



Submit to the Spirit - Prayer: God | submit to Your ways, Your power, Your covenant love
In submitting, we are believing God, who is gentle and just, will tenderly but surely turn back and restore his son
and daughter. We are not simply asking God to let us deal gently with people. No — much, much more.

Submit to the Spirit-Prayer: Help me believe the gospel that declares You are not cruel, unkind, vindictive.

(lam) (I must) (I might get) (Il see God as)

Br Rel = condemned > repent > gentleness > cruel, unkind, vindictive

The truth of the gospel is in this passage — calling us to believe & see how God has moved in love and justice so
He can gently restore us to Himself. 1) Jesus was humble. (3) He was something and became nothing.

2) In love - Jesus bore the unbearable burden of my sin. (2) John 13:34 He didn t just bear it he was crushed
under God s justice. At the cross, an exchange happened: our sin for Christ s righteousness. Now I’'m pleasing to
God. 3) This allows God to deal gently with me. (1) Power of the Spirit’s gentleness

Jesus was condemned (for my sin). So I get the gentleness of God. Which leads to repentance.

If God came and condemned us — we could only be punished!

1) This is the GOSPEL — and it is true of our rescue to God.

2) This GOSPL is also true of our restoration on a daily basis as a son or daughter of God caught in sin.

BC Jesus was condemned — Spirit comes in gentleness calling us back — his gentleness reminds us — I AM

pleasing, LOVED — we return to God. JE{RCRE0ALN QP (0 PO Tela 118 OO i1 i TN 0l g I8!

(Jesus was) (I get) (I can) (God is truly)
Gospel = condemned > gentleness > repent > merciful and just, gentle and truthful

SO NOW — I can go to others offering them the power of the gentleness of God’s Spirit that I am given.
Going in a spirit of gentleness means we give grace (the gospel) and not broken religion.

(bc Jesus was) (I go in Spirit's) (you can) (I reveal God as)
Gospel Restoration = condemned > gentleness > repent > merciful and just, gentle and truthful

* What will it look like to restore in the gentleness of the Spirit?

1. Community: Those closest, who can walk in the Spirit, should go first. This is the power and beauty of
gospel community.

_Membership is vital to this process. You have to know who is

committed to being a part of the family for this is where restoration / discipline occurs.
Membership Class / Part |, Il - April 23, 30 / 9 am, Sundays — join us in God’s rest. work!

2. Empathy: We speak and act with kindness-because we understand the weakness of our old nature.

3. Humility: We speak and act with meekness - because we are broken people that are daily being
restored by the gentleness of the Spirit.



GALATIANS 6:2 (ES\) Bear one another's burdens, and so fuffl the law of Christ. (John 15:34)

4. Love:
- Others will hear the truth of their sin but they will know they are being cared for & not condemned with
that truth. Gentleness does not mean - we do not confront sin. This is love: to warn & call to turn!

- Others will hear the truth of God'’s covenant love that says — “I am still pleased with you because Jesus
has taken all your guilt and shame. So come to me and let me restore you.”
Gentleness does mean we do not condemn, pronounce, punishment, heap shame.

If we are to join God in His restoring work — we must go in the gentleness of the Spirit.

Repent
- Confess: God | have seen you as cruel, unkind, vindictive, angry with me.

- Believe: The Cross shows Jesus condemned, gentleness offered, so | can repent.
- Turn: To God who is gentle and just, merciful and true.

Pray — for the gentleness of the Spirit for a believer who is caught in sin.

BLESSING — MATTHEW 11:28-20 (ESV)



