
Unity​ ​ ​ ​ ​ October 11th 2026 

Our world is                           in every way. We’re divided racially, economically, 
politically, socially, religiously and every other way you can think of.  Truthfully 
speaking, most times the church looks more like the                        rather than 
what God designed us to be.  

John 17:20-26 : If I was Jesus, 

•​ I’m sure I’d be praying for strength, to face the crucifixion 
•​ I’d be praying that the disciples would support me, that not run away at the 

first chance 
•​ that they’d remember what I taught them 
•​ and that they’d be bold in telling others about God. 

Do you know what the last thing Jesus prayed for? He prayed for believers.               
He prayed for Christians to be in unity, so that their unity would make such an 
impact on the world, that the world would believe that God had sent Jesus, his 
Son. 

Jesus is praying for                               here. Jesus knew that Christians could 
never make a lasting impact on the world unless spiritually the world saw in that 
church a oneness, a unity.   Ephesians 4:3 

So Paul takes up where Jesus left off and says, we need to always live in                    
and                   toward each other,  and now here’s some practical ways to do it.   

We lead a life                        of our calling    Ephesians 4:1-3 

We are to live with humility, with gentleness, with patience, making allowances 
for each other's faults.  Does that                              your life? 

We focus on our                        beliefs.   Ephesians 4:4-6 

Paul is saying here, as believers, we’ve got some things in common that are 
really                            . And he lists them here. He says, we’ve got things that 
we all believe, and those are the things that hold us together, in unity. 

Unity comes when we focus on our common beliefs, the crucial beliefs that bring 
us together, not the silly little issues that separate us. 

We all use our                  .  Ephesians 4:7-12 
However, he has given each one of us a special gift according to the                            
of Christ…. He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to 
equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, 

Ephesians 4:12 
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Their responsibility is to                     God’s people to do his work and build up the 
church, the body of Christ. All of us need to be equipped to do God’s work, and 
we are to use our gifts to build up the body, to build up the church. 

When we become a part of God’s family, we are bound together in a                            
of faith. Belonging to Christ means we belong to each                      and  when we 
all start to use the gifts that God has given each of us, and we each do our part in 
the church, in God’s family, then it's like we’re locking our roots together, just like 
those giant redwoods, we’re intertwining our roots, and when we do that, nothing 
can possibly knock us down. In order to knock one of us down, they have to 
knock down the whole church. 

We decide to no longer be                                        Ephesians 4:13-16 

Notice “Then we will no longer be like children…”  Now there’s a lot of great 
things about children, but here Paul is talking about                                 . Where 
people change their minds continually every time they hear some new teaching. 
Paul says, you need to grow up.  He lists 4 ways you do that: 

•​ Holding to the                     in love. 
•​ Becoming more like                     . 
•​ Doing our own special               . 
•​ Helping the other parts               . 

Those are the things that create a strong, united                     . 

You get the idea. We need unity. And we need it not just within our church, but 
we need it between different                           . 

               _____________ , Practice, and Prayer 

Focus on the                                 of scripture. Absolutes are the unchanging 
foundations of our faith. 

Now, inside our church, I teach absolutes, contextual interpretations, deductions, 
and we follow our preferences. Outside our church, we focus on the 
___________                             , and if others differ on the rest, that’s OK. 

Practice supportive                        and actions toward others.  

What could happen in this valley if                                  started through a simple 
supportive action? 

Pray to “raise the                     of the Holy Spirit”. 

Are you a unifier or a                        ? Because of your influence are people 
brought back together, or driven apart? ​
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