
Order of Service June 4, 2023
Worship in Fellowship 
Worship in Music 
Worship in Message Wayne Braudrick
Worship in Baptism Jeremy Mikeska
Worship in Giving

Stand Firm
2 Thessalonians 2  Outstanding Series

Life Change: We stand firm in God’s plan 

The end of the world... 

Don’t be dismayed by commentators 1-3

The rapture hasn’t arrived

The day of the Lord hasn’t come, either

The scripture alone is trustworthy

The real story of the Great Tribulation 3-12

It is not brought about by humans

The real story of the Great Tribulation 3-12
The restrainer is removed

Antichrist declares himself god

People claim a secret 2nd coming of Christ Matt 24:3-5

God judges truth-rejectors 

This is a definite judicial act of God who destines the wicked over to the evil 
which they have deliberately chosen themselves. – Archibald Robertson, Word 
Pictures in the N.T.

The real story of the church-age Christian:  13-14
You’re lovingly chosen

You’re granted salvation – justified, sanctified, glorified

So, stand firm! 15-17
Hold to apostolic truth

Accept God’s comfort so you keep on

(Continued from other side)

How did you find us? 
Online Ad  All the Difference        Website

Family/Friend

Are you a member of another church?
Name/Location
                                          /                                     

I am new in the community

Do you already have a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ?

Yes  No

Not sure/ I’d like to know more

I/we made a decision today:
To place my/our trust in Jesus Christ

For a deeper commitment to Christ

To be baptized

To learn more about joining this church

Names of those making this decision:

Prayer Request/ Praise

Your Request will be added to our email prayer chain 
unless specified otherwise (below).

       CONFIDENTIAL (Staff and Elders only)
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Select all squares that 
match the label: Sarah 
Connor. If none, click skip.
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Select all squares that 
match the label: Sarah 
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1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our being gathered to him: We ask you, brothers and 
sisters, 2 not to be easily upset or troubled, either by a 
prophecy or by a message or by a letter supposedly from 
us, alleging that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Don’t let 
anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come 
unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB
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1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our being gathered to him: We ask you, brothers and 
sisters, 2 not to be easily upset or troubled, either by a 
prophecy or by a message or by a letter supposedly from 
us, alleging that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Don’t let 
anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come 
unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.
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1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 
gathered to him: We ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be easily 
upset or troubled, either by a prophecy or by a message or by a 
letter supposedly from us, alleging that the day of the Lord has 
come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will 
not come unless the apostasy comes first and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

Greek: ἀποστασία apostasia = 
1. falling away from truth, following lies 
2. removed, caught up

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB

courtesy dreamdictionary



16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the archangel’s voice, and with the trumpet of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who 
are still alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
will always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one 
another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4 CSB



1 – Lord will be in the visible atmosphere. 
2 – The Lord commands. 
3 – The archangel speaks. 
4 – The trumpet signals.
5 – Dead Christians resurrect. 
6 – All Christians get snatched.
7 – We are with Jesus forever.

7 reveals in 1 Thessalonians 4

courtesy Wilhemina Sumarti



1 – Lord will be in the visible atmosphere. 
2 – The Lord commands. 
3 – The archangel speaks. 
4 – The trumpet signals.
5 – Dead Christians resurrect. 
6 – All Christians get snatched.
7 – We are with Jesus forever.

Greek: κέλευσμα keleusma = order 
to be executed in perfect timing

© David Madison/Getty

7 reveals in 1 Thessalonians 4



1 – Lord will be in the visible atmosphere. 
2 – The Lord commands. 
3 – The archangel speaks. 
4 – The trumpet signals.
5 – Dead Christians resurrect. 
6 – All Christians get snatched.
7 – We are with Jesus forever.

courtesy Jorge Barrios

7 reveals in 1 Thessalonians 4



1 – Lord will be in the visible 
atmosphere. 
2 – The Lord commands. 
3 – The archangel speaks. 

4 – The trumpet signals.
5 – Dead Christians resurrect. 
6 – All Christians get snatched.
7 – We are with Jesus forever.

Shofar of God © Martin Lewski
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1 – Lord will be in the visible atmosphere. 
2 – The Lord commands. 
3 – The archangel speaks. 
4 – The trumpet signals.
5 – Dead Christians resurrect. 
6 – All Christians get snatched.
7 – We are with Jesus forever.

courtesy shutterstock

7 reveals in 1 Thessalonians 4



17 Then we who are still alive, who are left, 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

ἁρπαγησόμεθα harpageesómetha = something snatched 
by force [rendered as “rapture” in middle English] 

1 Thessalonians 4

6 – All Christians get snatched.
7 – We are with Jesus forever.



1 – Lord will be in the visible atmosphere. 
2 – The Lord commands. 

3 – The archangel speaks. 
4 – The trumpet signals.

