
Welcome! 
September 11, 2022 

“If the Son sets you free… you are free indeed!”  -John 8:36 

Our Worship Gathering 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
Call to Worship 
Worship through Song 
 Sing to the King 
 Great I Am 
 Holy Spirit 
Worship through Prayer 
Worship through Scripture 

New Beginnings | The Story #28 | Pastor Scott 
Worship by Responding 
 Build Your Kingdom Here 
Sending & Celebration 
Worship by Going 
 
**If you’d like to worship by giving, there is an offering box in the back. 
You can also give through the app and web page** 

 
Colorado Freedom Church 

6862 Galley Road | Colorado Springs, CO 80915 
www. ColoradoFreedomChurch.com 

719-387-1618 
 

Sunday Night:  
Dinner @ 5pm followed by 

Youth Group (Grades 6-12) and Adult Bible Study 
 



Announcements: 

• Wednesdays: Men’s Bible Study; 7:30 pm; Church Conference Room 
• We will be having our next Colorado Food Distribution on October 1 . 

o Volunteers at 8 am; Distribution starts at 11 am 
• Visit the App Store or Google Play and download the FC App! 
• Please consider setting up recurring online giving through the app or web page. 
• If you are interested in partnership or baptism, please pick up an information packet at the 

information table. 
 

 
Prayer Matters 

I will be your God throughout your lifetime— until your hair is white with age. 
I made you, and I will care for you. I will carry you along and save you. 

Isaiah 46:4 (NLT) 
 
Berean Church 
Valentine, NE –Berean Bible Church (Scott & Keri) 
 
Global Outreach 
The Harris’ – Gulu, Uganda 
 
Other 
  



“The Story: New Beginnings” | Pastor Scott 
 

The Holy Spirit empowers the believer (and the church)  
for ministry. 

 
1. The Book of Acts is the second of a two-book set written by Luke. [Acts 1:1-9] 

A. The Gospel of Luke describes God finding his lost children through Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
B. The Book of Acts describes God finding His lost children through the church.  
 
 
 

2. The disciples, 120 of them, wait in Jerusalem as Jesus commanded. [Acts 1:12-15] 
A.  Why Jerusalem?  
 
 
 
B. On the Day of Pentecost, the 120 disciples hear a mighty wind and are anointed with tongues like fire 
as the Holy Spirit is poured out upon them. [Acts 2:1-4] 
 
 

 
C. The 120 disciples become cross-cultural missionaries, speaking the wonderful works of God in the 
languages of the world. [Acts 2:5-12, 14-36]. 
 

 
 
 
D. Three thousand respond to Peter’s explanation by repenting, being baptized, and becoming the first 
people in the birth of the church. [Acts 2:37-41] 
 
 

 
3. The massive, diverse, multi-cultural crowd of 3,000 believers becomes the unified community—the 
church. [Acts 2:42-47] 

A. God is finding His lost children and creating a thriving family. 
 

 
 
B. The diversity becomes astounding unity by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 
C. The new church met from house-to-house, eating meals together and using their homes as places of 
God’s Love. [Acts 2:46-47] 

 
 
 
 
 



4. Ministry of the Church. 
A. We have a message: The Gospel 
 

 
 
B. We have a power source: The Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
C. We have a mission strategy: From where we are to the ends of the earth. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Application & Lessons Learned 
1. It is okay to wait… for a season.  
 
 
 
 
2. We have a task.  
 
Jerusalem-Home base (home-family, Freedom Church) 
Judea-Community (surrounding neighborhood, surrounding towns, CS) 
Samaria-“Other side of the tracks.” Rough places we avoid. The forgotten, avoided, shunned, marginalized. 
Ends of the Earth-Outside the United States. 
 
 
 
3. There are missing kids… Go get them! 
 
 
 
 
  



“The Story – New Beginnings” 
 
Key Question: How does the Holy Spirit work to bring a harvest of people to God? 1 

The Holy Spirit Arrives 
When Jesus spoke in the temple during Passion Week, throughout Palestine wheat stalks were bowing under heavy seed 
heads. He said, “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But 
if it dies, it produces many seeds.”2  

On Friday, the Kernel died. On Sunday, HE AROSE. 

Over the next forty days, Jesus appeared to over 500 people chosen to witness his resurrection and tell others about it.3 
These put their faith in him, and the Kernel of wheat which had returned to life produced seeds. 

Jesus told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem for a special gift. 

1. (a) For what did Jesus tell them to wait (Acts 1:4–5)?  
 
 
(b) Why did they need this gift (1:8)?  
 
 
(c) What does this teach us about the Holy Spirit?  
 
 
(d) Where would the witnesses of his resurrection testify about what they’d seen (1:8)?  
 
 
(e) What have you witnessed Jesus do in your life? 

