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Everybody’s story goes something like this:

1. God’s Design

Genesis 1:31 ESV

31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Psalm 19:1 ESV

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his
handiwork.

Sin - Life doesn’t work when we ignore God & His original design for our
lives.

Romans 3:23 ESV
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
Romans 6:23 ESV

23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.



2. Brokenness

Romans 1:25 ESV

25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

Proverbs 14:12 ESV
12 There is a way that seems right to a man,

but its end is the way to death.

3. Gospel

The Bible teaches that we must Repent & Trust
Romans 10:9 ESV

9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Can that be my story too?

Ephesians 2:1-10 ESV

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4



But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith.
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so
that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk
in them.

Before Christ, we try to do all the good we can do for ourselves and others, so
that we feel valued & favored.

But, after Christ, we do all the good we can do for God & others because
we’re valued & favored.

Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

The foundation for understanding & trusting the gospel: Humble Honesty.

Luke 18:9-14 ESV

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the



temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee,
standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, | thank you that | am not like other
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 | fast
twice a week; | give tithes of all that | get.” 13 But the tax collector, standing far
off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’” 14 | tell you, this man went down to his
house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

If you'll be , God will transform you into
His glorious artwork.

Ephesians 2:8 ESV

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God,

1. You’re saved by

Grace - God’s unconditional love



2. You’re not saved by your

Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Matthew 5:20 ESV

20 For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 5:48 ESV

48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Romans 3:27 ESV

27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law?
By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith.

John 1:12-13 ESV

12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his hame, he gave the right
to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of
the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.



Ephesians 2:8-10 ESV

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

3. You’re God’s

Ephesians 2:9-10 ESV

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Our world says: If you do the work—working hard enough & doing well
enough—you’ll get the reward.

Christ says: Receive the gift...then, you’ll do the good works.

God'’s grace is the power that transforms you into the person
you’re supposed to be.



Small Group Discussion Questions:

1. Pray

2. Read Ephesians 2:1-10.

Ephesians 2:1-10 ESV 1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in
which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh,
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children
of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of
the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the
Immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For
by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it
Is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Have you ever experienced this sort of spiritual transformation? If so, please
describe.

3. Read Luke 18:9-14.

Luke 18:9-14 ESV 9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, | thank you
that | am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. 12 | fast twice a week; | give tithes of all that | get.” 13 But the tax
collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat



his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 | tell you, this man
went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be
exalted.”

Do you tend to identify more with the Pharisee or the tax collector? Why?

4. Why is humble honesty the foundation for understanding the gospel?

5. Why is getting a glimpse into who you could have been, without Christ, is a
gift of grace?

6. Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that
no one may boast.

Which came first...grace or faith? Why is this important?

7. In what ways are our own efforts insufficient for salvation?

8. Does God expect you to get your life in order before trusting Him and
becoming part of the family of God? Why or why not?



9. Of the following three statements, with which do you need God’s help the
most?

a. Recognize God’s grace as a gift to you.

b. Lay down your own efforts in trying to please God.

c. Believe that you are God’s work of art.

10. Pray.



