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When terrifying _______________ arrives, how can we have no 

_______________? 

 

 

Luke 1:28-38 ESV 

28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 

you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 

sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 

Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in 

your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 

to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her 

old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who 

was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary 

said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 

word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 

 



God’s _______________ 

 

Luke 1:26-27 ESV 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, 

of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 

 

 

Luke 1:28-29 ESV 

28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 

you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what 

sort of greeting this might be. 

 

 

God’s _______________  

 

Luke 1:30 ESV 

30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. 

 

 

Genesis 6:8 ESV 

8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

 

 

Genesis 18:1-3 ESV 

18 And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door 

of his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, and 



behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran 

from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3 and said, “O 

Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 

 

 

FAVOR = GRACE 

 

 

God knows when you’ve been bad or good, and He’s good to you for your 

sake! That’s Grace! 

 

 

Grace – Fear 

 

“I bring grace, Mary. Let the assurance that this is grace take away your fear.” 

—John Piper 

 

 

 

Luke 1:31-33 ESV 

31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 

call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 

High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” 

 

 

 



Luke 1:34-37 ESV 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And 

the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 

called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 

age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 

called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

 

Mary’s _______________ to _______________ 

 

 

Luke 1:38 ESV 

38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 

God’s _______________ of _______________ to Us 

 

 

Romans 3:23-25a ESV 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by 

his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 

was to show God’s righteousness… 

 

 

Romans 8:28-29 ESV 

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, 

for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he 

foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 



Romans 8:31-39 ESV 

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 

how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring 

any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 

condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was 

raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep 

to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 

things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

When terrifying _______________ arrives, how can we have no 

_______________? 

 

 

Have no fear, Grace is here! 

 

  



Discussion Questions: 

1. What is the best Christmas party you’ve ever been to? 

 

 

2. When you have received “terrifying news”, what are some of the reactions 

you’ve had? 

 

a. Was it difficult to think straight? 

 

b. How did that feel? 

 

 

3. Read Luke 1:26-33 

Luke 1:26-33 ESV 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, 

of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to 

her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was 

greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 

a. What was something from the passage or sermon that surprised you, 

helped you, confused you, or bothered you? 

 

b. What does this passage tell us about God? People? Living to please God? 



c. In the terror, Mary stopped to think and understand. What are some ways 

you could do this? 

 

 

4. Share some ways God has been gracious to you in your life? 

 

 

5. Share some ways God has been gracious to you through Jesus 

 

 

6. Read Ephesians 2:1-10 

Ephesians 2:1-10 ESV 

2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 

following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we 

all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 

and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 

us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 

Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the 

coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 

toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so 

that no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 

in them. 

a. How does this passage describe us (before we met Jesus)? 

 

b. What are some of the things God did for us in Christ? 

 



c. What do we normally boast about? How would the Grace of God change 

this? 

 

 

7. How have you seen God use a terrifying situation as a “grace” towards 

you? 

 

 

8. How can this group remind you of that this week? 


