Faith That moves us to Honor All

When we show favoritism, we distort the beauty and power of Jesus.

When we honor (value) all, we give many a beautiful and powerful taste of Jesus.

Here the main truth or idea from this
passage again.

When we honor (value) all, we give many a beautiful and powerful taste of Jesus.

As God unfolds this truth, He is going to answer 4 questions:

01. How do we show favoritism?

02. Why does God despise favoritism?

03. Why does God love impartiality — or showing honor to alf?
04. How do we live showing honor to all — favoritism to none?

01. How do we show favoritism?

**prothers — means brothers and sisters in the bodi of Christ. He is sieakini here to the bOdi — not 'iust one.

When we honor or value one person over another, we show favoritism which is a sin against God.
God is declaring 1) this a rebellion against God - sin against His will and 2) this is corporate sin, it may be
birthed in individual hearts but it takes the body, a group of believers to live out partiali

How do we show favoritism?

¢ \We show greater honor or value to those who please our eye. We favor beauty.

o We show greater honor or value to those who will benefit us. We favor power/influence.

e We dishonor or devalue those who do not please our eye. We don't give favor to the unpleasing.
e We dishonor or devalue those who do not benefit us. We don’t give favor to the weak.

These are huge distinctions that separate - but they do more according to vs 4 - these distinctions are



based on evil and have destructive consequences.

02. Why does God despise favoritism?
God despises favoritism because it distorts Jesus ....

03.

How does showing favoritism distort Jesus? Vs. 10 - When we “become accountable” for all the law it means
this - when we rebel against one law we become guilty of rebellion again Holy God.” What does this mean? Ii It

speaks to our complete sinfulness. One sin action or attitude makes us guilty before God.
This rebellion makes us condemned

before God and in need of a Savior to free us from the guilt of our rebellion. 2) It speaks to the destructiveness of
our rebellion in that it distorts the very nature of God. One of the main things the Law of God does is give us a
clear picture of the person of God. When we rebel against the law, we distort the person of God. Being guilty of all
the law means - our distortion of the character and nature of Jesus is immense & more destructive than we realize.

God desEises favoritism because it distorts Jesus - and the work of the cross.

Distorting the cross - vs 12 - law of liberty. The cross gives us freedom and acceptance. When we show
favoritism we distort the cross and where and how we find favoritism before God. Let’s see how:

¢ Favoritism says this about Jesus to the “favorited”:
Jesus only loves those who have it together.

o Favoritism says this about the work of the cross to the “favorited”:
The gospel = God gives His favor and acceptance to those who act beautiful and powerful.

o Favoritism says this to the one who is “favorited”:

God and we see you as better than others and approve of you based on your beauty/power.

Implication - “You need to keep up your beauty / power because only in this do you find your favor before|
(i L RTER Ve may not realize this but we put people like this under a huge weight that says - you must
always have it together. Ever lived under that weight? It will eventually crush the life out of you.

o Favoritism says this about Jesus to the “unfavorited”:
Jesus is not for the messy and broken.

e Favoritism says this about the work of the cross to the “unfavorited”:
The gospel = you must change and get your act together to be acceptable to God.

o Favoritism says this to the one who is “unfavorited”.
We and God do not approve of you based on your lack of beauty / power.

Why does God love impartiality — or showing honor to alf?

Qur obedience to showing honor to all reveals Jesus as ...
e God - who loves the poor — the messy. Jesus is drawn to the poor. Truth - we are all messy.

e God - who loves those who know they cannot secure His favor. Poor in spirit Truth for us all.



Our obedience to showing “no favoritism” says this about the work of the cross:
o The gospel = our favor is only found in the glory of Jesus (beauty) and His work (power,).

Our obedience to showing “no favoritism” says this to both the “favorited and unfavorited”:
o We are all equally in need of Jesus and his work on the cross.

04. How do we live showing honor to all — favoritism to none?

Believe - “we are all equally in need of the cross”.

Faith in the person and work of Jesus is necessary if we are to create an impartial community that shows honor and value
to all.

Every day we must faith: That the only honor we have is in the person and work of Jesus. This is living
under the law of liberty. This will move us to show mercy in honoring all - whether they deserve it or not,
whether they are honorable or not, whether they give honor to us or not NsEIR WIERT N R () 4 H:CH

o We must daily faith that our favor is only found in the beauty and power of Jesus and His work.
As we do, we will be moved to show honor to all based on no work of ours because that is how God has given us
honor in Christ.

The good news of the cross is that you were given honor based on no work — no beauty,
not power of yours. It was mercifully given by the just work of Jesus in your place. We receive the beauty of
Christ and his power to work in us now. Christ in us by his mercy. His favor by his mercy — moves us to show
favor to all — no matter their work, or place, or beauty, or influence. We serve and honor because we have
been honored in Christ.

e We must daily faith that our favor is only found in the beauty and power of Jesus and His work.
As we do, we will give many a beautiful and powerful taste of Jesus and his work on the cross.

How do we respond right now?



Corporate Confession — we show favoritism, Father forgive us for not faithing the gospel that says only
God through Jesus gives favor. Forgive us for withholding honor unmercifully. You give it graciously —
we want to as well.

Help me today believe — my favor is found only in Jesus and His work. May that move me to honor, may
you use it to give a beautiful and powerful taste of Jesus and his work to me, to other believers, to
unbelievers, to many.

Imam Zias — first impression of Christians was ugly and hateful.

His view changed because Bob
lives in a community of Christ followers that believe showing honor is a passion of God Almighty. Why is it? Let’s
see...




