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Acts 6:1-7 ESV

1 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by
the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being
neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number
of the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word
of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men
of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this
duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5
And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 These they set
before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples

multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to
the faith.

Acts 3:15-16 ESV

and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are
witnesses. And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom
you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this
perfect health in the presence of you all.

Acts 4:1-22 ESV

And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple
and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching
the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they
arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already
evening. But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of
the men came to about five thousand.



On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem,
with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who
were of the high-priestly family. And when they had set them in the midst, they
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means
this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus
is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the
cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they
had been with Jesus. But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them,
they had nothing to say in opposition. But when they had commanded them to
leave the council, they conferred with one another, saying, “What shall we do
with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is
evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. But in order
that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no
more to anyone in this name.” So they called them and charged them not to speak
or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered them, “Whether
it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge,
for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” And when they had
further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them,
because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. For the
man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old.

Three primary sources of worldview:
1. Others - What others say is true convinces you to believe what you believe.

2. Self - What you’ve experienced leads you to believe what you believe.
3. Bible - God’s Word defines truth in your life.

Persecution is typically a result of a clash of worldviews.



Jesus saves!

1. You are a sinner. You're a person who sins, but you're also a sinner...it’'s who
you are apart from Christ.

2. God offers to save you from your sin if you trust in Jesus. Jesus lived, died, and
rose to life in your place. He did it for you (personally).

3. You must receive God’s gift to you. If you want to be saved from your sin, you
must receive Christ by believing in Him.

Romans 10:9 ESV

because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Because Jesus saves, you must !

1. Be filled with the

Acts 4:8 ESV
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders,

“Then, Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit...” (Acts 4:8)

John 14:15-17 ESV

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

Ephesians 5:18 ESV
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the
Spirit,



2. Proclaim the

Acts 4:8-12 ESV

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled
man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to
all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before
you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has
become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Psalm 118:22 ESV
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

Because Jesus saves, proclaim the gospel.

3. Share what you've &

Acts 4:18-20 ESV

So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of
Jesus. But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God
to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of

what we have seen and heard.”

Testimony - telling someone what you've seen or heard.

1. What was your life like before you encountered Jesus?

2. How did you encounter Jesus?



3. How is your life different after encountering Jesus?

1. Be filled with the Holy Spirit.
2. Proclaim the gospel.
3. Share what you've seen & heard.



