
The Evidence of Forgiveness 
Luke 3:1-14 

Luke 3:1–6 (NIV) 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, 
his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias 
tetrarch of Abilene—2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 5 Every 
valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways 
smooth.  
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” (see Jer. 2:22) 

Luke 3:7–9 (NET) 
7 So John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You offspring of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruit that proves your repentance, and don’t begin to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that God can raise up children for Abraham from these stones!9 Even 
now the ax is laid at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 

Luke 12:4–5 (NIV) 
4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 5 But I will show 
you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, 
I tell you, fear him. 

Luke 3:10–14 (NIV) 
10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with 
the one who has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. 
“Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 14 
Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people 
falsely—be content with your pay.” 

Psalm 32:1–5 (NIV) 
1 Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 2 Blessed is the one whose sin the 
Lord does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. 3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was sapped as in 
the heat of summer. 5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
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Discussion Questions  
Luke 3:1-14: The Evidence of Forgiveness 

1. Read Luke 3:8. What does John mean by his statement, “Therefore produce fruit that proves your 
repentance”?  

2. “Without repentance there is NO forgiveness.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement. Share 
any Scripture that would support your view. 

3. Read Proverbs 26:11. How would you answer a person who asks you to explain what this means?  

4. Read Luke 3:10-14. What is the evidence of forgiveness? 

5. Read Psalm 32:1–4. Explain the results of the writer’s 2 different responses to God’s conviction of sin 
in his life. Have you experienced something similar? Explain your answer.  

* Pray for one another & ask God for opportunities to share Jesus & develop disciples. 


