FIVE SMOOTH STONE SERIES
“When the Brook Dries Up”

(I Kings 17:1-24)

“Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the Lord, the God of Israel,
lives, before whom | stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my
word.” 2 And the word of the Lord came to him: 3 ‘Depart from here and turn eastward and hide
yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 You shall drink from the brook, and |
have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5 So he went and did according to the word of
the Lord. He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east of the Jordan. ¢ And the ravens brought
him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the

brook. 7 And after a while the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.” (I Kings 17:1-7)
% The Brook Dried Up
* God Directs Elijah’s Steps
* God Challenges Elijah’s Faith
> The Experience of Lack after a Period of Prosperity
What doe the brook represent?

> The Appearance of Worse on the Pathway of Obedience (Vs. 8-24)

“Then the word of the Lord came to him, ? Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to
Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, | have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So

he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a



widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a little water in
a vessel, that | may drink.” 11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said,
‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 And she said, ‘As the Lord your God lives, |
have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now | am
gathering a couple of sticks that | may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we
may eat it and die.” 13 And Elijah said to her, 'Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But
first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make something for
yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not
be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon
the earth.” * 15 And she went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate
for many days. 16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty,
according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 17 After this the son of the
woman, the mistress of the house, became ill. And his illness was so severe that there was
no breath left in him. 18 And she said to Elijah, ‘What have you against me, O man of God?
You have come to me to bring my sin to remembrance and to cause the death of my
son!” 19 And he said to her, ‘Give me your son.” And he took him from her arms and carried
him up into the upper chamber where he lodged, and laid him on his own bed. 20 And he
cried to the Lord, ‘O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with
whom [ sojourn, by killing her son?’ 21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times
and cried to the Lord, ‘O Lord my God, let this child’s life come into him again.” 22 And
the Lord listened to the voice of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again,
and he revived. 23 And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper
chamber into the house and delivered him to his mother. And Elijah said, ‘See, your son
lives.” 24 And the woman said to Elijah, ‘Now | know that you are a man of God, and that

the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.”” (I Kings 17:8-24)



% The Boy Died

* The Widow's Ultimate Crisis

* The Widow's Uneasy Conscience

< The Broken Delivered

* God’s Provision in an Impossible Situation

* God's Power in an Idolatrous Setting

% Why Our Brook Sometimes Dries Up

Elijah's 'Drying Brook experience' offers us many precious truths. Let me list a few:

* It Teaches Us Dependence

* |t Teaches Us Patience

“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation works patience.”

(Romans 5:3)

“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith works patience. But let patience have her perfect

work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” (James 1:3, 4)



“For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the

promise.” (Hebrews 10:36)

* It Strengthens Our Prayer Life

"Lord, in trouble have they visited thee; they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was

upon them.” (Isaiah 26:16)

* |t Drives Us Closer to God

"Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in

distresses for Christ's sake: for when | am weak, than am | strong.” (Il Corinthians 12:10)

* It Prepares Us for Greater Future Ministry

Conclusion:

ALWAYS LISTEN FOR THE VOICE OF GOD! Especially when your brook dries up,

listen for the voice of God just as Elijah did. Listen to | Kings 17:7-9,

"And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the
land. And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 'Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which
belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, | have commanded a widow woman there to sustain

thee'" (1 Kings 17:7-9)

"And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the

LORD, which he spake by Elijah" (1 Kings 17:16)
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