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Is there hope when we feel ____________________? 

 

Mark 15:16-26 ESV 

16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters), and they called 

together the whole battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown 

of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 And they 

were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 20 And 

when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And 

they led him out to crucify him. 

21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of 

Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which 

means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And 

they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each 

should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of the charge 

against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 

 

1. Jesus is abandoned through ____________________ 

John 18:33-37 ESV 

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” 

35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered you over to me. 

What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this 

world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my 

kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You 

say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to 

bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.” 

 

The crowd abandoned the claim that Jesus is the king of truth. 



Mark 15:27-32 ESV 

27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 29 And those who 

passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and 

rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief priests 

with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the 

Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe.” Those who were 

crucified with him also reviled him. 

 

 

Jesus was abandoned and mocked for 2 reasons: Being ____________________ over all / Being the 

____________________ to God 

 

“The magnitude of those claims brings out in all of our hearts a hostility. We can’t stand the size of those 

claims” 

—Tim Keller –https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/mocking-jesus/ 

 

 

“God, I believed in you, yet you didn’t deliver.” 

 

 

We overthrow the claims of Jesus and mock him by cementing ourselves as king and rescuer. 

 

 

Mark 15:33 ESV 

33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 

 

 

Exodus 10:21-23 ESV 

21 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over 

the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there 

was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone 

rise from his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where they lived. 



Mark 15:34 ESV 

34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 

Psalm 22:1 ESV 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my 

groaning? 

 

 

Benedict Arnold 

 

2. Jesus being ____________________ at the ____________________ shows us who he is 

Mark 15:35-36 ESV 

35 And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and 

filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 

whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 

 

Mark 15:37 ESV 

37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 

 



We are Benedict Arnold 

 

Galatians 3:13 ESV 

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is 

everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 

 

 

Mark 15:38-39 ESV 

38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who 

stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 

 

Jesus being _____________________ means we aren’t ____________________  

 

“Looking at the cross will… not tell you what the reason is for your suffering… but looking at the cross will 

tell you what the reason isn’t.” 

—Tim Keller -https://gospelinlife.com/sermon/the-death-of-jesus/ 

 

 

 

Psalm 22:24, 28 NIV 

24 For he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from 

him but has listened to his cry for help.… 28 for dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the 

nations. 

 

 

Jesus being abandoned means we aren’t abandoned 

 

  



Discussion Questions – March 17, 2024 – When Hope Seems Forsaken 

Getting to Know You: 

1. Share an experience where you had to abandon a project. How did you feel? Why did you abandon 

the project? 

2. Why do you think being abandoned hurts so much? 

 

Into the Bible: 

Read Mark 15:16-39 

16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters), and they called 

together the whole battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown 

of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 And they 

were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him. 20 And 

when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. And 

they led him out to crucify him. 

21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of 

Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which 

means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And 

they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each 

should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of the charge 

against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right 

and one on his left. 29 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You 

who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the 

cross!” 31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved 

others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that 

we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 

33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34 

And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is 

calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him 

to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a 

loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 

And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly 

this man was the Son of God!” 

 

 

 



3. What was something from the passage or sermon that surprised you, helped you, confused you, or 

bothered you? 

 

4. What does this passage tell us about God? People? Living to please God? 

 

5. How many times does the phrase “King of the Jews” appear in chapter 15 (1-39)? What is Mark trying 

to say about the events at the cross? 

 

6. In this passage, how does the mocking and abandonment of Jesus show us who we are? 

 

7. How do we mock or abandon Jesus in our daily lives? 

 

8. In what sense had God forsaken Jesus and why? Look up Habakkuk 1:13 to understand more of God’s 

character. 

Habakkuk 1:13 – 13 You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you 

idly look at traitors and remain silent when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he? 

 

9. In this passage, how does Jesus’ abandonment show us who Jesus really is? 

 

10. How does Psalm 22 end? What is Jesus ultimately claiming for himself? Did God ultimately abandon 

Jesus? 

 

For Extra Study: 

Read Matthew 27:27-54 

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the 

whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and twisting 

together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before 

him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and 

struck him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his 

own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 

32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his 

cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they offered 

him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when they had 



crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept 

watch over him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, 

the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 

39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who would destroy 

the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 

cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42 “He saved others; 

he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will 

believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son 

of God.’” 44 And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the 

ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling 

Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed 

and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save 

him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and 

the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen 

asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city 

and appeared to many. 54 When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, 

saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of 

God!” 

 

Read Luke 23:26-48 

26 And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and 

laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27 And there followed him a great multitude of the people 

and of women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters 

of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For behold, the 

days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the 

breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, 

‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And when they came 

to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one 

on his left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots 

to divide his garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He 

saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also 

mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 

yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself 

and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 

sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; 



but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

44 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 

while the sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with 

a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 

47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly this man was 

innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken 

place, returned home beating their breasts. 

 

Read John 19:16-37 

16 So he delivered him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus, 17 and he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called The Place of a Skull, 

which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either 

side, and Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also wrote an inscription and put it on the cross. It read, “Jesus 

of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus 

was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 So the chief 

priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but rather, ‘This man said, I am 

King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.” 

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his garments and divided them into four parts, one 

part for each soldier; also his tunic. But the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom, 

24 so they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it shall be.” This was to 

fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast 

lots.” So the soldiers did these things, 25 but standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his 

mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the 

disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then he 

said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 

28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A jar full 

of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his 

mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and 

gave up his spirit. 

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the 

Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken and that 

they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who 

had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they 

did not break his legs. 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once there came 

out blood and water. 35 He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is true, and he knows that he is 

telling the truth—that you also may believe. 36 For these things took place that the Scripture might be 

fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They will look on 

him whom they have pierced.” 



11. What are some of the different details mentioned in each gospel account of the crucifixion? 

 

12. If you read some of the other Gospel records of Jesus’ death, you learn that Jesus said several things 

while on the cross. Why do you think Mark only records this one saying for us? 

 

13. What point is Mark trying to make? 

 

14. What do you find challenging about trusting God? 

 

15. What needs to change in your life so that you can live this out? 

 

16. Jot down any insights, questions, or key observations. 

 

Application Questions 

17. When experiencing suffering and abandonment, why might we feel that God has abandoned us? 

 

18. Christianity is the only faith where God cried out in suffering “Why!!?” (Mark 15:34) How is that 

comforting when you feel abandoned? 

 

19. Tim Keller shared that “Looking at the cross will… not tell you what the reason is for your suffering… 

but looking at the cross will tell you what the reason isn’t.” How might this truth shape your life? 

 

20. How can we draw encouragement from the loneliness Jesus endured? 

 

21. When you are feeling abandoned, what are some ways you can trust Jesus as King of your life? 

 

22. When might you have to face loneliness and or abandonment this week? 

 

23. When we are abandoned, we feel alone. This week, how can we encourage and remind each other 

about the cross? 


