
ESTHER, Part 1  - Sermon Notes 

The book of Esther was written near the end of the Old Testament – approximately 465 BC. At this 

time the Jewish people had been exiled to Persia because they chose to idolize their desires and 

other gods of surrounding nations; they had been in exile approximately 114 years. As a result of 

their exile, they experienced the following:  

• Being Dispersed: their temple destroyed, no worship; unfamiliar food and language; new 

values and names; no access to God; exposed to idolatry & perversion 

• Delay: question of hope - will Israel be destroyed or will it live?; multiple generations in 

exile – children who don’t know what it is to worship in the Temple of God; will the ways 

of the wicked always prosper? 

• Denial: some Jews long to return to Israel – others are now accustomed to Persia – others 

are commissioned to return and start to rebuild the temple 

• Darkness: the Jews are not in Persia by choice 

• Destruction: there is a plot to destroy the Jews 

Why the book of Esther?  

The book of Esther is always read in special services in the day and in the evening during the Feast 

of Purim. The Feast of Purim is an annual Jewish feast in which there is celebration and rejoicing 

to remember God’s miraculous salvation and deliverance of the Jewish people from death and 

destruction. 

The book of Esther is here to remind us as Christ followers that not darkness & destruction, but 

the Lord, has the final say; and, You matter – God sees You; He knows You; He knows Your 

circumstances and Your story even in the most remote and unseen places. He is in Your Story! 

What is different about the book of Esther? 

There is a name intentionally not mentioned in the book of Esther: God!! Omitting God’s name 

from Esther makes Him all the more present in the story, and, it sends a message that even though 

you don’t see Him – He’s working; and, He’s in control of the events in the lives of those who love 

Him – and - those who oppose Him. 

Can you relate to the Jews in exile? 

• Are you feeling scattered, isolated, alone, cut-off; and, far from the world you once knew? 

(DISPERSED) 

As Christ followers in the world – this is not our home, we often feel like strangers in a 

foreign land – part of our longing is for the presence of our King, JESUS! 



• Are you asking where the promises of God are? Do you feel rejected or ignored by God? 

Are you wondering when God will answer your prayers or do what He promised He would 

do? (DELAY) 

DELAY does not mean denial; and, God is faithful to keep His promises 

What can we learn from the book of Esther? (Esther 2:5-17) 

Esther soaked for 6 months in a Persian beautification process, using Myrhh, that has a sweet 

aroma but is bitter to the taste. For 6 months, on a daily basis, Esther was “soaking” in a bitter 

experience. She didn’t ask for this bitter experience and she had to go through the same bitter 

experience as everyone else; yet, as the saying goes: she came out smelling like a rose, why?? 

Because she never complained or spoke about how unfair life was – God blessed her in her dark 

circumstance with favor and wisdom!  

• Esther is an orphan, but God is a Father 

• God is a Father to the homeless 

• God will never leave you or forsake you 

• Unseen doesn’t mean abandoned 

• God is always front and center in our story 

• How you look at and process a bitter experience will determine whether or not you rise 

from that experience: will it launch you or derail you? 

• The Lord will use challenging and bitter experiences to anoint your life with grace and favor 

that only He can provide 

• God loves doing things in impossible and dark circumstances so that He is glorified 

• We need to adjust our thinking and expectations of God, and, His wisdom – His ways are 

not our ways. His thoughts are not our thoughts! 

In the midst of your bitter circumstance ask yourself: What is God showing me?  

Will you remain bitter in your circumstance or come out better because of it? 


