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Genesis 3:1-6 ESV 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 

LORD God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 

the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of 

the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 

tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 

4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 

desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 

some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

 

 

Genesis 3:5 ESV 

5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 

 

Genesis 3:7–13 ESV 

7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. 

And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. 



8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 

the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to 

the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound 

of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 

11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of 

which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom 

you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the 

LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 

said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 

 

 

Loving Accountability = being held accountable for the actions taken, 

but at the same time, knowing how much you’re loved. 

 

 

Ephesians 4:22–24 ESV 

22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is 

corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your 

minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 

 

Love 

• No Fear 

1 John 4:18 ESV 

18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do 

with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 

 

 



• No Condemnation 

Romans 8:1–2 ESV 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law 

of sin and death. 

• No Insecurity 

Ephesians 1:13–14 ESV 

13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 

who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to 

the praise of his glory. 

• No Shame 

Romans 10:11 ESV 

11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 

shame.” 

 

 

A gospel-directed community is an honest community. 

 

 

Ephesians 4:25 ESV 

25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth 

with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 

 

 

Because we are members of one another, choose ____________________ 

____________________. 

 



Romans 12:4–5 ESV 

4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all 

have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of another. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:14–26 ESV 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot 

should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would 

not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because 

I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less 

a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 

sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of 

smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 

them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 

20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 

 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the 

head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the 

body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the 

body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 

unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more 

presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving 

greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the 

body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If 

one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together. 

 

 

“A lie is a stab into the very vitals of the Body of Christ. This is so 

because a lie is a sable shaft from the kingdom of darkness…There is no 

place in the Christian ethic for the well-intentioned lie. In the moral 

behavior which Christ inspires, the end never justifies the means.” 

—John MacKay 



1. Put away ____________________. 

 

Luke 18:9–14 ESV 

9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, 

standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 

men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast 

twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far 

off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 

‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his 

house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 

 

Pharisee 

 

 

Tax Collector 

 

 

What is it in the heart of the Pharisee that causes him to respond the way he 

does? 

A Distorted View of God. 

 

 

What is it in the heart of the tax collector that causes him to respond the way 

he does? 

The Gospel. 



a. Skepticism - assumes the truth 

b. Accountability - pursues the truth 

 

 

Hebrews 3:13 NIV 

13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that 

none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 

 

 

James 5:16 ESV 

16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that 

you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is 

working. 

 

 

Choose humble honesty, and trust God to grow you up in 

Christ. 

 

  



Discussion Questions: 

Pray. 

 

 

Do humility and honesty need to go together? Why or why not? 

 

 

Read Ephesians 4:25. What does this verse communicate to you? 

Ephesians 4:25 ESV 

25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth 

with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. 

 

 

Read Genesis 3:1-13. How did the serpent lead Adam & Eve to hold a 

distorted view of God? 

Genesis 3:1-13 ESV 

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the 

Lord God had made. 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You[a] shall not eat of any tree 

in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 

of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 

tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 

4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was 

good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 

desired to make one wise,[b] she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave 

some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both 

were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 

together and made themselves loincloths. 



8 And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 

cool[c] of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 

of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to 

the man and said to him, “Where are you?”[d] 10 And he said, “I heard the 

sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 

myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of 

the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The 

woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I 

ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 

done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 

Why does a distorted view of God contribute to a lack of humble honesty? 

 

 

What is the Gospel? What role does the Gospel play in producing humble 

honesty in your life? 

 

 

According to the sermon, what is the difference between skepticism and 

accountability? Do you agree or disagree? Explain. 

 

 

What role does accountability currently play to help you grow up in Christ? 

 

 

What step will you take to increase humble honesty in your life? 

 

 

Pray. 


