
Welcome! 

April 24, 2022 
“If the Son sets you free… you are free indeed!”  -John 8:36 

Our Worship Gathering 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
Call to Worship 
Worship through Song 
 Great are You, Lord 
 Good to Me—I Cry Out 
 Home 
Worship through Prayer 
Worship through Scripture 

Queen of Beauty and Courage  | The Story 20: Esther | Pastor Scott 
Worship by Responding 
 The Battle Belongs to the Lord 
Sending 
Worship by Going 
 
**If you’d like to worship by giving, there is an offering box in the back. 
You can also give through the app and web page** 

 
Colorado Freedom Church 

6862 Galley Road | Colorado Springs, CO 80915 
www. ColoradoFreedomChurch.com 

719-387-1618 
 

Sunday: Dinner and Study, all ages, 5 pm 

  



Announcements: 

• Visit the App Store or Google Play and download the FC App! 
• Please consider setting up recurring online giving through the app or web page. 
• If you are interested in partnership, please pick up an information packet at the information 

table. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
• Wednesdays, 10am-12 pm; @ Freedom Church: Women’s Bible Study 

o On hold until Anna returns 
• The next Financial Peace University class starts May 4. 

o Meeting every Wednesday during May and June from 6-7:30. 
o Visit fpu.com/1150031 for more information. 

• Compassion Food Distribution of Colorado, 8 am – 3 pm 
o Next one: May 7 

 
Prayer Matters 

For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. 
Through everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his 
eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. 

Romans 1:20 (NLT) 
 
Berean Church 
Lincoln, NE –Lincoln Berean Church (Bryan & Patti) 
 
Global Outreach 
Matt & Noelle Harris – Terebinth Ministries (Gulu, Uganda) 
 
Other 
 

  



Colorado Freedom Church | April 24, 2022 
“The Story: Queen of Beauty and Courage” | Pastor Scott 

Esther 
 

Proverbs 16:33 (NLT):  
“We may throw the dice, but the Lord determines how they fall 

 
“God is still working, even when we cannot see His plan.” 

 
1. Meet Esther, the Queen of Beauty 

[Esther 2:7-17] 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Meet Haman, a dangerous character who “rolls the dice.” 

[Esther 3:1-2, 5-6, 7-11, 13, 14] 
Susa, capital city of Persia, 127 provinces 
King Ahasuerus (Greek = Xerxes) 
Haman is believed to be a descendant of the Amalekites. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Meet Esther, the Queen of Courage, and Mordecai, her cousin 

[Esther 4:1-3, 14, 16, 5:1-3, 9-14] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Haman is exposed 

[Esther 6:7-11] 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Jews prevail. 

Feast of Purim 
 
  



Application & Lessons Learned 
 
 
1. God controls the roll of the dice. 

[Proverbs 16:33] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What is your Adar 13? 
 [Romans 8:28] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Look for chance circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Esther is a picture of God’s ultimate redemption in Christ. 
[Esther 4:14, Galatians 4:4-5] 
 
  



The Story #20 Going Deeper 
 
Key Question: What are ways God works invisibly to accomplish his purpose? 1 
 
 
A Royal Decree 
Zerubbabel finished building the second temple in Jerusalem in 516 BC, and the Jews who returned to their 
home continued building their lives in the Persian province of Judah. Most Jews remained in the places to 
which they’d been exiled, however, including the family of a man named Mordecai. 
 
About thirty years later in a magnificent palace in Susa,2 the ruler of the Persian empire, King Xerxes, 
demonstrated the glory of his possessions and position before his nobles for six months. At the end of the time, 
he gave a week-long banquet. 

1. (a) In what mood was King Xerxes on the final day of the banquet (Esther 1:10)?  
 
 
(b) What did he wish to display to the people (1:11)?  
 
 
(c) How did the king feel about Vashti’s refusal3 (1:12)?  
 
 

Enraged, Xerxes asked his highest legal experts how he should punish Vashti. 
2. (a) What did the king’s advisor seem most concerned about regarding Vashti’s conduct (Esther 1:16–

18)?  
 
 
(b) What did he recommend be done to her (1:19)?  
 
 
(c) What did the advisor say would be the outcome of the royal decree he recommended (1:20)?  

 
 

3. (a) How did the king’s attendants propose he find a new queen (Esther 2:2–4)?  
 
 
(b) How did the king feel about the proposal (2:4)?  
 
 
(c) Did the king consider the dreams and desires of the girls or their families?  
 
 
(d) Did he consider the feelings of the men who may have been courting the girls?  

 
1 Unless otherwise noted, all commentary and questions are from Personal Journal and Discussion by Jean E. Jones. 
http://www.jeanejones.net/the-story-bible-study-guides/ 
2 Susa was east of Babylon and above the Persian Gulf in modern day Iran. 
3 The author doesn’t give us Vashti’s reason. Some suggest to display her beauty would mean appearing unveiled, which she may 
have considered inappropriate. Some Jewish commentators say Vashti was to appear naked, wearing only her crown, though the 
book of Esther does not specify that. If Vashti was another name for Queen Amestris, she may have been pregnant, for her son 
Artaxerxes was born about this time. In any case, she may have thought parading her beauty before inebriated men shameful. 



 
 
(e) What have you learned about Xerxes so far? 
 
 
 

Lives Changed 
King Xerxes sent commissioners throughout the kingdom to find beautiful girls for his harem so he could pick a 
new queen from among them. They found Mordecai’s cousin, Hadassah, who also went by a local name, Esther. 

4. (a) What happened to change Esther’s life (Esther 2:5–10)?  
 
 
(b) What have you learned about Esther so far?  
 
 
(c) What might have been some reasons Mordecai forbade Esther to reveal she was Jewish (2:10)?  
 
