
Listen,	God	is	Speaking	
Positioning	Yourself	to	Hear	God	

10	Reasons	God	Speaks	
1. To	create		

• Genesis	1	
2. To	get	our	a?en@on	

• To	reveal	Himself	to	us		
• (e.g.,	Saul	on	the	road	to	Damascus)	

3. To	save	us	
• Warning	/	Discipline		
• (e.g.,	Prophets,	Israelites,	Moses)	

4. To	give	direc@on		
• To	redirect	us	/	Calling		
• (e.g.,	Washington	DC,	prayer	center	to	church,	church	building)	

5. To	give	Instruc@on		
• To	teach	us		

6. To	express	His	love	
• To	comfort		
• (e.g.,	Elijah	despair,	sLll	small	voice,	mercy	and	compassion)	

7. To	show	us	His	ways			
8. To	extend	forgiveness		

• Isaiah	1:18	“Come	now	let	us	reason	together,	says	the	Lord:	though	
your	sins	are	like	scarlet,	they	shall	be	as	white	as	snow;	though	they	
are	red	like	crimson,	they	shall	be	like	wool.”	

9. To	protect	us		
• Isaiah	41:10	“So	do	not	fear,	for	I	am	with	you;	do	not	be	dismayed,	
for	I	am	your	God.	I	will	strengthen	you	and	help	you;	I	will	uphold	
you	with	my	righteous	right	hand.”	

10.To	have	us	share	his	word	with	others		
• MaWhew	28:15	



10	Steps	to	Hearing	God’s	Voice	
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The	Lord’s	Prayer	Ma?hew	6:9-13	
1. Praise		

• MaWhew	6:9	“Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven	hallowed	by	thy	name”		
• Begin	recognizing	God	for	who	he	is	and	worship	him.		

2. Submit	yourself	to	God	/	Lay	down	own	imagina@on		
• MaWhew	6:10	“Thy	will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven”		
• Your	will	not	mine.		
• Die	to	your	own	imagina@ons,	desires	and	burdens	for	what	you	feel	you	should	
pray	“	

• Proverbs	3:5,6	“Trust	in	the	Lord	with	all	your	heart	and	lean	not	on	your	own	
understanding.”		

• Isaiah	55:8	“For	my	thoughts	are	not	your	thoughts,	neither	are	your	ways	my	
ways,	declares	the	Lord.”		

• Acknowledge	you	cannot	pray	without	direcLon	from	the	Lord	through	the	Spirit	
of	God.	Ask	God	to	uWerly	control	you	by	his	Spirit	to	speak	to	you.		

• Romans	8:26,	“Likewise	the	Spirit	helps	us	in	our	weakness.	For	we	do	not	know	
what	to	pray	for	as	we	ought,	but	the	Spirit	himself	intercedes	for	us	through	
wordless	groans.”		

• Depth	of	prayer	that	is	birthing	and	when	heaven	touches	earth.	
3. Make	your	requests	known	to	God.		

• MaWhew	6:11	“Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread…”		
• Philippians	4:6-7		6	Do	not	be	anxious	about	anything,	but	in	every	situaLon,	by	
prayer	and	peLLon,	with	thanksgiving,	present	your	requests	to	God.	7	And	the	
peace	of	God,	which	transcends	all	understanding,	will	guard	your	hearts	and	
your	minds	in	Christ	Jesus.	

4. Pure	Heart		
• MaWhew	6:12“forgive	us	our	debts	as	we	forgive	our	debtors…”		
• (Ask	Holy	Spirit	to	reveal	any	unconfessed	sins.		
• Psalm	51:10-17	create	in	me	a	clean	heart	oh	God	and	renew	a	right	spirit	within	
me.		

• Make	things	right	with	others	and	God.	
5. Guard	your	heart		

• MaWhew	6:13	“Lead	us	not	into	temptaLon…”	
• Proverbs	4:23	“Guard	your	heart	for	out	of	it	flow	the	issues	of	life.”		
• Jeremiah	17:9-10		“The	heart	is	deceihul	above	all	things	and	beyond	cure.	Who	
can	understand	it?	I	the	Lord	search	the	heart	and	examine	the	mind,	to	reward	
each	person	according	to	their	conduct,	according	to	what	their	deeds	deserve.”	

6. Spiritual	authority	over	the	devil		
• MaWhew	6:13“deliver	us	from	evil…”	bind	the	enemy	and	take	every	thought	
capLve.	Come	against	all	distracLons	and	declare	the	power	over	darkness	
through	the	“sword	of	the	Spirit,	which	is	the	Word	of	God”	in	the	name	of	Jesus.		

