WORD
OF LIFE

Life Group Guide: The Adventure of God's
Word

Overview

This session explores the Bible as a living, transformative gift from God -- one that allows
believers to hear directly from its Author. As Christ followers, engaging with Scripture is not
merely an intellectual exercise but a supernatural experience that renews the mind, shapes the
heart, and forms us into the likeness of Jesus.

Key Takeaways

The Bible is one unified story with one central character (God in the person of Jesus) and
one central theme (salvation), written by approximately 40 authors over 1,200 to 1,500
years.

When you receive Jesus, the Holy Spirit lives inside you -- meaning as you read
Scripture, the Author himself speaks to you.

The Old Testament makes up 77% of Scripture and is essential for understanding the
New Testament. The early church used it to preach Jesus.

God transforms us from the inside out, not the outside in. His Word acts like a fire,
bringing impurities to the surface and making us more like him.

Scripture renews our minds, washing away broken and sinful patterns of thinking so we
can see ourselves and the world as God sees them.

Discussion Questions

Opening

1.

2.

Before coming to faith, what was your perception of the Bible? Has that changed, and if
so, how?

What is your current relationship with Scripture -- do you read it regularly, occasionally,
or rarely? What tends to get in the way?
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Diving Deeper

3.

The speaker describes the Bible as one unified story, comparing it to the Marvel
Cinematic Universe -- individual stories that together tell one complete narrative. How
does that analogy help you think about the Bible? Where does it fall short?

In 2 Timothy 3:16, Paul describes Scripture as God-breathed and useful for teaching,
correcting, and training in righteousness. What does it mean to you that God's Word is
not just historically significant but actively useful for your life right now?

Hebrews 4:12 describes the Word of God as living and active, penetrating even to the
thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Has there been a moment when a passage of Scripture
felt like it was speaking directly to something deep inside you? What was that like?

The speaker uses the image of the Old Testament laver -- a basin with a mirrored bottom
where priests would wash and see themselves clearly. How does that image shape the
way you think about reading the Bible? What "dirt" from daily life might the Word help
wash away?

Romans 12:2 calls believers to be transformed by the renewing of their minds. What are
some of the everyday sources -- media, conversations, culture -- that shape how you
think? How might regular time in Scripture begin to push back against those influences?
The speaker says, "Christian maturity is about becoming like Jesus, not trying to do it in
our own strength." How does that reframe the way you approach reading the Bible -- as a
duty versus a relationship?

Personal Reflection

9.

Is there a part of the Bible that has always felt intimidating or confusing to you? What
would it look like to approach that part with the prayer, "Lord, speak to me"?

10. The speaker encourages new believers to start with the Gospel of John. Whether you are

new to faith or have been a believer for years, what would it look like to approach
Scripture with fresh eyes this week?

Practical Applications

Start somewhere. If you are new to the Bible, begin with the Gospel of John this week.
Read one chapter per day and write down one thing that stands out to you.

Pray before you read. Make it a habit to ask God to speak to you before you open
Scripture. Even a simple prayer -- "Lord, your Word is life; speak to me" -- invites the
Author into the reading.

Identify the noise. Make a short list of the voices and inputs that most shape how you
think each day (social media, news, entertainment, certain relationships). Then consider:
how much time do those receive compared to time in God's Word?

Revisit a familiar passage. Choose a verse or passage you have read before and read it
again slowly. Ask what you might have missed. The speaker reminds us that you could
read the same scripture 10 times and each time pull something beautiful from it.
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o Explore the Old Testament. If you tend to stay only in the New Testament, pick one
Old Testament book to begin reading alongside your New Testament reading. Ask your
group leader for a recommendation suited to where you are in your faith journey.

o Share what you are reading. Use your small group as a place to bring what God is
speaking to you through Scripture. Accountability and shared reflection deepen what God
is doing individually in each of us.

Closing Prayer Prompt

Close your time together by inviting group members to pray a simple, honest prayer -- either
silently or aloud -- asking God to make his Word come alive in their lives this week. Encourage
them to use their own words, beginning with: "Lord, speak to me..."
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