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Have you ever been in need of hope?
Fear — They fear God, and that’s how they find hope.
Fear of God - Considering who God is in light of who you are.

If you God, God promises hope.

Malachi 3:13-4:6 ESV

“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How
have we spoken against you?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is
the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the
LORD of hosts? And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only
prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’”

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him
of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. “They shall be mine,
says the LORD of hosts, in the day when | make up my treasured possession,
and | will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. Then once
more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked,
between one who serves God and one who does not serve him,



“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant
and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze,
says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. But
for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in
its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on
the day when | act, says the LORD of hosts.

‘Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that |
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

“‘Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day
of the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and
the hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a
decree of utter destruction.”

Why did God include this text in His Word?

Malachi 3:13-15 ESV

“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How
have we spoken against you?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is
the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the
LORD of hosts? And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only
prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’””



Malachi 3:16 ESV

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him
of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name.

Malachi 3:18 ESV

Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the
wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.

If you fear God, God promises hope.

Malachi 3:17 ESV

“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when | make up my
treasured possession, and | will spare them as a man spares his son who
serves him.

1. The God-fearing are “

2. The God-fearing are God’s




Exodus 19:5 ESV

5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you
shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;

Deuteronomy 7:6 ESV

6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has
chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples
who are on the face of the earth.

John 3:16 ESV

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

3. The God-fearing are

Mercy - Not receiving the punishment you deserve.

Genesis 32:30 ESV

30 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For | have seen
God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.”



Exodus 12:27 ESV

27 you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the LORD’s Passover, for he passed
over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians
but spared our houses.” ” And the people bowed their heads and worshiped.

Joshua 6:25 ESV

25 But Rahab the prostitute and her father’s household and all who belonged
to her, Joshua saved alive. And she has lived in Israel to this day, because
she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho.

Psalm 30:3 ESV
3 O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol;

you restored me to life from among those who go down to the pit.

For those who do not fear God, they are judged and condemned to death.

But, those who fear God by trusting Jesus Christ are spared.



4. The wicked are

Malachi 4:1 ESV

“For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant
and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze,
says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.

Malachi 4:2-3 ESV

But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing
In its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall
tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on
the day when | act, says the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 4:4 ESV

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that |
commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

1. The law tells us what pleases God.

2. The law proves we can’t cut it.

3. The law points to the promise.



Malachi 4:5-6 ESV

5 “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome
day of the LORD comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their
children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the
land with a decree of utter destruction.”

Luke 1:16-17 ESV

16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and
he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the

fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make

ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

Matthew 11:12-14 ESV

12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the Prophets and
the Law prophesied until John, 14 and if you are willing to accept it, he is
Elijah who is to come.

Matthew 17:12 ESV

12 But | tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him,
but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly
suffer at their hands.”



If you fear God, God promises hope.

1 Corinthians 11:26-29 ESV

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the
cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself.