• James	4:7	resist	the	devil	and	he	will	flee	from	you	



7. Praise	God	in	advance	for	what	he	is	about	to	do	and	say	in	prayer.	
8. WAIT	on	the	Lord!	In	silent	expectaLon,	listen	for	God’s	direcLon.		

• Micah	7:7	“But	as	for	me,	I	watch	in	hope	for	the	Lord,	I	wait	for	God	my	Savior;	
my	God	will	hear	me.”		

• Psalm	5:3	“In	the	morning,	Lord,	you	hear	my	voice;	in	the	morning	I	lay	my	
requests	before	you	and	wait	expectantly.”	

• Have	a	note-taking	device	and	Bible	ready.	Be	sensiLve	to	the	Holy	Spirit	to	look	
up	certain	scriptures	you	may	or	may	not	know	by	heart.	If	a	scripture	does	not	
seem	to	make	sense,	read	the	context	before	and	aler.	Consider	any	words	or	
pictures	that	come	to	your	mind	or	aWributes	of	God	and	how	it	relates	
specifically	to	what	you’re	praying	about.	

9. In	faith	write	out	what	you	have	heard	and	share	it	as	prompted	by	the	Holy	spirit.		
• Keep	asking	God	for	clear	direcLon.	This	process	can	take	minutes	or	even	years	
as	we	see	what	his	word	may	mean.	When	it	sLll	isn’t	clear	we	ponder	it	in	our	
heart	asking	God	for	clarity	or	we	ask	one	trusted	person	to	join	us	in	conLnued	
prayer,	seek	godly	wisdom.	

10. 	Prac@ce	
• You	may	not	hear	anything	at	first	and	that’s	okay.	Read	the	Word	and	you	will	
learn	more	and	more	how	he	speaks	and	what	he	is	saying	and	why	he	is	saying	
it.		

• Isaiah	55:10-11	“As	the	rain	and	the	snow	come	down	from	heaven,	and	do	not	
return	to	it	without	watering	the	earth	and	making	it	bud	and	flourish,	so	that	it	
yields	seed	for	the	sower	and	bread	for	the	eater,	so	it	is	my	word	that	goes	out	
from	my	mouth:	It	will	not	return	to	me	empty,	but	will	accomplish	what	I	desire	
and	achieve	the	purpose	for	which	I	sent	it.	“	

Glory	to	God		
• MaWhew	6:13	KJV	“Thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	power	and	the	glory	forever,	amen.”	

*God	knows	the	weakness	of	people	and	pride.	Only	share	what	God	shows	you	if	you	are	
prompted	to	and	keep	away	from	sinning	with	pride	in	sharing	without	his	permission.	Also,	he	
knows	our	suscep<bility	to	misunderstanding	or	being	deceived,	but	we	o?en	are	blinded	to	it	
and	there	is	danger	is	this	process	of	hearing	God	if	you	are	in	any	way	not	submi@ed	to	the	
Holy	Spirit	and	not	grounded	in	the	Word	of	God.	The	Word	of	God	is	the	way	God	speaks	and	
any	other	means	of	hearing	from	God	will	always	be	in	alignment	with	his	word!	You	are	always	
under	submission	to	spiritual	authority.	If	someone	is	sharing	a	“word”	they	say	is	from	God	and	
is	not	submi@ed	to	a	spiritual	authority	beware.	



10	Ways	to	Test	a	Word	from	the	Lord	
1. Does	it	align	with	scripture?	
2. Is	it	in	keeping	with	God’s	nature/ways?	
3. Does	it	bring	confusion?	
4. Does	it	originate	from	God	for	his	glory	or	from	you	for	our	purposes?	Selfish	

gain	or	manipulaLon	to	get	what	you	want	from	others?	
5. If	it	affects	others	have	you	invited	them	to	parLcipate	in	listening	to	God	for	

confirmaLon?	
6. Are	you	demanding	or	requesLng	from	God?	
7. Seek	godly	counsel	from	others		
8. Does	it	bring	revelaLon	from	God?	1	Corinthians	14:6	
9. Does	it	give	knowledge?	
10.Is	it	a	prophecy	or	word	of	instrucLon?	

Final	Evalua@on	
As	God	speaks:	

•What	is	he	saying?		
•How	is	he	saying	it?		
•Why	is	he	saying	it?		
•What	is	required	of	you?		
•Obey!	


