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How do we and confidence?

Proverbs 14:16 NLT

16 The wise are cautious and avoid danger; fools plunge ahead with reckless confidence.

Exodus 2:11-14 ESV

11 One day, when Moses had grown up, he went out to his people and looked on their burdens, and he
saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his people. 12 He looked this way and that, and seeing no one,
he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 When he went out the next day, behold, two
Hebrews were struggling together. And he said to the man in the wrong, “Why do you strike your
companion?” 14 He answered, “Who made you a prince and a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me as
you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely the thing is known.”

“Confident Leader” by Dan Reiland

1. in kills authentic confidence.

Moses’ self-reliance led to his confidence being destroyed and his life being ruined.

“The voices of self-reliance are many and deceptive. In some way, they greet you every day. Their
deceptive whispers started in the garden and continue with the sole devious purpose of convincing you to
rely on yourself and not on God. The lie of self-sufficiency is attractive to us all because we don’t like to
think of ourselves as weak and needy. We don’t like to think of ourselves as dependent. We don’t like to
think of ourselves as fools who need to be rescued from ourselves. We like the story of the self-made



man; you know, the person who pulled himself out of the mire and made it on his own with no one to
thank but himself.”

—Paul David Tripp, New Morning Mercies: A Daily Gospel Devotional

Exodus 3:6-9 ESV

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock
to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was
burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the
bush is not burned.” 4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard
their cry because of their taskmasters. | know their sufferings, 8 and | have come down to deliver them
out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and | have
also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them.

Exodus 3:10 ESV

10 Come, | will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

Exodus 3:11 ESV

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of
Egypt?”

Exodus 4:10 ESV

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, | am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have
spoken to your servant, but | am slow of speech and of tongue.”



Exodus 4:13 ESV
13 But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.”

2. and rob us of authentic confidence.

“The most destructive power of fear is found in its subtle ability to redirect your attention from God to
something else... People allow themselves to be ruled by fear because it’s more predictable than
freedom.”

—Ashley Evans — No More Fear, 29, 50

Common fears and signs of insecurity — Dan Reiland
Fear of failure
Fear of rejection
Fear of embarrassment
Fear of the unknown
People pleasing
Defensive behavior
Unhealthy competition
Taking yourself too seriously

Performance oriented

Exodus 3:12 ESV

12 He said, “But | will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that | have sent you: when you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

Exodus 4:11-12 ESV

11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing,
or blind? Is it not |, the Lord? 12 Now therefore go, and | will be with your mouth and teach you what
you shall speak.”



Exodus 4:14-16 ESV

14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother,
the Levite? | know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you,
he will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and | will be with
your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 16 He shall speak for you to the
people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him.

3. in God’s presence overcomes improper

Jeremiah 17:7 NLT

“But blessed are those who trust in the LORD and have made the LORD their hope and
confidence.”

2 Corinthians 3:4-6 ESV

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in
ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us
sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.

in Christ gives us to do what He’s placed before us.

Do you know if Christ is with you?

If Christ is with you, do you embrace it?

Belief in Christ gives us confidence to do what He’s placed before us.



Discussion Questions — Belief — May 5, 2024
Getting to know you Questions:
1. Share a story of a time when you were overconfident and things didn’t turn out the way you wanted.

2. Do you tend to be overconfident or underconfident? Why?

Into the Bible Questions:
Read Exodus 3:1-12, 4:10-16
Exodus 3:1-12

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock
to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was
burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the
bush is not burned.” 4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard
their cry because of their taskmasters. | know their sufferings, 8 and | have come down to deliver them
out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and | have
also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, | will send you to Pharaoh
that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am |
that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But | will be with
you, and this shall be the sign for you, that | have sent you: when you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

Exodus 4:10-16
English Standard Version

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, | am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have
spoken to your servant, but | am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has
made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not |, the Lord? 12 Now
therefore go, and | will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my
Lord, please send someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said,



“Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? | know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to
meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the
words in his mouth, and | will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to
do. 16 He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him.

3. What was something from the passage or sermon that surprised you, helped you, confused you, or
bothered you?

4. What does this passage tell us about God? People? Living to please God?
5. What are the objections and questions that Moses raised? 3:11, 13, 4:1, 10

6. In his book, Confident Leader, Dan Reiland notes that “Moses’ confidence was paralyzed by lack of
belief.” From the passage, how do you see this reality in Moses’ life? How do you see this in your own
life?

