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welcome to

week one Belonging & The local church
Scripture: Romans 12:3-8

Our desire is  for you to discover what it  means 
to belong,  serve,  love,  and grow as part of  the 

Central Church of  Christ  family. 



welcome
t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  c h u r c h  o f  c h r i s t

Whether you’re visiting or a regular, we’re glad you’re here!
We pray today’s worship encourages your heart and 
strengthens your faith.

“ F r o m  w h o m  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y ,  j o i n e d  a n d  k n i t  t o g e t h e r  b y 
w h a t  e v e r y  j o i n t  s u p p l i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e 
w o r k i n g  b y  w h i c h  e v e r y  p a r t  d o e s  i t s  s h a r e ,  c a u s e s 
g r o w t h  o f  t h e  b o d y  f o r  t h e  e d i f y i n g  o f  i t s e l f  i n  l o v e . ”

e p h e s i a n s  4 : 1 6 ,  n k j v

families with young children
We offer Wee Worship for children ages 2-7 during the sermon 
& nursery care for babies and toddlers. Restrooms are located 
in the main hallway.

connect with us
Whether you’re a first-time guest or a regular member, we’d 
love to know you’re here!

Text “Check In” to 706-278-8051

Let us know you’re worshiping with us today and how we can 
serve or pray for you.

contact us
515 North Tibbs Road
Dalton, GA 30720
706-278-8051

www.ccocdalton.org
centralcoc@ccocdalton.org
facebook.com/centralcocdalton



order of service

sunday april 27, 2025
Call to Worship					    Dean Baker
They’ll Know We Are Christians	 		  David Byerly
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms			   David Byerly
Prayer						      Eddie Sane
Jesus, Let Us...	 				    John Cox
Welcome					     Steve & Ben
Faithful Love					     Ross Jordan
Communion Prayers				    Joe Tate
Be Careful Little Eyes...	 			   Ross Jordan
Children’s Chat					    Josh & Aiden
Scripture - Romans 12:3-8			   Carter Goble
Living By Faith	 				    John Cox
Message					     Shane Robinson
All Things Are Ready				    Ross Jordan
Shepherd’s Moment				    George Brock
Bind Us Together				    Tyson Russell
Closing Prayer					     Kelly Cherry

Pass Communion:	 Danny Smith; Scott Shepherd; 
			   Tony Coley; Mel Sane; Jeff Shepherd;
			   Liam Martinez; Nathan Bennett; 		
			   Nestor Pozo

Greeters: 		  Sam & Samantha Lewis;
			   Connie Shepherd; Barry Miller
			 
Nursery: 		  Sarah Miller & Audrey Miller

Wee Worship:		  Heather Williams; Rachel Kirkland;
			   Vince & Theary Boling

A printed monthly schedule is available in the foyer.



table 1 3 journey points
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

things that I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19–20, NKJV)

making disciples
aligning w/ the way of christ

baptizing disciples
entering a covenant w/ christ

teaching disciples
growing into christ

table 2 3 spiritual categories

believers

light  •  inside
saved  •  sheep

obedient  •  sanctified
alive  •  in the spirit

Those who are in 
Christ and walking 

in obedience.

unbelievers

darkness  •  outside
lost  •  goats

Disobedient  •  unclean
dead  •  in the flesh

Those outside 
of Christ, not yet 

saved or obedient.

drifters

lukewarm  •  fallen
seared  •  hardened

turned back  •  not of us
name only  •  in danger

Those who know 
the truth but are no 
longer walking in it.

table 3 3 levels of engagement

attendee

participate socially
listen spiritually

Guests who regularly 
attend services or events

members

Using gifts and seeking 
accountability

Disciples active in the life 
of the local church

Engaged but 
Uncommitted

member @ large

attend worship
but not identified 

Baptized believers but 
not part of local church

Connected but Not
Fully Connected

Engaged, Connected,
and Active

“Come & See” Phase “Honeymoon” Phase “Being Transformed” Phase

Where am I and what specificially am I doing to make progress in my journey?

What category am I in and how would those closest to me desribe my walk?

Am I an attendee or an active member of Central Church of Christ?

Have I found my place to serve and grow within the church family?



made to belong
How We Fit Into The Church

r o m a n s  1 2 : 1 - 8

Hindrances to Belonging
•	 Worldliness (Romans 12:1-2). Conforming to the values 

of the world makes it hard for the church to embrace 
you and for you to embrace the church.  

