


Reflection

Well, so that is that. Now we must dismantle the tree, Putting the decorations back into their 
cardboard boxes — Some have got broken — and carrying them up to the attic. The holly and the 
mistletoe must be taken down and burnt, And the children got ready for school. There are enough 
Left-overs to do, warmed-up, for the rest of the week — Not that we have much appetite, having 
drunk such a lot, Stayed up so late, attempted — quite unsuccessfully — To love all of our relatives, 
and in general Grossly overestimated our powers. Once again As in previous years we have seen 
the actual Vision and failed To do more than entertain it as an agreeable Possibility, once again we 
have sent Him away, Begging though to remain His disobedient servant, The promising child who 
cannot keep His word for long. The Christmas Feast is already a fading memory, And already the 
mind begins to be vaguely aware Of an unpleasant whiff of apprehension at the thought Of Lent 
and Good Friday which cannot, after all, now Be very far off. But, for the time being, here we all 
are, back

We had forgotten the office was as depressing as this. To those who have seen The Child, however 
dimly, however incredulously, The Time Being is, in a sense, the most trying time of all.

We look round for something, no matter what, to inhibit Our self-reflection, and the obvious thing 
for that purpose Would be some great suffering. So, once we have met the Son, We are tempted 
ever after to pray to the Father; “Lead us into temptation and evil for our sake.” They will come, all 
right, don’t worry; probably in a form That we do not expect, and certainly with a force More 
dreadful than we can imagine. In the meantime There are bills to be paid, machines to keep in 
repair, Irregular verbs to learn, the Time Being to redeem From insignificance. The happy morning 
is over, The night of agony still to come; the time is noon: When the Spirit must practice his scales 
of rejoicing Without even a hostile audience, and the Soul endure A silence that is neither for nor 
against her faith That God’s Will will be done, That, in spite of her prayers, God will cheat no one, 
not even the world of its triumph.

~ W. H. Auden, For the Time Being



Scripture Titus 2:11-14

Sermon
A (new) Rule for a New Year
Rankin Wilbourne

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a 
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.

1 Timothy 4:6-10, 15-16

6 If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being 
trained in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. 7 Have nothing 
to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; 8 for while bodily training is of 
some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for 
the life to come. 9 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. 10 For to this end we 
toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, 
especially of those who believe

15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a 
close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both 
yourself and your hearers.



Information & Resources

www.PacificCrossroads.org        310.551.0081          PCC APP: Pacific Crossroads 

View and sign up for all events on our mobile app Pacific Crossroads, 

website PacificCrossroads.org/Events or speak with someone at the ‘New Here’ tent.

General Fund Update (as of 12/01/19)
Offerings Budget: $4,000,395 Expenses Budget: $4,574,149
Offerings Actual: $3,535,929 Expenses Actual: $4,052,604

To give from your phone, text give2pcc to 77977

Sunday Volunteer Roles Needed
Downtown - 28 volunteers needed to serve once a month: 
Hospitality/Usher/Greeter/Communion Prep (8), Communion Servers (4),  Lyric Projection (7),

Our Highest Need: Post-Service Prayer (9) 

To serve on Sunday or to volunteer for any of these roles 

Email: alexscott@pacificcrossroads.org

Congregational Care
Our congregational care team is here to help if you are in a difficult place. 

Email: congregationalcare@pacificcrossroads.org or call our office at 310.551.0081

Parking Information
Westside: Volunteers will pay for your parking for 30 minutes after service at a garage pay station.

Downtown: The Adams’ parking structure closes at 8pm. Cars cannot be accessed after that time.

Cover Art: “In the Garden” by Erin Miller Wray @erinmillerwray



View and sign up for all events on our mobile app Pacific Crossroads, 

website PacificCrossroads.org/Events or speak with someone at the ‘New Here’ tent.

Upcoming Events

New Sunday Service Schedule  |  10:00am & 5:00pm   
We have moved our regular Sunday morning service schedule to a single 10:00am service.

Community Group Fair |  Next Sunday Following Both Services  
.Get to know people from Community Groups that meet near your home or workplace. Community 

Groups are one of the best ways to connect with others and experience everything we talk, pray, and 

sing about on Sundays. 

100% Sent Missions Conference  |  1.25.20  |  San Diego   
PCC is partnering with other churches all across San Diego and Southern California to create a 

powerful environment for worship and prayer. We are praying that this is a time of spiritual renewal in 

our lives and churches that will result in a spiritual awakening in Southern California and around the 

world! Featuring Francis Chan, Michael Keller and more. 

Visit allsent.org for more information and to register



Did you know that 43% of Christians came to faith before the age of 12? 
(“Kids and Salvation Survey” 4/2019)

29% say children’s ministry has played a big part in making a decision to 
follow Jesus (ministry-to-children.com)

DL Moody once said, “When you save a child, you save a life—a whole life.” 
Childhood is when they’re most open to learning what it means to trust God. 
It’s when they’re forming their understanding of the world of relationships, 

of love, of God. They are impressionable, and we should be intentional 
about ensuring that they get the right understanding of God and who they 

are in Christ.

Sunday ministries is the perfect setting for relational ministry to children. 
Think of it as community groups for children!

Why should I prayerfully 
consider investing in 

PCC Kids?

This is one of the greatest investments you can 
make in the life of the church. 

Will you prayerfully consider SAYING YES?
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