
“And they heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden in 

the cool of the day, and Adam and his 
wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the LORD God among the 
trees of the garden. Then the LORD 
God called to Adam and said to him, 
“Where are you?” So he said, “I heard 
Your voice in the garden, and I was 

afraid because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.” And He said, “Who told you 

that you were naked? Have you eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded 

you that you should not eat?” Then 
the man said, “The woman whom You 

gave to be with me, she gave me of 
the tree, and I ate.” And the LORD God 
said to the woman, “What is this you 
have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.”” 

(Genesis 3:8–13, NKJV)
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“There is a way that seems right to a man, But its 
end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12, NKJV)

CONFRONTATION #2: WHERE ARE YOU?

• Hey, Adam! God calls Adam, not Eve, even though 
she ate first (Gen. 3:9).

He ______________ the information (Gen. 2:16-17)

He ______________ responsibility (Gen. 3:6)

He was ______________ of wrongdoing (Gen. 3:6-7)

• What happened? The negative consequences of sin 
(1 Tim. 5:24; Heb. 11:25).

 _______________: shame replaces innocence (Gen. 3:7-8)

_______________: Adam shifts blame to Eve (Gen. 3:12-13)

_______________: the world under a curse (Gen. 3:14-19)

_______________: the close relationship with God is 
fractured by sin and separation (Gen. 3:8, 22-24)

▪ The serpent sowed doubt; God sowed justice & mercy 
(Gen. 3:15, 21; Rom. 3:23-26; 5:18-19; 1 Cor. 15:20-22).

Is God Good, and Are His Ways Better?

Where am I in my relationship with God—
am I hiding, or am I trusting Him?

Do I trust God enough to obey Him, even
when I don’t understand everything?

WHEN WE DOUBT
GOD‘S WAYS

CONFRONTATION #1: ARE GOD’S WAYS BETTER?

▪ Foundational principles set in the beginning          
(Job 38:1-7; Ps. 139:14).

THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE: Life is ______________ and 
meant to reflect God’s nature (Gen. 1:27).

THE NATURE OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS: Men and women 
are ______________ by design (Gen. 2:18-25).

THE STRUCTURE OF MARRIAGE: A husband & wife joined 
together in a ______________ bond (Gen. 2:24). 

▪ Principles & Consequences / Sowing & Reaping            
(Gal. 6:7-8; Eph. 4:28-29; Col. 3:9-10).

PRINCIPLES: the ______________ for making good choices 

CONSEQUENCES: the ______________ of our choices

▪ Being deceived and/or led astray (Gen. 3:1-6; see also   
1 Cor. 6:9-10; 2 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:6; Col. 2:4).

Deception ______________ truth just enough to lead us 
astray: “Did God actually say you can’t do something?”

Deception ______________ sin as freedom instead of 
rebellion: “God is withholding; you won’t die.”

Deception presents a ______________ choice between 
God’s way and a seemingly “better” way: “The only 
thing that will happen is you’ll be like God & God 

already knows this.”


