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Blind Spot

“How do you know if there is a in your
ability to see yourself accurately?”

—Dan Reiland - Confident Leader p.31

Exodus 4:10-17 ESV

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, | am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have
spoken to your servant, but | am slow of speech and of tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has
made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not |, the Lord? 12 Now
therefore go, and | will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my
Lord, please send someone else.” 14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said,
“Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? | know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to
meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 You shall speak to him and put the
words in his mouth, and | will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to
do. 16 He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him.
17 And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs.”

Exodus 4:16 ESV

16 He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him.

When we are struggling with our identity, we need to help us through our
blind spots.

Exodus 5:1-2 ESV

5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my
people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.”” 2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord,



that | should obey his voice and let Israel go? | do not know the Lord, and moreover, | will not let Israel

”

go.

Exodus 5:22-23 ESV

22 Then Moses turned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have you done evil to this people? Why did
you ever send me? 23 For since | came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has done evil to this
people, and you have not delivered your people at all.”

Exodus 6:1-5 ESV

But the Lord said to Moses, “Now you shall see what | will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will
send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.”

2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “l am the Lord. 3 | appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord | did not make myself known to them. 4 | also established my
covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 5
Moreover, | have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and |
have remembered my covenant.

Exodus 6:6-8 ESV

6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘l am the Lord, and | will bring you out from under the burdens of
the Egyptians, and | will deliver you from slavery to them, and | will redeem you with an outstretched
arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 | will take you to be my people, and | will be your God, and you
shall know that | am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians. 8 | will bring you into the land that | swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. | will
give it to you for a possession. | am the Lord.””

Exodus 6:9 ESV

9 Moses spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken
spirit and harsh slavery.

Exodus 6:12 ESV

12 But Moses said to the Lord, “Behold, the people of Israel have not listened to me. How then shall
Pharaoh listen to me, for | am of uncircumcised lips?”



Your identity can make you to think that it’s your
identity.

Exodus 6:28-30 ESV

28 On the day when the Lord spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 the Lord said to Moses, “l am the
Lord; tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that | say to you.” 30 But Moses said to the Lord, “Behold, | am of
uncircumcised lips. How will Pharaoh listen to me?”

Exodus 7:1-2 ESV

And the Lord said to Moses, “See, | have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be
your prophet. 2 You shall speak all that | command you, and your brother Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let
the people of Israel go out of his land.

Exodus 7:19 ESV

19 And the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters
of Egypt, over their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all their pools of water, so that they may
become blood, and there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in
vessels of stone.””

Exodus 8:5 ESV

5 And the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over
the canals and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt!"”

Exodus 8:16 ESV

16 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so
that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.”

Exodus 9:8 ESV

8 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let Moses throw
them in the air in the sight of Pharaoh.



Exodus 9:16 ESV

16 But for this purpose | have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed
in all the earth.

Exodus 9:22 ESV

22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be hail in all
the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.”

Exodus 10:12 ESV

12 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, so that
they may come upon the land of Egypt and eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has left.”

Exodus 10:21 ESV

21 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness
over the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.”

Exodus 11:4-8 ESV

4 So Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘About midnight | will go out in the midst of Egypt, 5 and every
firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the
firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. 6 There shall be a
great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again. 7 But not
a dog shall growl against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that the
Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.” 8 And all these your servants shall come down to me
and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, you and all the people who follow you.” And after that | will go
out.” And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger.

Exodus 14:13-14 ESV

13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will
work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will
fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”

When we trust God and give Him credit, it us.




Exodus 14:30-31 ESV

30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great power that the Lord used against the Egyptians, so the people
feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

How did Moses overcome his of his “failure” identity
and become confident?

1. your identity in God

Exodus 14:31b ESV

...s0 the people feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.

Who you are always what you do.

When you trust Jesus:

A. You are and valued

John 3:16 ESV - Loved

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life.

Ephesians 2:8 ESV — Given a free gift of salvation

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,

Galatians 3:26 ESV — Child of the King

26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.

B. You are —1John 2:12 ESV

12 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name’s sake.



C. You are to honor Him — Eph. 2:10

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand,
that we should walk in them.

2. Be

“Self awareness is an honest understanding of your own values, desires, thought patterns, motivations,
goals and ambitions, emotional responses, strengths and weaknesses, and effect on others.”

—Muichael Frisina — Influential Leadership p.17

“To be self aware, you have to ask: Why am | thinking this way? How do | behave when | am hurt,
embarrassed or frustrated? What makes me angry and how does my anger impact others? Do people
around me walk on eggshells or does my authentic joy draw them closer to me?”