 
 

Then Jesus ascended from the Mount of Olives into heaven before the apostles’ eyes.4 The apostles returned to Jerusalem 
to pray with 120 other believers gathered there.5 

On Sunday ten days later, Jews from all surrounding nations6 gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost7 by offering 
God a portion of the grain they’d harvested between Passover and Pentecost. The believers whom Jesus had harvested 
between Passover and Pentecost gathered too, and bowing in prayer, offered themselves to God.  

2. (a) What happened when Jesus baptized his followers with the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1–3)?  
 
 
 

 
1 Unless otherwise noted, all commentary and questions are from Personal Journal and Discussion by Jean E. Jones. 
http://www.jeanejones.net/the-story-bible-study-guides/ 
2 John 12:24. 
3 1 Corinthians 15:6. 
4 Luke 24:50–51. Bethany was on the Mount of Olives. 
5 Acts 1:15. 
6 After the exile officially ended, the majority of Jews chose not to return to Palestine. 
7 Jews celebrated this feast fifty days after Passover. It was a day of thanksgiving marking the end of the grain harvest. It was also 
called the day of first fruits, for they offered God new grain from the harvest taken between Passover and Pentecost. See Leviticus 
23:15–22; Numbers 28:26–31. 



(b) Who enabled them to speak in the languages of the people within hearing (2:4)?  
 
 
(c) What did the Jews visiting from other nations hear (2:11)? 

 
 

Peter, filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, stood and addressed the crowd. Three thousand people turned to Jesus that 
day. The harvest grew. 

The Lame Man Healed 
The Holy Spirit empowered the apostles to do more than preach powerfully. One day Peter healed a well-known lame 
man. As a crowd quickly gathered, Peter spoke.  

3. (a) How did Peter explain what happened (Acts 3:12, 16)?  
 
 
(b) What can we learn from this?  
 
 
(c) Why did God heal the man (3:13)?  

 
 

Peter proclaimed the gospel: Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension.8 

4. (a) What did Peter tell the people to do (3:19)?  
 
 
(b) Repentance is turning away from sin and to God by faith in Jesus. What happens to the sins of those who do 
this (3:19)?  

 

5. Summarize the gospel message in a way you could share it, using Peter’s message as an example. 

 
 

Two thousand more people turned to God through faith in Jesus. 

The apostles’ teaching so upset the Jewish leaders that they jailed Peter and John. The next day the Sanhedrin asked them, 
“By what power or what name did you do this?”9  

6. (a) What was Peter’s state (Acts 4:8)?  
 
 
(b) In whose name did Peter say the man had been healed (4:9–10)?  
 
 

 
8 Acts 3:15, 21. 
9 This is another way of asking the apostles who gave them the authority to teach and act. 



(c) How did Peter explain what happened to Jesus (4:10)?  

 
 

Peter said this fulfilled prophecy,10 for Jesus was “the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone”—the 
most important stone of the building. 

7. (a) What else did Peter say about Jesus’ name (4:12)?  
 
 
(b) What can we learn from this?  
 
 
(c) How might you explain what the Bible teaches to someone who says all religions lead to salvation? 

 

Though the Jewish leaders couldn’t deny the lame man could walk, they refused to believe Peter’s explanation. The seed 
of the gospel fell on the path where it couldn’t take root.11 They commanded the apostles to stop teaching in Jesus’ name. 

The Church Persecuted 
The disciples prayed for boldness and miracles, and received both.12 The miracles attracted crowds, but the sight of the 
crowds infuriated the jealous Sadducees.13  

The Sadducees jailed the apostles, but an angel freed them that night, saying, “Go, stand in the temple courts and tell the 
people the full message of this new life.”14 They obeyed.  

The Sadducees ordered the apostles before the Sanhedrin and demanded to know why they had disobeyed their orders to 
cease teaching in Jesus’ name. 

8. How did the apostles respond to the Sanhedrin (Acts 5:29)?  

 

When the apostles proclaimed Jesus’ death, resurrection, and exaltation to God’s right hand, many called for their death, 
but they settled for flogging the apostles. 

9. (a) How did the apostles react (5:41–42)?  
 
 
(b) If possible, describe a time you chose to obey God rather than men. If you suffered for it, write out a response 
similar to the apostles’.  
 
 
(c) Prayerfully consider if there is anything you’re resisting God about out of fear of retribution. 

 

 
10 Psalm 118:22. 
11 Matthew 13:19. 
12 Acts 4:23–31. 
13 The Sadducees were aristocratic priests who did not believe the dead could be resurrected and whose teachings were therefore in 
conflict with the apostles’ message.  
14 Acts 5:19. 



The church continued to grow over the next few years. The apostles expanded the church leadership to include more 
godly men, such as Stephen.  

10. (a) What did Stephen do (Acts 6:8)?  
 
 
(b) Why were the Jews who argued with him no match for Stephen (6:10)?  
 
 
(c) What does this teach us about the Holy Spirit?  
 
 
(d) Briefly describe a way the Holy Spirit has helped you share the gospel. 

The defeated debaters found liars willing to accuse Stephen of blasphemy. Standing before the Sanhedrin, Stephen 
reminded them of the Israelites’ history of persecuting prophets. 

