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It’s a Wonderful (Brief) Life



Whenever a friend succeeds, a little something in me dies.

Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to open your mouth and remove all doubt.

When a man comes to die, no matter what his talents and influence and genius, if he dies unloved 
his life must be a failure to him and his dying a cold horror.

This statement is the interpreter of the entire book: Solomon intends to forbid vain anxieties, so 
that we might happily enjoy the things that are present and not care at all about the things that 
are in the future, lest we permit the present moment, our moment, to slip away.

- Gore Vidal

- Lisa Simpson, The Simpsons

- John Steinbeck, East of Eden

- Martin Luther, Notes on Ecclesiastes

Reflections

Sermon

 A Handful of Quietness in an Absurd World
Rankin Wilbourne



Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:7Scripture
16 Moreover, I saw under the sun that in the place of justice, even there was wickedness, and in the place of 
righteousness, even there was wickedness. 17 I said in my heart, God will judge the righteous and the wicked, 
for there is a time for every matter and for every work. 18 I said in my heart with regard to the children of man 
that God is testing them that they may see that they themselves are but beasts. 19 For what happens to the 
children of man and what happens to the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the other. They all have the 
same breath, and man has no advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity. 20 All go to one place. All are from the 
dust, and to dust all return. 21 Who knows whether the spirit of man goes upward and the spirit of the beast 
goes down into the earth? 22 So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, for 
that is his lot. Who can bring him to see what will be after him?

4:1 Again I saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold, the tears of the oppressed, and 
they had no one to comfort them! On the side of their oppressors there was power, and there was no one to 
comfort them. 2 And I thought the dead who are already dead more fortunate than the living who are still alive. 
3 But better than both is he who has not yet been and has not seen the evil deeds that are done under the sun.

4 Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from a man's envy of his neighbor. This also is vanity and a 
striving after wind. 5 The fool folds his hands and eats his own flesh. 6 Better is a handful of quietness than two 
hands full of toil and a striving after wind.

7 Again, I saw vanity under the sun: 8 one person who has no other, either son or brother, yet there is no end to 
all his toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so that he never asks, “For whom am I toiling and 
depriving myself of pleasure?” This also is vanity and an unhappy business.

‘Cakes’ by Wayne Thiebaud, 1963
‘It’s a Wonderful Life’ logo by Jesse Wu



Congregational Care
Our congregational care team is here to care for you if you are in a difficult place. 
Email pastoralcare@pacificcrossroads.org or call our office at 310.551.0081.

Celebrate Recovery
Join together weekly with others to celebrate God’s healing 
power in our lives. Visit PacificCrossroads.org/CelebrateRecovery.

Ministry Resources

Pre-Marriage Seminar, October 13
If you are recently engaged and planning to get married, a newlywed, or are in a serious dating 
relationship, this one-day seminar offers you practical information on how to build a healthy 
marriage from the start.

Join us as several leaders from our community will discuss topics like the purpose of marriage, 
communication and conflict resolution, sex and finances.

Singles Gathering, October 18
Singles of Pacific Crossroads, gather together for gourmet food, casual conversation, and a 
discussion on topics related to Christian singleness. Dinner provided. 

Events & News


