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Habakkuk
James Tissot
1896

Is there someone 
else up there?



2 How long, 
O LORD, must I call 

for help? 
But you do not listen! 

“Violence is 
everywhere!” I cry, 

but you do not come 
to save. CSB
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1. Is God God; i.e., is He truly sovereign? 
2. Is He at work; i.e., is He good at His job?

the great questions



1. Is God God; i.e., is He truly sovereign? 
2. Is He at work; i.e., is He good at His job?

You and I are going to have doubts about God unless we 
don’t think...But the big thing is to be careful how we handle 
the questions and watch how we express the doubts. If I 
bring the doubts and the questions to God and seek his face 
about them, [He will] lead me to an answer. But if I turn from 
him, if I isolate myself, if I throw the scriptures away, if I 
reject the church and its people, then I’m in trouble. – Stuart 
Briscoe, Hearing God’s Voice Above the Noise

the great questions



5 The LORD replied,
“Look around at the nations; 
look and be amazed! 
For I am doing something in your own day, 
something you wouldn’t believe 
even if someone told you about it.” CSB
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God told the prophet that he was at work. Herein lies 
an amazing fact, especially for modern people. God is 
at work. In a world that only considers that humans 
are at work, God works. Alongside 
the “men at work” signs that dot 
our lives stands another, more 
important sign: “God at work.”
– C. G. Chappelle, Meet These Men

courtesy mpc



6 For behold, I am raising up the 
Chaldeans,
That fierce and impetuous people 
Who march throughout the earth 
To seize dwelling places which 
are not theirs. NASB

Habakkuk 1

Throne room of Emperor 
Nebuchadnezzar
6th c. B.C.

courtesy Trustees of the British Museum; Janna Braudrick



I’m going to arm Iran and 
North Korea with nuclear 
weapons. I will allow 
rioters and thought police 
to control your culture. 
And thus, from within and 

without, I’m going to blow your life, culture, and 
country to pieces. – Love, YHWH

Habakkuk 1
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1. Is God God; i.e., is He truly sovereign? 
2. Is He at work; i.e., is He good at His job?
3. Is God working good? 

the great questions



Habakkuk
James Tissot
1896

I have some more 
questions…



12 O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—
surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 
O LORD, our Rock, you have sent these Babylonians to correct 
us, 
to punish us for our many sins. 
13 But you are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil. 
Will you wink at their treachery? 
Should you be silent while the wicked 
swallow up people more righteous than they? CSB
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12 O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—
surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 
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12 O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—
surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 
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12 O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—
surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 

Habakkuk 1
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3 “Listen to me, descendants of Jacob, 
all you who remain in Israel. 
I have cared for you since you were born. 
Yes, I carried you before you were born. 
4 I will be your God throughout your lifetime—
until your hair is white with age. 
I made you, and I will care for you. 
I will carry you along and save you.” CSB

Isaiah 46



12 O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—
surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 
O LORD, our Rock, you have sent these Babylonians to 
correct us, 
to punish us for our many sins. 
13 But you are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil. 
Will you wink at their treachery? 
Should you be silent while the wicked 
swallow up people more righteous than they? CSB
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12 O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—
surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 
O LORD, our Rock, you have sent these Babylonians to 
correct us, 
to punish us for our many sins. 
13 But you are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil. 
Will you wink at their treachery? 
Should you be silent while the wicked 
swallow up people more righteous than they? CSB
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12 O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—
surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 
O LORD, our Rock, you have sent these Babylonians to 
correct us, 
to punish us for our many sins. 
13 But you are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil. 
Will you wink at their treachery? 
Should you be silent while the wicked 
swallow up people more righteous than they? CSB
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6 We are all infected and impure with sin. 
When we display our righteous deeds, 
they are nothing but filthy rags. 
Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall, 
and our sins sweep us away like the wind. NLT

Isaiah 64



12 O LORD my God, my Holy One, you who are eternal—
surely you do not plan to wipe us out? 
O LORD, our Rock, you have sent these Babylonians to 
correct us, 
to punish us for our many sins. 
13 But you are pure and cannot stand the sight of evil. 
Will you wink at their treachery? 
Should you be silent while the wicked 
swallow up people more righteous than they? CSB
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14 You have made mankind 
like the fish of the sea, 
like marine creatures that have no ruler. 
15 The Chaldeans pull them all up with a hook, 
catch them in their dragnet, 
and gather them in their fishing net; 
that is why they are glad and rejoice. CSB
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Emperor depicted in guise of 
the fish-god Enki (an idea 
borrowed from Assyria).
Note the fish headdress and 
the scales. 

