
1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which 
you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—
unless you believed in vain.

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to 
one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we 
preach and so you believed.

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has 
been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in 
vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he 
raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are 
not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 
and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If 
in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

If you live in the dark a long time and the sun comes out, you do not cross into it whistling.  There’s 
an initial uprush of relief at first, then - for me, anyway - a profound dislocation.  My old 
assumptions about how the world works are buried, yet my new ones aren’t operational.  There’s 
been a death of sorts, but without a few days in hell, no resurrection is possible.
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A heavy and cruel hand has been laid upon us.  As a people, we feel ourselves to be not only 
deeply injured, but grossly misunderstood.  Our white countrymen do not know us.  They are 
strangers to our character, ignorant of our capacity, oblivious to our history and progress, and are 
misinformed as to the principles and ideas that control and guide us, as a people…hence we hold 
up our heads, if at all, against the withering influence of scorn and contempt.
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Living the Resurrection Life
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God calls Christians to be disciples by gathering
to worship, getting involved in intentional 
community, and living a life of mission. Take a
step forward in discipleship through:
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