5 – Dead Christians resurrect. 
6 – All Christians get snatched.
7 – We are with Jesus forever.

courtesy sunsettravel

7 reveals in 1 Thessalonians 4



1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our being gathered to him: We ask you, brothers and 
sisters, 2 not to be easily upset or troubled, either by a 
prophecy or by a message or by a letter supposedly from 
us, alleging that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Don’t let 
anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come 
unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



From 2 Thessalonians to the Black Plague to US shootings, the question 
is the same. In our human centeredness, Christians tend to fear we 
have missed God’s plan – that we missed, messed up, or misunderstood 
the rapture. 

Burning the Library 
of Alexandria
Ernest Smith

2019

I know this is too painful for you bibliophiles. Just look away and breathe.



courtesy HM SAS



Sure hope we’re right 
about this whole 

rapture-before-the-
terrible Day of the 

Lord thing!

courtesy DTS; Note: He was joking.



14 Near is the great day of the LORD,
Near and coming very quickly;
Listen, the day of the LORD!
In it the warrior cries out bitterly. 
15 A day of wrath is that day,
A day of trouble and distress,
A day of destruction and desolation,
A day of darkness and gloom,
A day of clouds and thick darkness 

2 not to be easily upset 
or troubled, either by a 
prophecy or by a 
message or by a letter 
supposedly from us, 
alleging that the day of 
the Lord has come. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB
Zephaniah 1 CSB
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Understandable question:

“Is this the end of the world?”



1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our being gathered to him: We ask you, brothers and 
sisters, 2 not to be easily upset or troubled, either by a 
prophecy or by a message or by a letter supposedly from 
us, alleging that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Don’t let 
anyone deceive you in any way. For that day will not come 
unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness 
is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our being gathered to 
him: We ask you, brothers and sisters, 
2 not to be easily upset or troubled, either 
by a prophecy or by a message or by a 
letter supposedly from us, alleging that 
the day of the Lord has come. 3 Don’t let 
anyone deceive you in any way. For that 
day will not come unless the apostasy 
comes first and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the man doomed to destruction.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB

You ain’t seen 
nothin’ yet. B-b-

b-b-baby you just 
ain’t seen n-
nothing’ yet!

courtesy BTO



2 not to be easily upset or troubled, either by a prophecy or 
by a message or by a letter supposedly from us, alleging 
that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Don’t let anyone 
deceive you in any way. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



courtesy Friends of Irony; “The Little Death!” Who would eat there?
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2 not to be easily upset or troubled, either by a prophecy or 
by a message or by a letter supposedly from us, alleging 
that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Don’t let anyone 
deceive you in any way. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



3 …the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to 
destruction. 4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-
called god or object of worship, so that he sits in God’s temple, 
proclaiming that he himself is God. 5 Don’t you remember that 
when I was still with you I used to tell you about this? 6 And 
you know what currently restrains him, so that he will be 
revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already 
at work, but the one now restraining will do so until he is out of 
the way, 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



8 and then the lawless one will be revealed. The Lord Jesus will 
destroy him with the breath of his mouth and will bring him to 
nothing at the appearance of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless 
one is based on Satan’s working, with every kind of miracle, both 
signs and wonders serving the lie, 10 and with every wicked 
deception among those who are perishing. They perish because they 
did not accept the love of the truth and so be saved. 11 For this 
reason God sends them a strong delusion so that they will believe 
the lie, 12 so that all will be condemned—those who did not believe 
the truth but delighted in unrighteousness.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB
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11 For this reason
God sends…

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



God’s carefully 
laid plans

Me not doing 
my part

courtesy 412teens



Anders Behring Breivik 
murdered 80 people.

Like many active cataclysmic 
apocalypticists, [they] believe that the 
socio-political world is in huge tension, 
like tectonic plates about to crack, and if 
they can set off a small explosion in the 
right place it will unleash far greater 
forces. – Richard Landes, Heaven on 
Earth: The Varieties of Millennial 
Experience



6 And you know what currently restrains him, so that he 
will be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work, but the one now restraining 
will do so until he is out of the way

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



6 And you know what currently restrains him, so that he 
will be revealed in his time.

Greek: ἀποκαλύπτω apokalypto = revealed, uncovered

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



6 And you know what currently restrains him, so that he 
will be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work, but the one now restraining 
will do so until he is out of the way

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB

courtesy Elijah Returns



courtesy Duck Tape

Seminary paper:
“Why Duct Tape is the 

Restrainer of
2 Thessalonians 2”



4 He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god 
or object of worship, so that he sits in God’s temple, 
proclaiming that he himself is God. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB
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How does the Anti-
Christ pull this off? 
How does he get 
people to follow 

him as god?

courtesy Sony



9 The coming of the lawless one is based on Satan’s working, 
with every kind of miracle, both signs and wonders serving the 
lie, 10 and with every wicked deception among those who are 
perishing. They perish because they did not accept the love of 
the truth and so be saved. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



14 Satan himself masquerades 
as an angel of light. 15 It is not 
surprising, then, if his 
servants masquerade as 
servants of righteousness. 

