


Reflections

ANY OBSERVER WOULD HAVE TO say that Christianity is
fashionable at present in the United States. This might be a good
thing, except that the observer, observing more closely, would
have to conclude that, to the extent that Christianity is fashionable,
it is loosely fashionable.

It seems to have remarkably little to do with the things that Jesus
Christ actually taught

| will begin by dealing with the embarrassing questions that the
Gospels impose, | imagine, upon any serious reader. ...If you had
been living in Jesus’s time and had heard Him teaching, would you
have been one of His followers?

To be an honest taker of this test, | think you have to try to forget
that you have read the Gospels and that Jesus has been a "big
name” for two thousand years. You have to imagine instead that
you are walking past the local courthouse and you come upon a
crowd listening to a man named Joe Green or Green Joe,
depending on judgments whispered among the listeners on the
fringe. You too stop to listen, and you soon realize that Joe Green
is saying something utterly scandalous, utterly unexpectable from
the premises of modern society. He is saying: "Don’t resist evil. If
somebody slaps your right cheek, let him slap your left cheek too.
Love your enemies. When people curse you, you must bless them.
When people hate you, you must treat them kindly. When people
mistrust you, you must pray for them. This is the way you must act
if you want to be children of God.” Well, you know how happily
THAT would be received..among most of your neighbors.

And then suppose this Joe Green looks at you over the heads of
the crowd, calls you by name, and says, "l want to come to dinner
at your house.” | suppose that you, like me, hope very much that
you would say, "Come ahead.” But | suppose also that you, like me,
had better not be too sure.

Wendell Berry, Blessed Are the Peacemakers: Christ’'s Teachings
About Love, Compassion and Forgiveness



Scripture 1 Peter 1:13-25

13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 4 As obedient children, do
not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, ' but
as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for | am holy.” 7 And if you
call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each
one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of
your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as
silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a
lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was foreknown before the
foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for
the sake of you 2! who through him are believers in God, who
raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith
and hope are in God.
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