
Colossians 1:13  He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things were 
created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that 
in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace 
by the blood of his cross. 

Ephesians 1:7
 In Christ we have redemption through his blood, and forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.   

“From this point on, the road for the human race will pass through suffering to glory, through 
struggle to victory, through the cross to a crown, through the state of humiliation to that of 
exaltation. This is the fundamental law that God here proclaims before the entrance into the 
kingdom of heaven.”

                                                                                                    Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics 

“The Lord has established his sovereignty from a tree. Who is it who fights with wood? Christ. 
From his cross he has conquered kings.”

                                                                                                                             Augustine, on Psalm 95

“The kingdom of God is not making a statement about a thing called “the Kingdom,” but about 
God, that He is King.”

                            R.T. France, the Kingdom of God 
  
“Jesus believed that the kingdom would be brought about by means of his own death…this is the 
mindset of Jesus.”

                                     N.T. Wright, Jesus and the Victory of God  
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