



The Storm 
Ep. 011 

Take away: Where is God in the trials we face? How are we supposed to 
navigate the challenges we face? Can God use even the negative experiences in 
our life for our good? 


These are questions many people ask themselves when they face difficult 
situations. We all have trials in our lives and we can’t always see how God will 
use them for good. But the Bible teaches us that he will! It also tells us that God 
can use even the most negative experiences in our life for our good.


In this message we will dig into Acts 6-8 and the persecution that swept through 
the early church. In this story we see that God not only walked with his people 
through this persecution but he used it as a catalyst to see the message of 
Jesus spread throughout the world.


Through this story we will not only see how God was at work in the trials of the 
1st century church but we will actually see how He is at work in our trials and 
storms. If you are in this midst of a challenging season, or still processing the 
challenges of the past, this message is for you.


Key Text - Acts 6:8-12 NLT  
8 Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing miracles 
and signs among the people. 9 But one day some men from the Synagogue of 
Freed Slaves, as it was called, started to debate with him. They were Jews from 
Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of Asia. 10 None of them could 
stand against the wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke. 

11 So they persuaded some men to lie about Stephen, saying, “We heard him 
blaspheme Moses, and even God.” 12 This roused the people, the elders, and 
the teachers of religious law. So they arrested Stephen and brought him before 
the high council. 


© 2022  The Kairos Network Inc.



Acts 7:51-53 NLT 

51 “You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. Must 
you forever resist the Holy Spirit? That’s what your ancestors did, and so do 
you! 52 Name one prophet your ancestors didn’t persecute! They even killed the 
ones who predicted the coming of the Righteous One—the Messiah whom you 
betrayed and murdered. 53 You deliberately disobeyed God’s law, even though 
you received it from the hands of angels.” 


Acts 7:54-59 NLT 
54 The Jewish leaders were infuriated by Stephen’s accusation, and they shook 
their fists at him in rage. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the place 
of honor at God’s right hand. 56 And he told them, “Look, I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing in the place of honor at God’s right hand!” 

57 Then they put their hands over their ears and began shouting. They rushed at 
him 58 and dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. His accusers 
took off their coats and laid them at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 He 
fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’t charge them with this sin!” And with that, 
he died. 


Acts 8:1-2 
Saul was one of the witnesses, and he agreed completely with the killing of 
Stephen. 


A great wave of persecution began that day, sweeping over the church in 
Jerusalem; and all the believers except the apostles were scattered through the 
regions of Judea and Samaria. 2 (Some devout men came and buried Stephen 
with great mourning.)


Other Texts 
Acts 1:8 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will 
be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 


Romans 8:35-37 
35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer 
loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or 
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destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For 
your sake we are killed every day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.”) 37 No, 
despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved 
us. 


Romans 8:38-39 
38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 
Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor 
our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from 
God’s love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, 
nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Reflection Questions 
1. What is one lesson you have learned from a season of trial? 

2. What of those 4 realties did you need to hear the most today? 

3. What stuck out to you most in todays message and how will you live that out 
this week? 

 

Other Links 

Support - igfn.us/form/ltOVtQ


The Missionary Pathway Cohort - https://forms.clickup.com/37464128/f/
13qa20-2424/R77JAZTPIYP7N43B5W


The Missionary Pathway Training - https://thekairosnetwork.thinkific.com/
courses/missionary-pathway


@Ten02Church resources - http://ten02.church
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