
 

Catch the Context  
Matthew 5:38–48 (NIV)  
You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps 
you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.  And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over 
your coat as well.  If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles.  Give to the one who asks you, and do not 
turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 
You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you,  that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 
not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do 
not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

BIG TRUTH: Jesus commands us to care for those who don’t care for us 
“Love your enemies” - Jesus = Love is action that demonstrates you have another person’s best interest in mind. 
The Law of Retaliation 
Matthew 5:38 (NIV)  
You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’  But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. 

Jesus deals with a quotation found in 3 Old Testament passages: Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21. This phrase, "an eye for 
an eye and a tooth for a tooth" is known as the law of retaliation found in other documents like the Code of Hammurabi 
(dated back to about 1754 BC).  

• This was actually a law that limited the response. The wrongdoer had to pay, but the judgment had to fit the crime.      
Eye for eye was not taken literally, but figuratively. 

Exodus 21:23–27 (NET) But if there is serious injury, then you will give a life for a life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise. “If a man strikes the eye of his male servant 
or his female servant so that he destroys it, he will let the servant go free as compensation for the eye. If he knocks 
out the tooth of his male servant or his female servant, he will let the servant go free as compensation for the tooth. 

✓The law of retaliation was meant for courts to settle disputes (Dt 19:15–21), not to be applied by individuals seeking revenge.   1

✗ Jewish tradition turned what was intended to be a restriction for civil courts into personal license for revenge. 
Jesus takes this law of retaliation and illustrates the higher principle of non-retaliation.  

4 Scenarios - Care for those who don’t care about us 
Matthew 5:39-42 (NIV)  
But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. And 
if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with 
them two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  

Do not resist an evil person?  
• The believer IS commanded to resist the devil (James 4:7), so this can't mean we NEVER resist evil.  
• This doesn’t mean we never defend the innocent from evil. God was upset with leaders who didn't protect the orphans 

and defend the rights of the widows (Is 1:17, 23).  
• This doesn’t mean Christians can’t serve in military or police service. Jesus had several military men approach Him, yet 

he told NONE of them to quit their jobs. Neither did John the Baptist (see Lk 3:14). 
• Paul writes that government is given by God to protect the innocent & punish the evildoer (Rom 13:1-7). Surely it is not 

Jesus' desire to do away with all the legal protection HE AUTHORED in the Scriptures given to Moses.  
✗ ”Do not resist the evil person” is NOT a blanket statement to do away with law & allow the evildoers to take over our world.  
✓This is a command for individual followers of Jesus 1) never to take justice into their own hands & 2) never to return 

INSULT for INSULT.  

 R. Kent Hughes, The Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the Kingdom, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2001), 132.1

11: TURN THE OTHER CHEEK (Matthew 5:38–48) 
Everyone has heard the phrase, “Turn the other cheek.”  

Most people can even tell you who said it. But what was Jesus meaning when He said that? 
Today we are challenged to love our friends - family - ENEMIES.



Turn the Other Cheek 
Matthew 5:39 (NIV)  
But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 

Most people are right handed, so this slap on the right cheek likely means a backhanded slap - a tremendous INSULT in 
that culture, not meant to wound physically as much as to wound emotionally, what Craig Keener calls "the severest public 
affront to a person’s dignity.”  The Mishnah (later collection of oral Jewish traditions) shows the repayment for wrongfully 2

backhanding another was double the fee for slapping him with an open palm.  3

To strike the cheek was more about INSULT than ASSAULT. Jesus was later struck on the face while responding to the high 
priest, but Jesus did NOT turn the other cheek. Instead, He demanded an reason for being struck. (Jn 18:22–23) So, either 
Jesus didn't practice what He was preaching OR Jesus was talking about how believers are to respond to INSULT, not ASSAULT.  

✓Christians are not to return insult for insult, but are to turn to them the other cheek also. 

