
From Judges to Jesus - Part 1  

The book of Joshua is the set-up for the book of Judges; so in order to see the book of 

Judges clearly, we need to start at the end of the book of Joshua. The words and 

interaction between the Lord, Joshua and the Israelites become the way in which we see 
the book of Judges.  

In the last chapter of the book of Joshua, Joshua is aware that he doesn’t have long to 

live, so he’s making the most of this time by exhorting and challenging the Israelites 

about how they’re going to relate to God after he is gone: will they walk with the Lord?  

Joshua reminds the Israelites that: 

• The Lord is a jealous God 

• The Lord isn’t okay with them “dating” other gods 

• The Lord didn’t save them and deliver them  so that they could flirt with false 

gods and commit idolatry 

• The Lord saved them because He loves them and they needed deliverance, 

rescuing and restoring; and, He is the only One who could do this  

(Joshua 24:13-16, 21-24) 

In Chapter 24, the Lord recounts who and what the Israelites were delivered from. The 

Promised Land was something that the Israelites inherited that they didn’t earn or 
create on their own. 

As followers of Christ, we are called to grow in every way of Jesus. The Israelites were 

called to grow, to inherit land; and, as they grew they would encounter new enemies that 

would try to resist them – they would need to hold on to the Lord and their enemies 

would be delivered into their hands (John 15:2, 4-6, 8) 

There are areas of our lives that the Lord will have us confront as we walk with Him. He 

gives us the power of the Holy Spirit to grow and overcomes these areas so they’re 
delivered into our hands: Pride, Lust, Fear, Rejections, Abuse, Unholy Anger, 

Sexual Immorality, Gossip, Offense and Bitterness, Unforgiveness, 

Jealousy, Foul Language, Prejudice, Racism, Drunkenness, Love of Money, 

Narcissism, Selfish Ambition, etc… 

When the following transformations take place the ripple effect will be your marriage 

and relationships improve; your approach to your job improves; and, your Godly impact 

on others increases: 

• Humility and submission replace pride 

• Self-control replaces lust 

• Joy replaces anger 

• Purity replaces sexual immorality 

• Encouragement and edification replaces gossip 

• Forgiveness replaces offense and bitterness 



• Contentment replaces jealousy and envy 

• Words of praise replaces foul language 

• Love and compassion replaces prejudice and racism 

• Sobriety replaces drunkenness 

• Generosity replaces the love of money 

• Selflessness replaces narcissism 

• Servanthood replaces selfish ambition 

Your life will become the evidence that Jesus lives! The Israelites were charged with 

advancing and growing into their inheritance, and, the only way for them was through 
faithfulness in following the Lord. Turning away from the Lord would result in their 

regression, loss of inheritance and turmoil at the hands of their enemies. 

 At the beginning of their national history, the Israelites were torn between two poles: 

remaining true to Yahweh or permitting themselves to be drawn in to the mindset and 

spiritual culture of the Canaanites. And, so it is for us as well. We have a choice to make 

on a daily basis: will we devote ourselves to Christ in His Word, in prayer, worship and 

fellowship with other Christ followers OR will we compromise with and tolerate sin and 
give ourselves over to the mindset of the world in which we live? Choose this day whom 

you will serve: Life or Death. You can either be transformed into the likeness of Jesus or 

you can be conformed into the broken, sin-filled mindset of this world                

(Romans 12:1-2) 

So as the book of Judges is set-up, there is tension of whether or not Israel will 

remember the Lord their God, the grace and power He has displayed to them as they 

have inherited something they didn’t earn or create; and, we know that what we are 
about to read in this book is the product of the choices of the Israelites: 

• What will they choose? 

• How will God relate to them? 

• Do we see redemption? 

• Does the Lord paint pictures of Himself within the book of Judges? 

• What is the Lord communicating to us as we read it in 2021? 

In reading the book of Judges, please keep in mind that: 

• Israel’s forsaking and turning away from God, plays out in confrontations, 

politics, failures, ethics and morality 

• Leaving Yahweh means going down the path and living out the fruit of sin, death 

and destruction – you will lose every single time 

• Man apart from God is capable of and demonstrates darker behavior that always 

ends in the degrading of human life 

• Man apart from God is capable of, and demonstrates complete depravity 


