
A F IVE-WEEK GROUP STUDY 

IN THE  BOOK OF ACTS  

WEEK THREE  



WEEKLY READING  

Read: Acts 5 - 8 

For extra background, read:  Romans 8:28 and Philippians 1:6 

Read ahead for next week:  Read Acts 9 

GROUP DISCUSSION  

1. As you reflect back on Sunday’s message, what thoughts, ideas, phrases, or Scriptures stand out to you?  Was 

there anything that specifically spoke to you?  Is there anything you disagreed with or had questions about? 

2. In Acts 5:1-11, we read a troubling story about a man named Ananias and his wife Sapphira.  Read the story out 

loud and discuss your initial reaction.   
 

For some additional thoughts on this story, go to https://www.gotquestions.org/Ananias-and-Sapphira.html * 

3. In Acts 5:33-39, a Pharisee named Gamaliel convinced his fellow Pharisees to let the apostles continue preaching 

about Jesus, saying, “If their purpose is of human origin, it will fail.  But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop 

them.”  How does the expansion of the church over the past 2,000 years validate it’s divine origin? 

4. In Acts 1:21-26, Matthias was chosen to replace Judas as one of the 12 apostles.  When you read Acts 6:1-7, 

what is different between the two selection processes?  As you consider the fact that the selection of Matthias 

was before the apostles received the Holy Spirit and the selection of the seven was after the apostles received 

the Holy Spirit, what does that tell you about the way believers today can make decisions? 

5. In Acts 7:54-60, we read the tragic story of Stephen’s death.  When you read Stephen’s words in verse 60, how 

does that compare to your typical attitude when someone does something to hurt you? 

6. Pastor Doug pointed out some of the good things that were happening because the church was scattered.  As 

you skim Acts 8, what are some of the good things that were happening in the region of Samaria? 

7. Describe a difficult circumstance in your life that God used to produce something good.  Read Romans 8:28 and 

Philippians 1:6 and discuss. 

* A copy of this article is included on page 4 

 

WEEK THREE  

Goals for this session:   To better understand that sometimes God uses difficult circumstances to bring about good 

Missed the sermon?  Watch it at www.youtube.com/venturamissionary 

Break the Ice:   What was your first car?  Where did you drive the first time you drove your first car?  

GETTING STARTED  



ACTION STEPS  

Read Acts 7:59-60 again.  Write a list of people you are harboring resentment and unforgiveness towards and then 

speak Stephen’s words over them, releasing them from your unforgiveness. 

PRAY 

Pray for each other:  Have the group leader of a volunteer pray over the difficult circumstances group members are 

facing 

Pray on your own:  Every day this week, thank God for the truth of Philippians 1:6.  Thank Him that he is faithful and will 

complete the good work He started in you. 

WEEK THREE  

NOTES  
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Why did God kill Ananias and Sapphira for lying? 

 

The story of Ananias and Sapphira is found in Acts 5, and it is a sad story, indeed. It actually begins at the end of chap-

ter 4 with the description of the early church in Jerusalem, a group of believers so filled with the Holy Spirit that they 

were of one heart and one mind. Great power and grace were on the apostles, who preached and testified of the 

risen Savior. So knit together were the hearts of the people that they held all their possessions loosely and willingly 

shared them with one another, not because they were coerced but because they loved one another. Those who sold 

land and houses gave of their profits to the apostles, who distributed the gifts to those in need.  

Two members of this group were Ananias and his wife, Sapphira; they also had sold a field. Part of the profit from their 

sale was kept back by the couple, and Ananias only laid a part of the money at the apostles’ feet. However, Ananias 

made a pretense of having given all the proceeds. This hypocritical show may have fooled some, but not Peter, who 

was filled with the power of the Spirit. Peter knew instantly that Ananias was lying—not just to him but to God—and ex-

posed his hypocrisy then and there. Ananias fell down and died (Acts 5:4). When Sapphira showed up, she, too, lied to 

Peter and to God, saying that they had donated the entire proceeds of the sale of the land to the church. When her 

lie had been exposed, she also fell down and died at Peter’s feet. 

Some speculate that these two deaths were from natural causes. Perhaps Ananias died from shock or guilt, but Peter 

pronounced Sapphira’s death before she died, and the coincidental timing and place of their deaths indicate that 

this was indeed God’s judgment. The question is why. Why would God kill two people for lying?  

God’s reasons for bringing about the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira involve His abhorrence of sin, the hypocrisy of the 

couple, and the lesson for the rest of the church, both then and now. It can be easy today to gloss over the holiness of 

God, to forget that He is righteous and pure and that He hates sin wholeheartedly. This particular sin of hypocrisy in the 

church was dealt with swiftly and decisively. 

Were Ananias and Sapphira saved? We believe they probably were. Their story is told in the context of the actions of 

“all the believers” (Acts 4:32). They knew of the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3), and Ananias’s lie could have been an earlier 

promise that he would give the whole amount of the sale to the Lord. But the best evidence that they were children of 

God may be that they received discipline: “If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you 

are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all” (Hebrews 12:8; see also 1 Corinthians 5:12). Ananias and his wife 

had conspired to garner the accolades of the church; but their conspiracy led to the sin unto death.  

The case of Ananias and Sapphira illustrates the fact that even believers can be led into bold, flagrant sin. It was Satan 

that had filled their hearts to lie in this way (Acts 5:3) and “to test the Spirit of the Lord” (verse 9). Covetousness, hypocri-

sy, and a desire for the praise of men all played a part in their demise. 

The sudden, dramatic deaths of Ananias and Sapphira served to purify and warn the church. “Great fear seized the 

whole church” (Acts 5:11). Right away, in the church’s infancy, God made it plain that hypocrisy and dissimulation 

were not going to be tolerated, and His judgment of Ananias and Sapphira helped guard the church against future 

pretense. God laid the bodies of Ananias and Sapphira in the path of every hypocrite who would seek to enter the 

church.  

Furthermore, the incident involving Ananias and Sapphira helped to establish the apostles’ authority in the church. The 

sinners had fallen dead at Peter’s feet. It was Peter who had known of the secret sin and had the authority to pro-

nounce judgment in the church (see Matthew 16:19). If the hypocrisy of Ananias and Sapphira had succeeded in fool-

ing Peter, it would have severely damaged the apostles’ authority.  

The sad story of Ananias and Sapphira is not some obscure incident from the Old Testament regarding a violation of 

Mosaic Law. This occurred in the first-century church to believers in Jesus Christ. The story of Ananias and Sapphira is a 

reminder to us today that God sees the heart (1 Samuel 16:7), that He hates sin, and that He is concerned for the purity 

of His church (1 Corinthians 11; 1 John 5). As Jesus told the compromising church in Thyatira, “All the churches will know 

that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds” (Revelation 2:23). 

GotQuestions.org. “Why Did God Kill Ananias and Sapphira for Lying?” GotQuestions.org, 11 Oct. 2014, www.gotquestions.org/Ananias-and-

Sapphira.html.  