—Dan Reiland - p.39

3. who God made you to be

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 ESV

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has
come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.

Understanding your identity in gives you
in life.




Discussion Questions — May 12, 2024 — Who are you?
Getting to know you Questions:
1. How would you define yourself?

2. Have you ever discovered a personal blind spot? What was it? How surprised were you?

Into the Bible Questions:
Read Exodus 6:1-12, 28-30

But the Lord said to Moses, “Now you shall see what | will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will
send them out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.”

2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “l am the Lord. 3 | appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob,
as God Almighty, but by my name the Lord | did not make myself known to them. 4 | also established my
covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 5
Moreover, | have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and |
have remembered my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘l am the Lord, and | will bring
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will deliver you from slavery to them, and | will
redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 | will take you to be my people,
and | will be your God, and you shall know that | am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 | will bring you into the land that | swore to give to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob. | will give it to you for a possession. | am the Lord.”” 9 Moses spoke thus to the
people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery.

10 So the Lord said to Moses, 11 “Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the people of Israel go out of his
land.” 12 But Moses said to the Lord, “Behold, the people of Israel have not listened to me. How then
shall Pharaoh listen to me, for | am of uncircumcised lips?”...

28 On the day when the Lord spoke to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 the Lord said to Moses, “l am the
Lord; tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that | say to you.” 30 But Moses said to the Lord, “Behold, | am of
uncircumcised lips. How will Pharaoh listen to me?”

3. What was something from the passage or sermon that surprised you, helped you, confused you, or
bothered you?

4. What does this passage tell us about God? People? Living to please God?
5. How does Moses view himself?

6. How does God view him?



Read Exodus 14:13-14, 30-31

13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will
work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will
fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”

7. What has changed about how Moses views himself and how others view him?

8. Pastor lan shared, “Moses knew what God was doing. He knew it was God’s work and he gave God
credit.” How did Moses’ belief in God change his identity?

9. If you are a follower of Jesus, how does God define your identity? How might this change how you
live?

For Extra Study, Read the following passages: Exodus 9-11.
Exodus 9-11 ESV

9 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the
Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 2 For if you refuse to let them go and still hold
them, 3 behold, the hand of the Lord will fall with a very severe plague upon your livestock that are in
the field, the horses, the donkeys, the camels, the herds, and the flocks. 4 But the Lord will make a
distinction between the livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, so that nothing of all that belongs
to the people of Israel shall die.””” 5 And the Lord set a time, saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do this
thing in the land.” 6 And the next day the Lord did this thing. All the livestock of the Egyptians died, but
not one of the livestock of the people of Israel died. 7 And Pharaoh sent, and behold, not one of the
livestock of Israel was dead. But the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.

8 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Take handfuls of soot from the kiln, and let Moses throw them
in the air in the sight of Pharaoh. 9 It shall become fine dust over all the land of Egypt, and become boils
breaking out in sores on man and beast throughout all the land of Egypt.” 10 So they took soot from the
kiln and stood before Pharaoh. And Moses threw it in the air, and it became boils breaking out in sores
on man and beast. 11 And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils
came upon the magicians and upon all the Egyptians. 12 But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh,
and he did not listen to them, as the Lord had spoken to Moses.

13 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and
say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. 14
For this time | will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, so that
you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15 For by now | could have put out my hand



and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 16 But
for this purpose | have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all
the earth. 17 You are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let them go. 18 Behold, about
this time tomorrow | will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in Egypt from the day it
was founded until now. 19 Now therefore send, get your livestock and all that you have in the field into
safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and is not brought home will die when the hail
falls on them.””” 20 Then whoever feared the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh hurried
his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21 but whoever did not pay attention to the word of the Lord
left his slaves and his livestock in the field.

22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be hail in all
the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 23 Then Moses
stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the Lord sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the
earth. And the Lord rained hail upon the land of Egypt. 24 There was hail and fire flashing continually in
the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a
nation. 25 The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and
beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. 26 Only in the
land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail.

27 Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time | have sinned; the Lord is
in the right, and | and my people are in the wrong. 28 Plead with the Lord, for there has been enough of
God’s thunder and hail. | will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.” 29 Moses said to him, “As soon as |
have gone out of the city, | will stretch out my hands to the Lord. The thunder will cease, and there will
be no more hail, so that you may know that the earth is the Lord’s. 30 But as for you and your servants, |
know that you do not yet fear the Lord God.” 31 (The flax and the barley were struck down, for the
barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. 32 But the wheat and the emmer were not struck down,
for they are late in coming up.) 33 So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and stretched out his
hands to the Lord, and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon the earth.
34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and
hardened his heart, he and his servants. 35 So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the
people of Israel go, just as the Lord had spoken through Moses.