7. From the passage, what are the things God mentions to help Moses become more confident in his
calling?

8. Of the common fears we face, which one do you struggle with most? Why? - Fear of the unknown,
failure, rejection, embarrassment

9. Insecurity can show up in many different ways. Which sign of insecurity do you most exhibit? Why?
People pleasing, Defensive behavior, Unhealthy competition, Taking yourself too seriously, Performance
oriented.

For Extra Study, Read the following passages: Exodus 3-4.
Exodus 3-4

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock
to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was
burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the
bush is not burned.” 4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was
afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard
their cry because of their taskmasters. | know their sufferings, 8 and | have come down to deliver them
out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and | have



also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, | will send you to Pharaoh
that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am |
that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But | will be with
you, and this shall be the sign for you, that | have sent you: when you have brought the people out of
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

13 Then Moses said to God, “If | come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall | say to them?” 14 God said to
Moses, “l am who | am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘Il am has sent me to you.”” 15 God
also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus
| am to be remembered throughout all generations. 16 Go and gather the elders of Israel together and
say to them, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has
appeared to me, saying, “I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 17 and | promise
that | will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.”” 18 And they
will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The
Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let us go a three days’ journey into the
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.” 19 But | know that the king of Egypt will not let
you go unless compelled by a mighty hand. 20 So | will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all the
wonders that | will do in it; after that he will let you go. 21 And | will give this people favor in the sight of
the Egyptians; and when you go, you shall not go empty, 22 but each woman shall ask of her neighbor,
and any woman who lives in her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them
on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.”

4 Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say,
‘The Lord did not appear to you.”” 2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.”
3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and
Moses ran from it. 4 But the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put
out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 5 “that they may believe that the Lord, the
God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”
6 Again, the Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” And he put his hand inside his cloak, and
when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 7 Then God said, “Put your hand back inside
your cloak.” So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was restored
like the rest of his flesh. 8 “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may
believe the latter sign. 9 If they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, you shall
take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the
Nile will become blood on the dry ground.”

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, | am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have
spoken to your servant, but | am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has
made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not |, the Lord? 12 Now
therefore go, and | will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my
Lord, please send someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said,
“Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? | know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to
meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the



words in his mouth, and | will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to
do. 16 He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him.
17 And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs.”

18 Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Please let me go back to my brothers in
Egypt to see whether they are still alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” 19 And the Lord said
to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your life are dead.” 20 So
Moses took his wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt.
And Moses took the staff of God in his hand.

21 And the Lord said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the
miracles that | have put in your power. But | will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go.
22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, Israel is my firstborn son, 23 and | say to you, “Let
my son go that he may serve me.” If you refuse to let him go, behold, | will kill your firstborn son.””

24 At a lodging place on the way the Lord met him and sought to put him to death. 25 Then Zipporah
took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin and touched Moses’ feet with it and said, “Surely you are a
bridegroom of blood to me!” 26 So he let him alone. It was then that she said, “A bridegroom of blood,”
because of the circumcision.

27 The Lord said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he went and met him at the
mountain of God and kissed him. 28 And Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord with which he had
sent him to speak, and all the signs that he had commanded him to do. 29 Then Moses and Aaron went
and gathered together all the elders of the people of Israel. 30 Aaron spoke all the words that the Lord
had spoken to Moses and did the signs in the sight of the people. 31 And the people believed; and when
they heard that the Lord had visited the people of Israel and that he had seen their affliction, they
bowed their heads and worshiped.

10. From these passages, what was God’s purpose in freeing Israel?
11. Why is this story more about God than Moses? What from the passage leads you to conclude this?
12. What needs to change in your life so that you can live this out?

13. Jot down any insights, questions, or key observations.

Application Questions
14. When you deal with overconfidence or underconfidence, what beliefs are you struggling with?

15. Why would God want us to believe in Him, instead of in ourselves? How does believing in Him give us
confidence?

16. How would believing that Jesus is with you, give you confidence and help you fight fear/insecurity?



Read these verses:
(Psalm 27:1, Isaiah 41:10, 2 Tim. 1:7).

Psalm 27:1 — The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my
life; of whom shall | be afraid?

Isaiah 41:10 — O fear not, for | am with you; be not dismayed, for | am your God; | will strengthen you, |
will help you, | will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

2 Timothy 1:7 — 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.

17. How could meditating on these verses help you fight insecurity and fear?

18. Belief in Christ gives us confidence to do what He’s placed before us. What are the things God has
placed before you and how could you embrace God’s call to share Him in that place?

19. What are some ways you can encourage each other to find your confidence in believing God is with
you?



