Together- Let’s Rest in His Work / Equipped to Serve — Bride of Christ Pray: Brandon/ Baptism/ Invite
during Advent

This is one picture of what it can be like serving together - as the body of Christ. It can be crazy, messy, thankless,
exhausting, encouraging and sometimes full of discouragement and pain - where we feel like everything we do is wrong.
On top of it all, we often forget or just don’t realize that we have an enemy in Satan who is real. And He is continuously
hurling accusations at us reminding us how ill equipped we really are and that we will never truly make a difference.

The only way we will be sustained and thrive in our call to serve our King and
His kingdom is - is by resting in the Grace of God. Last week God showed us that the purpose of our corporate
worship is to help one another rest deeper in the finished work of Christ - increasing our affection & devotion to God.
Today, we will see that it is from resting in His grace that we can be sustained & thrive in our call to serve our King &
His Kingdom. There is 1 big truth God has for us today. We will state it in the negative and positive as our two points.
01. Serving FOR grace and its rest — leads to strife and unrest.

02. Serving FROM grace and its rest — we thrive in our service together.

01. Serving FOR grace and its rest — leads to strife and unrest.

Serving FOR grace and its rest is when we serve believing our work should earn us something
with God or others. This is not how God calls us to serve because in Christ and his service we already have all of God’s
grace and the rest it gives our souls. It is ours. We don’t serve FOR this grace or rest. But when we do ...

1) We grow weary.

2) We get hopeless. We begin to believe the brokenness of this world is bigger than Jesus.

3) We call people to a gospel that says — you earn God’s grace — and its rest.

4) We begin to resent those we serve.

Before we go any further I want to point out how God’s grace is at work - even when we are
trying to earn it or serving for it. What do I mean?

God really builds up the Church at Corinth at the beginning of this letter. In ch 1, vv 5-9 he is encouraging,
celebrating, rejoicing in their lives. Seems like they have it all right and should just keep going like they are.



02.

But ... It doesn’t take long to see the church isn’t getting it right all the time. In the very next verse - 10 -

God points out there are divisions in the church over which leader to follow. In this book he rebukes them for -
1. Divisions 4. Marital chaos - treated covenant like a contract with a hired worker.
2. Sexual immorality the unchurch don’t engage in. 5. Using gifts without love!

3. Fighting & suing one another. Sounds tiring. 6. Jealousy over gifts and a tongues competitions in worship!
Sounds exhausting being a part of this church. (LT BERTS HLTAITTERR 1 g i AR 0 RV E e S ig0) o e
srace - trying to serve for God’s grace - will lead to strife and unrest in us and the body.

He understands the danger of serving together as the Church. It cost Jesus his life, covered him in our
guilt, shame, and sin, and divided and scattered his followers. Yet, it was His serving, His work that

iave us God’s irace. Let’s be clear what irace - God’s irace is.

Grace is a qift — an undeserved qift that comes by someone else’s work. In this case Jesus’ work.
God’s gracious gift is - His forgiveness, His presence, His joy, His acceptance and more - BECAUSE of
Jesus’ service — not ours.

Are you tired?

Serving FOR grace and its rest — leads to strife and unrest. It will beat us down and leave us full of the longing to
find rest in any and every place but Jesus and His finished work. And our striving will never end.

Serving FROM grace and its rest — we thrive in our service together.

What does God’s grace provide us in regards to being God’s servant? How does it help us thrive together?

1) God transforms our thoughts and actions to live in rest and help point others to the rest there is in God’s
grace. Resting in His grace - His work, dependent on him - we are desperate for Him to change us. When we are
depending on our work - we don’t even think about this.

2) God helps the body know and embrace the fullness of His gifts. Not every person gets every gift, but
together, we have every gift and everything we need in Christ. However, when we serve for God’s grace and his



rest - we start believing we are lacking because the enemy whispers these lies. We believe we are lacking
because

1) you are: you don’t have every gift & all power, 2) you don’t believe what you have in Christ is enough.
You don’t believe His power, His presence and His gifts for us - is enough. From grace, God helps us believe!

3) God moves us to believe He is at work — completing His work even when we cannot see it.
How many of us like to wait on anything?

When we serve from God’s grace - we like a farmer - live believing life as work under the soil of a person’s
heart - even when we can'’t see it. God moves this patience and hope into us - if you are waiting only in his
grace will your waiting turn to hope and belief not strife and unrest.

4) God fills us with a growing peace from Jesus’ work -even in the midst of never ending whispers.

e Not guilty - forever! Can you believe that today? In all our messed up motives for serving or just not serving
at all we have been declared NOT GUILTY - as we faith Christ’s life and death in our place.
BUT there is more ...

e Completely accepted by God — we are one with Jesus forever.
This judge has done more than just declare us not guilty, he has completely accepted us into His family -
bible calls its adoption. And in this adoption, we are united with Christ forever. We are His - forever.
This means - we serve alongside Jesus as he serves this world - drawing them to the rest in His grace.
His work and His service is perfect. With him, in him — we can’t mess it up. It may look rough ...

Our Savior is a perfect servant - that brought us perfect peace, rest with God through His work.
He is still serving - perfectly and we get to go in that rest, that grace - as we go with him (in fellowship).



Imagine serving From this position going forward. We can - together.

* Imagine an Olympic gymnast performing — knowing their score will win. They would kill it.

* Imagine competing on Amazing Race — knowing your effort would win. Freedom, fun, joy.

* Imagine joining Christ — serving alongside Him — knowing His effort, His work has already won the day. That
would allow you to serve, give, run — knowing all you do matters in Him and you can’t mess it up. Will you
grow physically tired serving with the King in his Kingdom. Yes — because serving is hard work. Working in
this broken world with your Savior is messy, hard, crazy, and tiring yes. BUTTTTTT — not tiring because you
wonder if you have done enough, or done it right. Tiring because you are human and we get tired. But serving
from his grace — we are know the fullness of his rest that transforms us, let’s us see all his gifts in the body,
moves us to believe he is work even when we can’t see it, and fills us with his peace — even amidst the never
ending whispers.

Serving FROM grace and its rest — we thrive in our service together.
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