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The Gospel defines our identity.
Jesus is our persevering grace.

Ephesians 1:13-14 ESV

13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14
who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to
the praise of his glory.

Ephesians 2:4-7 ESV

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and
seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus.



Ephesians 3:20-21 ESV

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.
Amen.

Ephesians 6:10-20 ESV

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of
the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having
fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of
righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness
given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of
faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17
and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To
that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the
saints, 19 and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which | am an
ambassador in chains, that | may declare it boldly, as | ought to speak.

Exodus 15:3 NLT

3 The Lord is a warrior; Yahweh is his name!

Psalm 18:39 ESV

39 For you equipped me with strength for the battle; you made those who rise
against me sink under me.



Isaiah 42:13 HCSB

13 The Lord advances like a warrior; He stirs up His zeal like a soldier. He
shouts, He roars aloud, He prevails over His enemies.

Isaiah 11:5 ESV

5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his
loins.

Isaiah 49:2 ESV

2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid
me; he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away.

Because Jesus is our persevering grace, be in the
Lord.

1. Be aware of the

Ephesians 6:10-13 ESV

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of
the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.



Ephesians 1:20-23 ESV

20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and
gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 6:12 ESV

12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

* “The serpent” - Genesis 3:1.

* “Beelzebul” - Matthew 10:25, Luke 11:15.
* “The ruler of this world” - John 12:31.

* “The god of this age” - 2 Corinthians 4:4.
* “The evil one” - Matthew 13:19.

* “The dragon” - Revelation 12:9.

Luke 22:31-32 ESV

31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift
you like wheat, 32 but | have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And
when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”



2. Be equipped with

Ephesians 6:13-17 ESV

13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand
therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the
readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil
one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God,

A. Belt of Truth

B. Breastplate of Righteousness

Isaiah 59:17 ESV

17 He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on his
head; he put on garments of vengeance for clothing, and wrapped himself in
zeal as a cloak.

Proverbs 4:23 NIV

23 Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.



Ephesians 6:15 ESV

15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the
gospel of peace.

C. Gospel Shoes

Isaiah 52:7 ESV

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good
news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who
publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

D. Shield of Faith

Ephesians 6:16 ESV

16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;

E. Helmet of Salvation

1 Thessalonians 5:8 ESV

8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.



F. Sword of the Spirit

3. Be devoted to

Ephesians 6:18-20 ESV

18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that
end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 19
and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which | am an ambassador in
chains, that | may declare it boldly, as | ought to speak.

“We cannot know what prayer is for until we know that life is war. Life is war.
That’s not all it is. But it is certainly that. Our weakness in prayer is owing
largely to our neglect of this truth. Prayer is primarily a wartime walkie-talkie
for the mission of the church as it advances against the powers of darkness
and unbelief. It is not surprising that prayer malfunctions when we try to make
it a domestic intercom to call upstairs for more comforts in the den. God has
given us prayer as a wartime walkie-talkie so that we can call headquarters for
everything we need as the kingdom of Christ advances in the world.” — John
Piper