10 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for | have hardened his heart and the heart of his
servants, that | may show these signs of mine among them, 2 and that you may tell in the hearing of
your son and of your grandson how | have dealt harshly with the Egyptians and what signs | have done
among them, that you may know that | am the Lord.”

3 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews,
‘How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my people go, that they may serve me. 4
For if you refuse to let my people go, behold, tomorrow | will bring locusts into your country, 5 and they



shall cover the face of the land, so that no one can see the land. And they shall eat what is left to you
after the hail, and they shall eat every tree of yours that grows in the field, 6 and they shall fill your
houses and the houses of all your servants and of all the Egyptians, as neither your fathers nor your
grandfathers have seen, from the day they came on earth to this day.”” Then he turned and went out
from Pharaoh.

7 Then Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long shall this man be a snare to us? Let the men go, that
they may serve the Lord their God. Do you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined?” 8 So Moses and
Aaron were brought back to Pharaoh. And he said to them, “Go, serve the Lord your God. But which
ones are to go?” 9 Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old. We will go with our sons and
daughters and with our flocks and herds, for we must hold a feast to the Lord.” 10 But he said to them,
“The Lord be with you, if ever | let you and your little ones go! Look, you have some evil purpose in mind.
11 No! Go, the men among you, and serve the Lord, for that is what you are asking.” And they were
driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.

12 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, so that
they may come upon the land of Egypt and eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has left.” 13 So
Moses stretched out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the Lord brought an east wind upon the land all
that day and all that night. When it was morning, the east wind had brought the locusts. 14 The locusts
came up over all the land of Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense swarm of
locusts as had never been before, nor ever will be again. 15 They covered the face of the whole land, so
that the land was darkened, and they ate all the plants in the land and all the fruit of the trees that the
hail had left. Not a green thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, through all the land of
Egypt. 16 Then Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against the Lord your
God, and against you. 17 Now therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this once, and plead with the Lord
your God only to remove this death from me.” 18 So he went out from Pharaoh and pleaded with the
Lord. 19 And the Lord turned the wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove
them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was left in all the country of Egypt. 20 But the Lord hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go.

21 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over
the land of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there
was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone
rise from his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where they lived. 24 Then Pharaoh
called Moses and said, “Go, serve the Lord; your little ones also may go with you; only let your flocks and
your herds remain behind.” 25 But Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings,
that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God. 26 Our livestock also must go with us; not a hoof shall be left
behind, for we must take of them to serve the Lord our God, and we do not know with what we must
serve the Lord until we arrive there.” 27 But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let
them go. 28 Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take care never to see my face again, for on
the day you see my face you shall die.” 29 Moses said, “As you say! | will not see your face again.”



11 The Lord said to Moses, “Yet one plague more | will bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt. Afterward
he will let you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you away completely. 2 Speak now in the
hearing of the people, that they ask, every man of his neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for
silver and gold jewelry.” 3 And the Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the
man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the
people.

4 So Moses said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘About midnight | will go out in the midst of Egypt, 5 and every
firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the
firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. 6 There shall be a
great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again. 7 But not
a dog shall growl against any of the people of Israel, either man or beast, that you may know that the
Lord makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.” 8 And all these your servants shall come down to me
and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get out, you and all the people who follow you.” And after that | will go
out.” And he went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. 9 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh will not listen
to you, that my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.”

10 Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, and the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and
he did not let the people of Israel go out of his land.

10. From these passages, how did God act?

11. How did God help Moses grow as a confident leader?

12. How did Moses’ confidence in his identity in God give God more glory?
13. What needs to change in your life so that you can live this out?

14. Jot down any insights, questions, or key observations.

Application Questions
15. Knowing who you are precedes what you do. How have you seen this truth play out in life?

16. When trying to grow in self awareness Dan Reiland offers several questions for self examination.
Which ones do you need to ask?

17. How do | behave when | am hurt, embarrassed or frustrated?
18. What makes me angry and how does my anger impact others?
19. Do people around me walk on eggshells or does my authentic joy draw them closer to me?

20. What fuels you? What makes you tick? What gets you pumped up in the morning about the day?



21. What are you good at doing?
22. What are your strengths and weaknesses?
23. What comes easily and naturally to you, and what do you have to work extra hard to finish?

24. Do you know how others perceive you? Do people like you? Do you know why? Confident Leader
P.39-40

25. What do you need to change/trust God with? What would change in your life if you did this?

26. What would your life look like if you believed what God said about you, more than others or
yourself?

27. How can this group help?



