


Reflections

There are many reasons that inclusion has proved so difficult for most organizations to achieve.
Broadly, they tend to stem from strong social norms and the failure to gain support among
dominant group members.

- Christine Riordan, Harvard Business Review

God was going to fulfill his plan to spread the good news to “all flesh” even unto the ends of the
earth ... even if it required direct divine intervention in various forms. The human leaders of
Christianity in Jerusalem could only try to catch up with the plan of God, which was operating
often apart from and quite beyond their control.

- Ben Witherington, The Acts of the Apostles

If we live a holy life before God, broken of our pride and self-will, crying out for grace, then we will
be in communion with God. ... Listening is just one of the things that happens in the course of my
soul connecting with God.

- Paul Miller, A Praying Life
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Scripture Acts 8:26-40

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And there was an
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all
her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 22 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”
30 50 Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 3! And he said, “How can |, unless someone guides me?” And he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was
this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.

33 |In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?

For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself
or about someone else?” 3% Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he
told him the good news about Jesus. 3¢ And as they were going along the road they came to some
water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And
he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the
eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 4° But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he
came to Caesarea.






