
Our Hedge of Protection 

 

What does it mean to be protected by God? And what role do ordinary believers play in protecting the 
people and the nation around them? These are questions worth sitting with, because the answers are 
more practical and more powerful than most people realize. 

 

You Are More Influential Than You Think 

It is easy to underestimate the impact of one life. But consider this: Adam and Eve were two people, and 
here we all are. Noah was one man, and the human race continued. Abraham was one man, and he 
became the Father of nations, both natural and spiritual. 

Your life affects more people than you will ever fully know. How you talk, how you act, and how you live 
sends ripples outward in ways that are often invisible to you. That is not a small thing. That is a profound 
responsibility. 

Jesus made this clear when He said believers are the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Salt in the 
ancient world was not just a flavoring. It was a preservative. It kept things from rotting. When Jesus calls 
you the salt of the earth, He is saying you are a preservative force in this world, holding back corruption 
and decay. 

 

What Does It Mean to "Stand in the Gap"? 

Ezekiel 22:30 puts it plainly: 

"So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of 
the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one." - Ezekiel 22:30 

This passage is striking. The people of the land were stealing, oppressing the poor, and acting wickedly. 
And yet God was not looking to punish them. He was looking for someone to protect them from the 
consequences of their own choices. 

That is what judgment really is. It is not God's hand coming down in anger. It is people reaping the 
consequences of what they have sown. Whatever a man sows, that is what he will reap. When people 
sow evil, they open the door to evil. And God, in His mercy, is looking for someone to stand in the way of 
that destruction. 

He is looking for you. 

 

 

 



How Does One Person Protect a Nation? 

The answer is simpler than it sounds. When God is your wall of protection, that protection does not stop 
at your front door. It extends outward. It affects the atmosphere around you. It touches the people near 
you, sometimes without anyone being aware of it. 

Think about what Psalm 139 says: 

"You have hedged me behind and before, and laid Your hand upon me." - Psalm 139:5 

God surrounds His people. He knows when they sit down and when they rise up. He is acquainted with 
every detail of their lives. And when He is your hedge, that covering is real and active. 

If God is a wall of fire around you, and you are present in a community, a neighborhood, a city, then that 
presence matters. It affects things. It changes the atmosphere. The church is not just a building. It is a 
source of light in the surrounding area, and that light goes further than we can measure. 

 

The Story of Job: What Happens When We Trust in Ourselves 

Job was described as blameless, upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. He was 
extraordinarily blessed. And Satan came before God with a legal accusation. 

"Have you not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every 
side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land." - Job 1:10 

Satan was not disputing that the hedge existed. He was questioning God's right to maintain it. His 
argument was that Job had begun to trust in his own righteousness rather than in God. And as the book of 
Job unfolds, that is exactly what we see. Job argues for his own integrity. He insists that what is happening 
to him is unjust. He begins to lean on his own uprightness as the source of his protection and blessing. 

Here is the danger in doing well: when you are disciplined, faithful, and obedient, it is easy to start 
crediting yourself for the results. But your obedience is the branch. God is the vine. The branch does not 
uphold the vine. The vine upholds the branch. 

As Jesus said in John 15, He is the vine and we are the branches. Our cooperation matters. Our 
faithfulness matters. But the moment we start trusting in our own works as the source of our protection, 
we have stepped out from under the covering and made ourselves our own shield. And that is not 
enough. 

 

 

 

 

 



What Tears Down the Wall of Protection? 

Proverbs 25:28 says: 

"Whoever has no rule over his own Spirit is like a city broken down, without walls." - Proverbs 25:28 

Pride is one of the primary things that breaks down the wall. Pride steps out beyond the fortress and 
trusts in itself. It stops looking to God and starts looking inward. And when that happens, the covering 
weakens. 

Isaiah 5 uses the image of a vineyard with a hedge around it. When the people stopped trusting in God 
and started trusting in themselves, that hedge began to come down, and the enemy was able to come in. 

The wall stays strong when we keep our eyes on Him, speak His Word, walk in faith, and refuse to let pride 
pull us out from under His covering. 

 

God Is Your Shield: What the Bible Says 

Scripture is full of declarations about God being a shield and a wall of protection. Here are a few worth 
holding onto: 

• Fear not, Abram, I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward. - Genesis 15:1 
• The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am helped. - Psalm 28:7 
• For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord will give grace and glory. - Psalm 84:11 
• For You, O Lord, will bless the righteous; with favor You will surround Him as with a shield." - Psalm 

5:12 
• For I, says the Lord, will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will be the glory in her midst. - 

Zechariah 2:5 

These are not just poetic images. They are declarations of a real, active, spiritual reality available to every 
believer who puts their trust in Him. 