Romans 12:14, 19–21 (NIV) Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse…Do not take revenge, my dear 
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  On the contrary: 
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals 
on his head.” [Prov 25:21-22]  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

The command of Jesus to turn to them the other cheek is NOT a command to never protect yourself or others, but a 
command to not  respond to insults with insults. We are to bless instead of curse our enemies. 

Jesus commands us to care for those who don’t care for us. 

Found Guilty? Be Gracious. 
Matthew 5:40 (NET) And if someone wants to sue you and to take your tunic, let him your coat also. 

The believer’s response is based on someone wanting to sue you as another thinks they have a legal case to demand 
repayment or justice for something you have done against them. And maybe you are guilty. Here again, Jesus is raising the 
bar of LOVE above the bar of LAW. Rather than scheming how to retaliate against our enemies, followers of Jesus are to 
consider how we might resuscitate our enemies; that they might see our love and think…WHY would they DO that?  

• In Jewish society it was legal to sue for the body-length tunic, the clothes worn up against the skin.  

• It was illegal to take someone's outer coat for a permanent possession, since it doubled as a blanket during the chilly 
evenings. Biblical law did not allow it to be taken overnight (Ex 22:26–27; Dt 24:12–13). This coat was the one possession 
your enemy could not take and keep, yet Jesus tells His followers to offer it as well. If you have wronged another, this would 
communicate your genuine regret. If you have not wronged them, but been found guilty, it shows incredible generosity. 

Gracious Toward Pagans 
Matthew 5:41 (NIV) If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 

The Jewish person hearing Jesus would have immediately thought of their greatest enemies - the Romans - occupying their land. 
The Roman military had the right to force civilians to carry their equipment for one mile. Yet Jesus tells his followers to offer 
to go an extra mile. WHY? After all, these were pagan Romans! 

Kent Hughes: ”Jesus calls for a revolutionary response in a difficult situation—cheerfulness."   4

Which will WE be known for - our RIGHTS or our RIGHTEOUSNESS - our LIBERTY or our LOVE? 

Giving to Those Who Can’t Give Back 
Matthew 5:42 (NIV) Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 

The Old Testament precedent can be found in Deuteronomy 15. 

Deuteronomy 15:7–8, 10 (LSB) If there is a needy one among you, one of your brothers, in any of your gates of the 
towns in your land which Yahweh your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart nor close your hand from your 
needy brother; but you shall freely open your hand to him and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need in 
whatever he lacks...You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall not be grieved when you give to him, because 
for this thing Yahweh your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you send forth your hand to do.  

Rather than worrying about whether one can repay what we give them to survive, we should be generous. Jesus is speaking 
to genuine needs when he says “Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to 
borrow from you.” *Use discernment in who you give to and how you give. 

 Craig S. Keener, The Gospel of Matthew: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI;  Cambridge, U.K.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2009), 197.2

 Jacob Neusner, The Mishnah : A New Translation (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1988), 521.3

 Hughes, 135.4



Love Your Enemy 
Matthew 5:43–45 (NIV)  
You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you,  that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 

Love your neighbor is a prescribed command from Yahweh (Lev. 19:18), while “hate your enemy” is nowhere commanded 
in the Scriptures. This is probably a tradition developed from the described imprecatory prayers like:  

Do I not hate those who hate you, LORD, and abhor those who are in rebellion against you?  I have nothing but hatred for 
them; I count them my enemies. (Ps 139:21–22 NIV)  

WHY we should love our enemy? 
So that you may be like your Father in heaven, providing for the needs of His friends & enemies. God doesn’t withhold 
sun, rain, & food from His enemies. God cares for those who don’t care for Him. 

HOW can we love our enemy?  
1. Obviously, we must be kind to our enemies. As already mentioned, we don’t return insult for insult, we give more than what 

we owe, we go the extra mile, & we provide for physical needs - even for our ENEMIES.  

2. Pray for those who persecute you - lift them before our gracious God - with their best interest in mind. “God save them. 
God help them. God use ME to help save them & help them.” 

Follow Your Father’s Example 
Matthew 5:46-48 (NIV)  
If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet only 
your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

Some of the meanest people love their own friends & families. Anybody can do that - even tax collectors and pagans - 
those who cheat their own people or those who follow false gods know how to love those who love them back.  