 

Esther was now in the king’s harem and would soon be one of his many concubines, having a status lower than 
a wife. Yet she had a chance to be elevated to a queen. 

5. (a) How might Esther have felt about this drastic change in life?  
 
 
(b) Have you ever had an unexpected life-changing event? If so, describe your feelings at the time.  
 
 

6. What happened to Esther (Esther 2:15–17)? 
 
 

7. (a) Meanwhile, what happened to Mordecai (Esther 2:21–23)?  
 
 
(b) What have you learned about Mordecai’s character so far? 
 
 

Lives Imperiled 
Once again the Jews faced enemies. 

8. What happened that endangered all the Jews’ lives4 (Esther 3)? 
 
 

Mordecai heard about the king’s edict and fasted. When Esther heard that he lay in sackcloth and ashes, she sent 
attendants to find out why. He explained and instructed Esther to beg the king for mercy for the Jews. 

9. (a) Why did Esther initially balk at Mordecai’s instructions (Esther 4:8–14)?  
 
 
 

 
4 The author does not tell us why Mordecai refused to kneel before Haman. Mordecai was a Benjamite and Haman an Amalekite, so 
the long-standing animosities between the people groups may have played a part (see 1 Samuel 15 and lesson ten). Religious 
scruples probably played a part too: “Although the Israelites used the custom of bowing down to superiors … the Persians saw it as 
an act of reverence that bordered on recognizing the official as divine.” Mervin Breneman, New American Commentary – Volume 10: 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 1993), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 325-326. 



(b) What did Mordecai believe would ultimately happen for the Jews (4:14a)?  
 
 
(c) What did Mordecai tell Esther about the possible purpose for her being in her current position 
(4:14b)?  
 
 
(d) Describe a situation where you eventually discovered God’s purpose for you being there.  
 
 

10. (a) How did Esther show courage (Esther 4:15–16 and elsewhere)?  
 
 
(b) If possible, briefly describe a time you decided to do what was right despite potential terrible 
consequences. 
 
 

Esther called for all the Jews to fast with her for three days, humbling themselves by denying their bodies’ 
physical need for food to concentrate on their spiritual need for God through prayer.5 
 
 
 
Circumstances Reversed 
The king’s wives and concubines were supposed to wait for the king to call for them. Esther couldn’t do that, 
though. So she put on her royal robes and stood in the king’s court, even though so doing carried the death 
penalty. She risked her life, not knowing if he would react angrily, as he had when Vashti disobeyed him, or 
favorably, not counting her approach as an affront. 
She waited. The king held out his gold scepter and spared her life.  
 
Xerxes asked Esther what she wanted, fully aware it must be important. But she didn’t just blurt out her request. 
They hadn’t been together for some time, so she asked him to come to a banquet with Haman. There they could 
reconnect and she could ask for her people’s lives without distractions. 

11. (a) How was serving a banquet a way to look out for the king’s needs before asking about her own 
needs?  
 
 
(b) When you want to ask someone for something, what are ways you can address their needs first? 
 
 

12. What happened at the banquet (Esther 5:6–8)? 
 
 
 
Esther apparently sensed the time wasn’t right. She delayed her request a day and invited the king to another 
banquet. 

13. (a) Briefly describe a situation in which you delayed requesting something because you realized the time 
wasn’t right.  
 
 
 

 
5 That they fasted assumes prayer. 



(b) What are some things that can alert us that it’s not a good time to ask for something?  
 
 

Haman left the banquet happy, until he noticed Mordecai showed no fear in his presence. Furious, he erected a 
pole on which to impale Mordecai the next day. 
 
But that night, everything began to change for God was working behind the scenes. 

14. (a) What happened that night (Esther 6:1–2)?  
 
 
(b) What do you think was the cause of the king’s sleeplessness and interest in his chronicles? 
 

15. How were Mordecai’s and Haman’s circumstances reversed (Esther 6–7)?  
 
 

More Reversals 
Haman was dead, but there was still the problem of the king’s irrevocable edict that the Jews’ enemies kill 
them. 

16. How were the Jews’ and their enemies’ circumstances reversed (Esther 8–9)? 
 
 

17. (a) List some ways God worked invisibly in the book of Esther.  
 
 
(b) What does this tell us about how God works in our lives?  
 
 
 

18. Telling our stories of God’s hand in our lives encourages others to trust God. Describe a situation in 
which God worked behind the scenes to accomplish something in your life. 

 
Closing Thoughts: 
 

19. Analyze the positives and negatives of King Xerxes as a leader. 
 
 
 
20. What life lessons does Haman teach us about pride, self-centeredness, and hatred?6 
 
 
 
21. The book of Esther has been called the “godless book” because God’s name is never mentioned. 

Prayer, the Law, sacrifices, and temple worship are also conspicuously absent. Yet ancient Israel 
included this book in their Scripture because they saw God’s upper story at work all over. Where can 
you find God’s hand and heart at work? Where might God be powerfully at work in your life in a 
behind-the-scenes kind of way?7  

 
6 Questions 19 and 20 from The Story Small Group Study Guide 
7 Question 21 from The Story Weekly Devotional 



Timeline: Esther (500–430 BC) 
 

 
Vashti deposed Ezra arrives in Jerusalem Nehemiah recalled to king

Zechariah's Messianic oracles (9:1-14:21) Xerxes assassinated 2nd exiles return Malachi prohesies
Nehemiah builds wall Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem

Esther queen Ezra teaches
Esther saves Jews

Zechariah in Jerusalem (520-480)

Darius Hystaspes (522-486)
Xerxes (486-465)

Artaxerxes I (464-424)

490 430480 470 460 450 440