11. (a) Whom did Stephen say these Jewish leaders were like (Acts 7:51)?  
 
 
(b) What were they doing to the Holy Spirit (7:51)?  
 
 
(c) How should Stephen’s next words have been a warning (7:52)? 

 
 

The Jewish leaders stopped listening to Stephen. 

12. (a) How did the Holy Spirit prepare Stephen for what was about to happen (7:55–56)?  
 
 
(b) Describe a time the Holy Spirit strengthened you. 

 

Furious, the Jewish leaders dragged Stephen out of Jerusalem and stoned him to death.  

Saul 
After Stephen’s martyrdom, the Jewish leaders waged war against the church. 

13. (a) What happened the day Stephen died (Acts 8:1, 4–5?  
 
 
(b) How did the persecution further the fulfillment of Jesus’ command to them (see question 1d)?  
 
 
(c) Describe a difficulty in your life which brought a greater good. 

 

The harvest field grew. 



Meanwhile, Saul—a young, zealous Jew who had witnessed Stephen’s death—set out to destroy the church. He searched 
door to door for Christians and imprisoned all he found, sending many to death.15  

About AD 35, Saul’s life changed. 

14. (a) What happened to Saul as he traveled to Damascus16 to persecute Christians (Acts 9:3–6)?  
 
 
(b) When people persecute Christians, whom else are they persecuting (9:4–5)?  
 
 
(c) How can remembering this help when we are persecuted for our faith in Jesus? 

 
 

The heavenly light blinded Saul, and in that time of physical blindness he came to know his spiritual blindness. Three 
days later, the Lord sent Ananias to pray for Saul. 

15. (a) What did the Lord say about Saul (Acts 9:15)?  
 
 
(b) What was he going to show Saul?  

 
 

 Just as he had prepared the prophets of old, so God prepared Saul for the difficult mission before him. 

16. (a) How would Saul’s knowing that his mission would be painful strengthen him?  
 
 
(b) If possible, describe a time you did something right knowing there could be unwelcome repercussions.  
 
 
(c) How did knowing potential consequences help you? 

 

When Ananias prayed for Saul, God healed Saul’s eyes and filled him with the Holy Spirit. Saul immediately began 
preaching in synagogues that Jesus was the Son of God and the resurrected Messiah.  

The Gospel Spread 
The disciples preached the gospel to Jews in synagogues everywhere. It was time for the harvest field to expand again. 

One day Peter saw a vision in which a voice told him not to call creatures unclean which God had made clean. While 
Peter puzzled over the meaning, the Holy Spirit told him to go with three men who had just arrived, for he had sent them. 
The men were Gentiles—non-Jews. 

They brought Peter to the house of Cornelius, a Roman Centurion whom an angel had directed to Peter.  

17. (a) What did Cornelius do when Peter arrived (Acts 10:25)?  
 

 
15 Acts 26:9–11. 
16 Damascus was Syria’s capital city. 



 
(b) How did Peter react (10:26)? Explain.17  
 
 
(c) A large gathering of Gentiles awaited Peter. How did Peter now interpret the vision (10:28)? 

 

Peter told them about Jesus’ death, resurrection, and exaltation, and that the prophets said everyone who believed in Jesus 
would have their sins forgiven.18  

And then—the Holy Spirit descended on the Gentiles. Peter now realized God offered the gift of salvation to everyone. He 
told the other apostles what had happened. 

The church grew, but so did persecution. Around AD 44, King Herod beheaded the Apostle James.  

18. (a) Whom else did Herod plan to kill (Acts 12:2–3)?  
 
 
(b) What happened instead (12:7)?  
 
 
(c) Does the fact that James was martyred and Peter was rescued mean Jesus favored one of them? Explain.  
 
 

19. (a) How did the believers’ remaining true to Jesus despite the death of an apostle demonstrate the strength of their 
belief?  
 
 
(b) How did Peter’s miraculous rescue demonstrate God was still in control, despite James’s death?  
 
 
(c) Give an example of someone whose faith through difficulties has inspired you. 

The believers’ determination to keep preaching the gospel despite suffering and death threats gave credence to their 
testimony. Everyone knew Pilate had crucified Jesus—that wasn’t in doubt. But these disciples claimed to have seen Jesus 
alive after his execution. Herod and the Jewish leaders believed they lied and—knowing liars don’t make good martyrs—
they threatened many with death.  

But by the power, wisdom, and boldness of the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ followers were willing to suffer and die rather than 
recant their testimony that they had seen Jesus alive. 

20. Write a prayer asking for the Holy Spirit’s power, wisdom, and boldness. 

 
 
 

The Holy Spirit continued to work, and the harvest continued to grow. Next week we’ll see how Saul—who will become 
known as the Apostle Paul—took the gospel to the Gentiles. 

 
 

17 Jesus allowed people to worship him because he was God (John 1:1). 
18 Acts 10:39–43. 