Jesus commands us to care for those who don’t care for us 
John MacArthur notes  examples that demonstrate the Spirit-led love Jesus commands to show:  5

• Abraham allowed his nephew Lot to choose the best land, instead of keeping it for himself (Gen 13:8-11). 

• Joseph embraced, kissed, & wept over the brothers who had sold him into slavery (Gen 45).  

• David refused to kill king Saul when he had the chance, even though Saul attempted to kill him several times (1 Sam 24).  

• Elisha fed the enemy Assyrian army and sent them back home instead of having them killed (2 Kgs 6:21-23).  

• Stephen prayed for those who were stoning him to death, asking God not to hold their actions against them (Acts 7:54–60). 

• Followers of Jesus are to be perfect... as your heavenly Father is perfect (v. 48). God is our moral standard, the example 
we are to follow. And while we are imperfect, our Heavenly Father forgives us, makes us righteous, and empowers us to walk 
in purity and follow His commands - including loving our enemies. 

Jesus - Our Ultimate Example 
1 Peter 2:20b–23 (NIV) 
But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. To this you were called, because 
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in His steps. “He committed no sin, and no 
deceit was found in his mouth.” When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

Think about WHO wrote this! Peter, the follower of Jesus was forever reminded to follow in His steps. The Father sent 
Jesus sent Jesus to the cross ”to demonstrate His love for us while we were still sinners.” (Rom. 5:8) - that means He loved 
us…BEFORE we deserved it. And now… 

Jesus commands us to love those who don’t love us. 

 MacArthur, 336.5



 
 

discussionquestions
Take some time to discuss these questions with your family, friends, or group.

1. What challenged or encouraged you most from today’s teaching? (Look back in your notes to help explain your answer.) 

2. Have you ever had a moment when you wanted to take personal vengeance against another person? Why? 

3. Today’s BIG TRUTH: Jesus commands us to care for those who don’t care for us. Why is this so difficult? Why is this 
so important? 

4. Read Matthew 5:38-42 & Exodus 21:23-27. While the law of retaliation is meant to limit the response to what is just 
repayment, why is the law of love the higher standard that Jesus commands us to follow? Share about a time when you 
were encouraged by seeing a Christian who loved his/her enemies well. 

5. Read Romans 12:14, 19-21. What are some practical ways we can bless those who curse us? What is the ultimate 
promise we can trust and command we are to follow? 

6. Read Matthew 5:43-48. What does pray for our enemies - prayer with their best interest in mind - sound like? Give an 
example of how you might pray for an enemy.  

7. Discuss how these biblical examples make you proud to be a follower of our Gracious God.  

• Abraham quieting conflict with Lot (Gen 13:8-11) 

• Joseph forgiving his brothers who sold him into slavery (Gen 45) 

• David refusing to take revenge against King Saul (1 Sam 24) 

• Elisha feeding the enemy Assyrian army rather than killing them (2 Kgs 6:21-23) 

• Stephen’s prayer for those who were stoning him to death (Acts 7:54–60).  

8. Read 1 Peter 2:20-23. If we follow “in His steps”, what are characteristics that should be true of us? We need the Spirit’s help 
with this. Take a moment and pray that WE may be examples of the Lord Jesus, as we care for those who don’t care for us. 

heretoserveyou                                                                 
Have questions and need some help? …real soon…how about now? Please call or text us soon! 
* Contact Jackie (850-673-1582), Christy (850-673-9764), Caleb (864-315-8015), or another follower of Jesus soon!  
* Or call our deacons & wives: Alan & Christy Androski (850-464-1428), Steve & Debbie Bass (850-673-7952),               

Freddy & Joyce Howard (850-973-0047), Tim & Joni Hughey (850-464-1156), Mark & Dot Mancil (850-253-5405),               
Boss & Amelia Mulkey (850-464-6717), or Tom & Martha Waddail (850-973-0011). 


