


Reflections

Why, among all the cults and philosophies competing in the Greco-Roman world, did Christianity
succeed and outstrip all others? Why did it succeed despite getting more severe opposition than
any other? Why did it succeed though it had no influential backers in high places, but consisted
mainly of the poor and slaves? How did it succeed so completely that it forced the most

powerful state in history to come to terms with it, and then outlive the very empire that sought to
uproot it? It is clear that at the very beginning of Christianity there must have occurred a vast

release of energy perhaps unequaled in our history. Without it, the future course of the Christian
religion is inexplicable.

- Kenneth Scott Latourette, Yale Historian
We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a global God.

- John Stott

www.PacificCrossroads.org A
‘Open Window, Collioure’ by Henri Matisse, 1905 Pacific Crossroads @

‘Acts: The Sent Church’ logo by Jesse Wu 310 551-0081



Scripture Acts 1:1-8

In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the
day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. ° He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; ° for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 50 when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” ’ He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father
has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth.”
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Sending the Church on Its Mission
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