“IMMEASURABLE RICHES"

Beauty - The true and exceeding riches of Christ for those in rags.

Beauty - moves us to adore something or someone

What if ... the beauty you have longed for your whole life — is in Jesus — is Jesus? (repeat)

Riches to Rags — this is the movement of God to us as we have seen so far in our Advent series.

I- God breaks 400 years of quiet and reminds us: He never stops speaking and never will. His message thru the
angel was the promise he spoke for 2000 yrs: | am coming to make all things right — and, I'm coming now.

Il — Last week, Almighty God steps out of the majesty of who He is and enters the humiliating form of a baby.
Riches became rags. He alone who is worthy of all - gave it all up - to come to make all things right.

111 — This week: Jesus the rich became rags so we could know the riches of God. What are the riches of God?
What if the riches of God — is the beauty you have longed for — and what if this beauty is in Jesus — is Jesus?

Would it change who you are and how you live? David, who God said was a man after His heart, said,

How would the beauty of Jesus change who we are and how we live?

Ephesians is a letter in God’s words to us that begins by detailing and describing the riches of God, the beauty of
God - given to us who were longing for beauty. It is the very truth of the beauty of Jesus in us.
01. The Beauty of Jesus in Us

Jesus is the means by which God gives us (blessing) the fullness of His beauty.
Jesus is the conduit for all God has for us in this life and the life to come. 15x’s in this passage the phrase “in
Christ or the equivalent is used. Why - all the beauty of Christ is given to us only by being “in Christ”.
How do we become “in Christ”? By trusting our soul to the person and work of Jesus as our only way to
be right and acceptable before God. Are you in Christ? Let’s make this personal.

e When we become “in Christ”, what are the immeasurable riches of Jesus’ beauty that God gives you
and |1? These gifts are not about what we do - these are who we ARE in Christ.

- In Christ, you are God’s chosen based on His love.



- In Christ, you are holy and blameless before God.

- In Christ, you are His adopted daughter/son - forever His.

- In Christ, you are living praise to the overwhelming greatness/glory of God.

- In Christ, you are free from the power of sin and death to be loved by your Father God.

- In Christ, you are being restored through the finished work of Christ.

- In Christ, you are an heir of a restored nature and life with God the Father, Son, and Spirit.




When we receive an amazing and beautiful gift that is beyond words from someone we don’t know - we
want to meet the giver because we want to know who gives this amazingly and beautifully.

Jesus is the means by which God gives us (blessing) the fullness of His beauty. Yes.

But, Jesus IS the fullness (the Blessing) of God’s beauty - and his Spirit lives in you!
Every gift - every bit of the riches of Christ’s beauty - is simply a reflection of the beauty of Christ in you!

02. The Beauty of Christ
e Jesusis The Blessing / The fullness of God’s beauty in one gift.

The blessing God promised for all people through Abraham - is Jesus. He is the fullness of all God longs to give
us. He is the fullness of ALL God’s beauty. Notice all beauty of Christ - we have received.

- Jesus is the Chosen One. / We are God’s chosen one because ...

He is the Chosen One. Chosen from
before time, before our rebellion, so we could become His chosen ones.

[t is part of the mystery and beauty of Jesus that he chose to come and make all things right before God
created the world. Before God did anything - The chosen one had made a choice.

Look at Jesus - the beautiful Chosen One is in you!

- Jesus is the Holy and Blameless One. / We are holy and blameless because ...

That account we had that was full on blame because of our unholy rebellion toward God - is now holy and
blameless because Jesus was deposited in our account — not some actions - Jesus. The beauty of this, we
will never be holy & blameless by our actions. But we will always be beautifully holy & blameless because
of Jesus. This is who He is! Look at Jesus - the beautiful Holy and Blameless One is in you!

- Jesus is God the Father’s “Beloved” Son. / We are God’s adopted daughter /son because ...

We are sons and daughters because Jesus is the beloved Son who was given up for us. And, because He was
oiven up, we share the share the beauty of the Father’s love for His one and only Son.

Jesus is Redeemer. / We are freed, redeemed from sin and death because ...

We are redeemed because HE IS REDEEMER. Like those Yazidi girls - we were hopelessly bound to be slaves
forever. They couldn’t free themselves & we couldn’t free ourselves. Only Jesus, by His life, could set us free.
The beauty of this - God doesn’t free you through His power or riches. God freed you through the
ugliness of His humble Son’s death. Look at Jesus - the beautiful Redeemer is in you!



- Jesus is Restorer. / We are heirs of a restored nature and life because ...

We know God’s will to restore all things in Christ — because Christ the Restorer is in us restoring now.

God is transforming us to reflect the beauty of Christ now. We aren’t just given gifts to make
us better people. We aren’t just given gifts to make us happy. We are given the riches of Christ’s
beauty - because God is changing us into the beautiful image of Christ through these gifts.

Christ in us, the Beauty of God in us, changes us - transforms us into His glorious beautiful image.

As we are changed - it changes our standard of beauty and the beauty we run after in this life. How?

Your standard of beauty is wrong.

Your standard of beauty must change to the person of Christ, who is the ultimate beauty.
** This changes as the beauty of Christ grows in us. The beauty of Christ grows because
we ask God, beg God to help us believe Christ alone is standard of beauty and the ultimate

beaui. As your standard of beauty chanies to Jesus - you will start to see the inner beauty of Christ.

And every year she will get more and more stunning to you internally and physically. In Christ - her
beauty will never fade and in Christ it will only grow.

As your standard of beauty changes to Jesus: You will see beautiful things in this world: a car, your new
baby, or a mountain for what they are: reflections of beauty that point us to the ultimate beauty in Jesus.
You will enjoy them and they will begin to make you see Jesus as even more beautiful.

Your standard of beauty must change to the person of Christ — who is the ultimate beauty.

What if the beauty you have longed for all your life — is in Jesus — is Jesus?

The beauty of Jesus in us changes who we are. (We have a beautiful new identity in Christ.)
The beauty of Jesus in us changes our standard of beauty. (We long to know the beauty of Christ.)

Maybe wanting to know Christ has always seemed like a chore or a boring biographical study. Maybe
trying to know him has never moved from your head to your heart. Here is the power of the beauty of Christ.
Beauty has a way of sneaking past our defenses - and getting right to our heart.

The truth of Christ is needed but it can often just be cold - but beauty that is true, that is real - allures.
And everything about Jesus is beautiful - His birth, his life of serving, his miracles, his teachings - even his
death and most certainly his resurrection is unquestionably beautiful - because all this gives us the Beautiful
One.

Make this your prayer today...
| repent for longing for ultimate beauty in everything and anything but you Jesus. (salvation)
| long for your beauty Jesus. | long for it to change me into your image.