 

Faith Is the Shield 

Romans 10:17 tells us: 

"So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." - Romans 10:17 

And Proverbs 30:5 adds: 

"Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him." - Proverbs 30:5 

Faith is not passive. It is a shield. When you hear the Word, believe the Word, and speak the Word, you 
are raising a shield. You are keeping the wall strong. Not through your own strength, but through trust in 
His. 



David did not face Goliath as an expert with a slingshot. He said, "I come to you in the name of the Lord of 
hosts." His confidence was not in his skill. It was in the One who was his fortress and his shield. 

 

Your Vote Matters, But Your Life Matters More 

Voting is important. Participating in the natural processes of a nation is a responsibility worth taking 
seriously. But the spiritual wall matters even more than the natural one. 

If the church is not being salt, if believers are blending in with the culture, being entertained by the same 
things, living the same way as everyone else, then the wall comes down. Corruption is not stopped at the 
ballot box alone. It is stopped when the people of God are actually living as the people of God. 

What we allow into our homes through entertainment and media will eventually show up in the culture at 
large. How we live is not just a personal matter. It is a national one. 

 

You Are Surrounded by Him 

When Elijah's servant woke up to find the army of Syria surrounding them, he panicked. Elijah told him to 
calm down. There were more with them than against them. When God opened the servant's eyes, He saw 
the mountainside filled with chariots of fire surrounding the man of God. 

That same reality belongs to every child of God. You are not standing alone. You are not unprotected. The 
enemy cannot touch what God has covered, as long as you are trusting in Him and not in yourself. 

He has the place surrounded. The only appropriate response is to come out with your hands up in 
surrender and praise. 

 

Life Application 

This week, make a conscious decision to shift your trust. Every time you feel anxious about your safety, 
your finances, your family, or the state of the world around you, stop and declare out loud that God is your 
shield. Speak it. Believe it. Let your faith be the wall. 

Beyond that, ask yourself whether you are actually living as salt and light, or whether you have been 
blending in. One practical step: find one way this week to let your faith be visible to someone around you. 
Share something, live differently in one specific area, or simply pray over your neighborhood, your street, 
or your workplace. 

 

 

 

 



Ask yourself these questions: 

• Am I trusting in God as my shield, or have I quietly started trusting in my own efforts, resources, or 
reputation? 

• Is my life actually influencing the people around me toward God, or am I blending in with the 
culture? 

• Am I standing in the gap for the people and the nation around me through prayer and faithful living, 
or have I left that gap unfilled? 

God is looking for people who will make up the wall. He is looking for salt. He is looking for light. He is 
looking for someone to stand in the gap. That someone can be you. 

 

Quotes 

1. God is looking for people who will stand in the gap! 

2. God is looking for someone to Him their wall of protection! 

3. Judgment is simply reaping the consequences of sin! 

4. One person's life can impact countless generations! 

5. You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world! 

6. Don't blend into the world when you're called to influence it! 

7. We are called to be a wall of protection around our nation! 

8. Your prayers and godly living are as important as your vote! 

9. God's protection over you can become a blessing to others! 

10. Living godly is another brick in our nation's wall of protection! 

11. How you live matters just as much as how you vote! 

12. Our real enemies are spiritual, not flesh and blood! 

13. God accomplishes His purposes through our cooperation! 

14. Whatever you sow today, you will reap tomorrow! 

15. Don't let your success cause you to forget its Source! 

16. A person without self-control is a city without walls! 

17. God Himself is a wall of fire around His people! 

18. The Lord is your shield and your protection on every side! 

19. Have faith in the invisible protection surrounding you! 



20. No weapon formed against you shall prosper! 
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Summary 

God is actively looking for people who will stand in the gap for their communities and their nation through 
faithful living and prayer. Just as salt preserves and light illuminates, believers carry a protective influence 
that extends far beyond themselves. One life, fully surrendered to God, can affect an entire 
neighborhood, city, or generation. The key is keeping trust anchored in Him rather than in personal effort, 
reputation, or resources. Pride and self-reliance weaken the wall of protection, while faith built on His 



Word keeps it strong. God is your shield, and that covering is real, active, and available to every believer 
who trusts in Him. 