2 Corinthians 11 NIV



9 The coming of the lawless one is based on Satan’s working, 
with every kind of miracle, both signs and wonders serving the 
lie, 10 and with every wicked deception among those who are 
perishing. They perish because they did not accept the love of 
the truth and so be saved. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



3 Don’t let anyone deceive 
you in any way. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



3 While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
approached him privately and said, “Tell us, when will 
these things happen? And what is the sign of your coming 
and of the end of the age?” 
4 Jesus replied to them, “Watch out that no one deceives 
you. 5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the 
Messiah,’ and they will deceive many.”

Matthew 24 CSB



courtesy Fred Wan

I know this is a 
sign from God!



courtesy Darlington cc

This x-ray is a sure 
sign that God is soon 
implementing His 
end-times strategy. 
– statement by  
patient & dentist



courtesy May Mahong; Jeffrey Rigo

“Jesus” on moldy 
plaster sold for $2000

“Jesus” on a pierogi (Polish 
dumpling) sold for $1775



1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
being gathered to him: We ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not 
to be easily upset or troubled, either by a prophecy or by a 
message or by a letter supposedly from us, alleging that the 
day of the Lord has come. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB

Matthew 24 CSB
4 Jesus replied to them, “Watch out that no one deceives you. 
5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Messiah,’ 
and they will deceive many.”



10 and with every wicked deception among those who are 
perishing. They perish because they did not accept the love 
of the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends 
them a strong delusion so that they will believe the lie, 12 so 
that all will be condemned—those who did not believe the 
truth but delighted in unrighteousness.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



11 For this reason God sends them a strong delusion so that 
they will believe the lie, 12 so that all will be condemned—
those who did not believe the truth but delighted in 
unrighteousness.

Greek: καί διά kia dia = construction indicating a causative 
statement of reason 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB

Note: It is not Latin for “day of a Korean car company.”



11 For this reason God sends them a strong delusion so that they 
will believe the lie, 12 so that all will be condemned—those who 
did not believe the truth but delighted in unrighteousness.

Greek: καί διά kia dia = construction indicating a causative 
statement of reason

This is a definite judicial act of God who destines
the wicked over to the evil which they have 
deliberately chosen themselves. – Archibald 
Robertson, Word Pictures in the N.T.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB

courtesy Baptist Courier



13 But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and 
sisters loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
has chosen you for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this 
through our gospel, so that you might obtain the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



courtesy workingnation



13 But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and 
sisters loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
has chosen you for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this 
through our gospel, so that you might obtain the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Greek: εἵλατο heilato = old-fashioned 
term; to lift up, to choose, to move 
something toward the sun

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



courtesy Noah’s dad



13 But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and 
sisters loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
has chosen you for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this 
through our gospel, so that you might obtain the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



13 But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and 
sisters loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
has chosen you for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this 
through our gospel, so that you might obtain the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB

Genesis 15 ASV
6 Abram believed God and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.



13 But we ought to thank God always for 
you, brothers and sisters loved by the 
Lord, because from the beginning God 
has chosen you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and through 
belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this 
through our gospel, so that you might 
obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



(Lacyn Ward) Sanctification reminds me of the 
Velveteen Rabbit story, where a stuffed animal 
only becomes “real” through hard wear & tear:
The Rabbit sighed. He thought it would be a long 
time before this magic called Real happened to 
him. He longed to become Real, to know what it 
felt like; and yet the idea of growing shabby and 
losing his eyes and whiskers was rather sad. He 
wished that he could become it without these 
uncomfortable things happening to him. 
– Margery Williams, The Velveteen Rabbit

courtesy ebay



13 But we ought to thank God always for you, brothers and 
sisters loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 
has chosen you for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this 
through our gospel, so that you might obtain the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold to the 
traditions you were taught, whether by what we said or what 
we wrote. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 
Father, who has loved us and given us eternal encouragement 
and good hope by grace, 17 encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good work and word.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



“Wayne, doesn’t 2 Thess. 
2:15 make you want to get 

rid of your auditorium 
screens and put up icons 

instead?”
– Dr. Mark

courtesy Antioch Diocese



“Mark, if it meant that, you would 
have to get rid of your modern 
medical texts & instruments and use 
only what Dr. Luke had available to 
him. I doubt God or you patients 
desire that.” – Wayne

courtesy Berlin Museum



15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold to the 
traditions you were taught, whether by what we said or what 
we wrote. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 
Father, who has loved us and given us eternal encouragement 
and good hope by grace, 17 encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good work and word.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good 
work and word. 2 Thessalonians 2 CSB



© Nintendo; Non-gamers: this is the evil bad guy from the latest Zelda video game.



© Nintendo; Non-gamers: be like Link, who won’t quit in the latest Zelda game.



courtesy R.E.M.



15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold to the 
traditions you were taught, whether by what we said or what 
we wrote. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 
Father, who has loved us and given us eternal encouragement 
and good hope by grace, 17 encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good work and word.

2 Thessalonians 2 CSB




