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Authority Comes From 
God

Romans 13:1-7
“Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what 
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, 
but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in 
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, for he is God's servant for your good.



Authority Comes From 
God

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the 
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger 
who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 

Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid 
God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities 
are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay to 
all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are 
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.”



Authority Comes From 
God

•Authority is delegated by God, and He has set up 
various spheres of authority over our lives:
•Family (Eph.6:1)
•Government (Rom.13)
•Church (Heb.13:17)
•Employers (Eph.6:5-8)
•Teachers, coaches, etc.



Authority Comes From 
God

•Choosing to rebel against authority is choosing to rebel 
against God (Rom.13:2).
•If authority is God-given then why do we rebel against 
authority?
•Because our sin nature wants our own way.
•Because we’ve been hurt, wounded, and 
disappointed in the past by authority figures.
•Because we don’t see God for who He really is so 
ultimately we don’t trust Him.



Authority Comes From 
God

•Walking under authority is meant to be a blessing in 
our lives (Rom.13:3,4).
•Given for protection, to keep us safe.
•Given for provision, as resources for life.
•Given for direction, as guidance, wisdom.
•Given to develop character qualities in our lives: i.e. 
truthfulness, obedience, diligence, orderliness, 
responsibility, dependability, faithfulness, etc.
•Given to help us find our place and purpose in the 
Kingdom of God.



Authority Comes From 
God

• It will go well with you (Eph.6:1-3).
• It brings delight to the Lord (Col.3:20).
•We avoid fear, condemnation and punishment (Rom.13:5).
•We’ll maintain a good conscience (Rom.13:5).
•We obtain a good report (Heb.13:17).
•We won’t blaspheme God and His Word (1Tim.6:1).
•We’ll walk in protection and guidance (Pr.6:20-22).
•We’ll gain discernment (Pr.15:5).
•We will be commended (1Pet.2:13-14).
•We will bring honor to those over us (1Th.5:12-13).



Understanding 
Submission

•Submission is an attitude of voluntarily placing oneself 
under God-given authority as an act of faith in the 
sovereignty of God. Ultimately, when we submit to 
someone in authority we are submitting to God.
•It is important to note that submission to authority is a 
command of God, yet it is voluntary by the person 
doing the submitting, and should not be something 
“lorded over” and forced upon by those in authority. 
Submission demanded by authority is an abuse of 
authority.



Understanding 
Submission

•Once someone agrees to become part of something 
like a church or a company, they must walk under the 
guidelines established by those positioned as leaders. 
Should they choose to subvert authority, leadership 
has the responsibility to address the situation with 
their authority.
•We are to submit “for the Lord’s sake” to every 
authority instituted among men (1Pet.2:13).
•We are to submit “with all respect” (1Pet.2:18-20).



Understanding 
Submission

•We are to also submit as Jesus did (1Pet.2:21-25).
•He walked in radical submission to God, even to the 
cross; relinquishing His “rights” (Phil.2:6-8).
•He yielded, not demanding His way (Mt.26:36-46).
•He submitted and learned obedience (Heb.5:7-10).
•He let go and entrusted Himself to God because He 
knew the Father’s character (1Pet.2:23).
•His disciples followed His model in The Book of Acts. 



Understanding 
Submission

•The obsession to demand that things always go our way is 
one of the greatest bondages in society and the church 
today. Submission is the ability to lay down this 
compulsion. 
•Submission gives us the freedom to lay our lives down 
for others. 
•Submission exposes our hearts regarding what we really 
believe about God – whether or not we’ll trust Him. 
•Submission reveals what is in our hearts when we don’t 
get our way, providing us a platform for character 
growth.



Understanding 
Submission

•Often, when we have an issue with authority, it is over 
a difference of opinion between you and the leader 
and not matters that are illegal, immoral, unethical, or 
unbiblical. This reveals, once again, our desperate need 
to try to get our own way.
•When asked to do something by someone in authority, 
ask yourself, is it illegal, immoral, unethical, or 
unbiblical? If not, do it!



Understanding 
Submission

•When does submission come to an end? 
•When we are asked to disobey God and the 
Scriptures (Acts 5:29).
•When we are asked to do something that is illegal, 
immoral, unethical, or unbiblical.
•When it becomes destructive through the denial of 
love and the loss of value of an individual - for 
example, a parent abusing a child in the name of 
discipline.



Understanding 
Submission

- When manipulation and control are exercised by a 
leader, not allowing those under them to have the 
freedom to make choices in regards to their own 
personal lives, those under authority may need to 
consider whether God may be releasing them from 
the situation.



Properly Appealing To 
Authority

•What do we do when the leader is wrong or mistaken? What if 
sin is involved? 
•We have two tendencies when we don’t like what authority 

is doing—react in anger and leave, or passively succumb to 
erroneous direction. Neither is a godly response.
•Consider first if you are being asked to do something that is 

illegal, immoral, unethical, or unbiblical. Or, is it simply a 
difference of opinion that you merely need to accept?
•Be wise in appealing to authority as appealing too many 

times can undermine your influence.
•Before appealing, spend time in prayer asking God for 

wisdom.



Properly Appealing To 
Authority

• If you are to appeal to the one in authority, use these 
principles from the life of Daniel (Dan.1:8-20).
•Daniel did not defile himself. He did not allow the issue at 

hand to corrupt his life, causing a bad attitude that could 
be reflected in his words and actions (Dan.1:8). Keep your 
heart clean before God towards them.
•Daniel sought an audience with the chief official. He went 

to him and placed himself under his authority, 
demonstrating an attitude of humility and openness 
(Dan.1:8). Meet with the authority figure with a right 
heart attitude of humility.



Properly Appealing To 
Authority

•Daniel discovered the intentions of the one in authority. He 
discovered why authority was doing the things in question 
(Dan.1:10). Listen for the reasons behind the authority 
figures decision(s).
•Daniel was ready with a creative alternative (Dan.1:11-13). 

Be ready with a creative alternative, and the reasons why 
you think that will serve them better.
•Daniel received favor and permission from the chief official 

(Dan.1:9, 14). Pray to receive favor from the one in 
authority.
•Daniel, and all associated with Him, were blessed by God 

(Dan.1:15-20). Ask God to make you and your creative 
alternative a blessing to everyone.



Properly Appealing To 
Authority

•What do you do if you walk through these steps and 
the answer is no?
•Identify the cause: Is it you? Was it the way you 
appealed? Is it the authority figure?
•Trust God and give Him some time to change their 
minds.
•Consider carefully if you need to appeal in the same 
way to your authority’s supervisors. 
•Recognize when God is leading you to stay the 
course or telling you that it is time to leave.