•	 Arrogance (Romans 12:3). Thinking too highly of 
ourselves breaks unity and causes people to want to 
avoid us instead of approach us.  

•	 indifference (Romans 12:4–8). Choosing to not use your 
gifts disconnects you from the life of the church and 
causes the body to weaken and suffer. 

•	 Isolation (Romans 12:5). Believing you don’t need others 
leads to spiritual loneliness and denies that the church 
is a “coherent unified social organism.”

Helps to Belonging
•	 holiness (Romans 12:1-2). Offering our lives in service to 

the kingdom of God sets us apart for His purposes and 
draws us closer to His people. 

•	 humility (Romans 12:3). Finding our identity in Christ is 
both humbling and encouraging. Grace reminds us we 
didn’t earn our place and levels the playing field.    

•	 Serving (Romans 12:4–8). Using your gifts builds 
connection, strengthens others, and gives you a 
tangible sense of purpose within the local church.  

•	 connection (Romans 12:5). Belonging grows when we see 
ourselves as part of something bigger than us. Mutual 
independence says, “we are members of one another.” 



1.	 What are some words or phrases that come to mind when you think 
about “belonging”? 
 

2.	 What are some reasons we struggle with belonging? Consider how 
past experiences, insecurities, or choices may create barriers. 
 

made to belong discussion
w h a t  d o e s  i t  m e a n  t o  b e l o n g ?

B e l o n g i n g  c a s e  s t u d i e s

Zacchaeus ||  Luke 19:1-10

Why would someone want to avoid Zacchaeus? 

What did Jesus do to include Zacchaeus?

Woman @ Well  ||  John 4:1-26

What barriers potentially keep people from belonging?

Lazarus, Martha, and Mary ||  John 11:33-36

How does sharing struggles, listening well, or showing compassion 
create closer relationships with God’s people?

p e r s o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  b e l o n g i n g

Do I Belong Here?

Do you feel like you belong at the Central Church of Christ in Dalton, GA? 
What has helped or hindered that sense of belonging for you?

What Am I Doing Here?

What’s one step you can take to become more connected? What’s one 
step you can take to help others become connected?



ministry highlights
There will be a Memorial Service to Celebrate the Life of Margie 
Barton this Sunday @ 2:30 pm at the Central Church building. 
The family will recieve friends prior to the service.

Last weekend, several of our young people participated in the 
Lads to Leaders convention. We’re proud of their hard work & 
thankful for everyone who encouraged them along the way!

There will be a Women’s Ministry event Monday, May 5 @ 6:30 
PM. The theme is “Created with Purpose.” Be part of a night of 
encouragement & connection. Child care and snacks provided. 

what’s happening @ central
U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s

Camp Wetoga Work Day - Postponed until May 17
Marge Barton Memorial - Sun, April 27 @ 2:30 PM
Central Softball - Mon, April 28 @ 7:30 PM (Heritage Park)
Men’s Golf Retreat - Fri & Sat, May 2-3 
Women’s Ministry Event - Mon, May 5 @ 6:30 PM
LIFE Group Leaders - Sat, May 31 @ 6 PM (Country Club)

O n g o i n g  E v e n t s

AM Worship - Sun @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Bible Classes – After worship (~10:45 AM)
Ladies Bible Class - Tues @ 10:30 AM (Rm 134)
Food & Clothing - Tues & Thurs 10 AM - 12 PM
Wed Night Meal - Wed @ 5:45 PM (fellowship hall)
Wed Bible Study - Wed @ 6:30 PM
LIFE Groups - Various times & locations

s c a n  t o  s u b s c r i b e

We send this handout and additional info out 
by email each week. Scan the QR code to get 
it delivered to your inbox.



scripture reading
r o m a n s  1 2 : 3 - 8

“For I say, through the grace given to me, 
to everyone who is among you, not to think 

of himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt 
to each one a measure of faith. For as we 

have many members in one body, but all the 
members do not have the same function, so 
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members of one another. Having 
then gifts differing according to the grace that 

is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 
let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or 
ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he 
who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, 

in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; 
he who leads, with diligence; he who shows 

mercy, with cheerfulness.” (NKJV)

At Central Church of Christ, our desire is for 
you to discover what it means to belong, serve, 

love, and grow as part of a family that exists to 
love God, love others, and make disciples.


