' < . . Our prayers are often depressing because we expect nothing to
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. happen. Jesus said to two blind men, “Be it done to you according to

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS your faith” (Matthew 9:29). Because they had eye-opening faith,
ENCOUNTERING CHRIST their eyes were opened. Faith sees the invisible, believes the

incredible, and receives the impossible. - Alexander Maclaren

2. The Merit of Faith
, STUDY SECTION - Hebrews 11:2, NASB95 -2 For by it the

The Expectant Reliance on God (REE-0) t, & martyrs tegacy,

Heb 11-1-3 B 17 “Men of old”—all from the OT—are mentioned specifically
EDFEWS ll:l-0, . .
and countlessly referred to without names in Hebrews 11.
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U A Important Study Section

3. The Measure of Faith

I. ThB MBHI'liI'lg nf Faith defined:“Biblicalfaith’is expectant reliance on God that is accompanied by

Greek word used here is the definition of “faith;” GK: Ttiotig (PIS-tis) “an God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which
expectant reliance upon God” (Dr. Rick Renner)—this word is uniquely religious are visible

foundation we stand on” (Renner); “Our faith in God is the foundation upon

which the things we hope to get—by faith—are built” (Piper); this word is used in 4_ ThE Mﬂndate ﬂf Faith
----------- STUDY SECTION - Hebrews 11:6, NASB95 - ¢ And without

EAeyxoc (el-ANG-chos) is also used only here in the NT, it is translated outside faith [“Biblical faith is expectant reliance on God that is accompanied by
the NT as proof, argument, or evidence; it means “an argument based on immediate obedience”] it is impossible to please Him, for he who

evidence and/or proof” (Renner); the KJV translates this word as “evidence”]

The very nature of the Greek word TtioTic (PIS-tis), translated faith, us what we hope for] of those who [earnestly] seek Him.

denotes an expectant reliance upon God. This total reliance

must be forward directed and aggressive—never passive,

doubtful, or backward-reaching. This response must be B. Appllcatl un

characterized by immediate obedience to God alone.

_Dr. Rick Renner (Ph.D. in KOINE GREEK) 1. By faith, we must come to God expectantly.
Biblical faith is expectant reliance on God alone that 2. By faith, we must obey God continually.

is accompanied by immediate obedience. -ruori 3. By faith, we must trust God explicitly.