“The Chaldeans...drag them 
away with...their fishing 
net.”

courtesy Trustees of the British Museum; Janna Braudrick
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Herr Max & Frau Meta 
Schlamm
Marga & Vera
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1. Is God God; i.e., is He truly sovereign? 
2. Is He at work; i.e., is He good at His job?
3. Is God working good? 

the great questions



16 That is why they sacrifice to their dragnet 
and burn incense to their fishing net, 
for by these things their portion is rich 
and their food plentiful. 
17 Will they therefore empty their net and continually 
slaughter nations without mercy? CSB
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16 That is why they sacrifice to their dragnet 
and burn incense to their fishing net, 
for by these things their portion is rich 
and their food plentiful. 
17 Will they therefore empty their net and continually 
slaughter nations without mercy? CSB
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Mao is my 
favorite political 

philosopher…
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favorite political 
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16 That is why they sacrifice to their dragnet 
and burn incense to their fishing net, 
for by these things their portion is rich 
and their food plentiful. 
17 Will they therefore empty their net and continually 
slaughter nations without mercy? CSB
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1 I will stand at my guard post 
and station myself on the lookout tower. 
I will watch to see what he will say to me 
and what I should reply about my complaint. CSB

Habakkuk 2
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1 I will stand at my guard post 
and station myself on the lookout tower. 
I will watch to see what he will say to me 
and what I should reply about my complaint. CSB
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The Patient Job
Gerard Seaghers
ca. 1630
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The Lord Answered Job
William Blake
1825



1 I will stand at my guard post 
and station myself on the lookout tower. 
I will watch to see what he will say to me 
and what I should reply about my complaint. CSB

Habakkuk 2



Wayne, when my father died suddenly of a heart 
attack, my greatest desire 
was to find a vantage point 
high enough to try and see 
things as God did. That was 
the only way to make sense 
of the situation.

courtesy raisethebarUK



Our big problem is that we want to get his thinking 
in line with ours. What Habakkuk is saying is this: 
‘I’m going to take all the time necessary to get my 
thinking in line with God’s.’ Then God, when he has 
Habakkuk on his tower of meditation, can begin to 
declare something to him. – Stuart Briscoe, 
Hearing God’s Voice Above the Noise

courtesy Greg Atkinson



2 The LORD
answered me: 

Write down this vision; 
clearly inscribe it 

on tablets 
so one may easily 

read it. CSB
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Tablet from the offices of 
Emperor Nebuchadnezzar 
of Babylon



courtesy Trustees of the British Museum; Wayne Braudrick

1) The king sent runners, heralds, 
into village squares telling the 
news of the king’s proclamation. 

2) A stele was erected at major 
crossroads and on border 
crossings into the kingdom. 

Code of Hammurabi 
inscribed on a stele

official communication



2 The LORD
answered me: 

Write down this vision; 
clearly inscribe it 

on tablets 
so one may easily 

read it. CSB
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A priest ‘reads’ the god’s 
message in entrails



2 The LORD
answered me: 

Write down this vision; 
clearly inscribe it 

on tablets 
so one may easily 

read it. CSB
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3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time; 
it testifies about the end and will not lie. 
Though it delays, wait for it, 
since it will certainly come and not be late. CSB
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3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time; 
it testifies about the end and will not lie. 
Though it delays, wait for it, 
since it will certainly come and not be late.

ץֵק qqes = a conclusion toward which something 
proceeds; very similar to the Latin phrase terminus 
ad quem [literally, “the limit unto which”]; refers to 
the goal or conclusion point
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3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time; 
it testifies about the end and will not lie. 
Though it delays, wait for it, 
since it will certainly come and not be late.

ץֵק qqes = a conclusion toward which 
something proceeds; very similar to 
the Latin phrase terminus ad quem
[literally, “the limit unto which”]; 
refers to the goal or conclusion point 

Habakkuk 2
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Hindu view of history Biblical view of history

courtesy morewin; deadspin
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100 Americans will die in car 
crashes today. 
0.3 vaccinated Americans 
will contract Covid-19. 

Similarly, the odds of being 
murdered in your own home 
by a psychopathic waterfowl 
are very low, but not zero.



3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time; 
it testifies about the end and will not lie. 
Though it delays, wait for it, 
since it will certainly come and not be late. CSB

Habakkuk 2



Wayne, Habakkuk teaches us it’s okay to wrestle 
with God but do so humbly. As you stated when we 
studied c. 1: lament, don’t whine. When I find myself 
questioning God, I remind myself of God’s words in 
Habakkuk 1:5 and Isaiah 55:8-9. These texts bring me 
comfort, reminding that He is Sovereign and I am 

NOT! – Ben Quezada

courtesy Shane Quezada



8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
and your ways are not my ways. 
This is the LORD’s declaration. 
9 For as heaven is higher than earth, 
so my ways are higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” CSB

Isaiah 55



4 Look, his ego is 
inflated; 

he is without integrity. 
But the righteous one 

will live 
by his faith. CSB
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4 Look, his ego is inflated; 
he is without integrity. 
But the righteous one will live by his faith. CSB

רׁשי yysr = right or upright in 
thought or posture; a verb being 
drafted into use as a noun to 
humorously emphasize the point 

Habakkuk 2 He not be 
right in the 

thinker.

courtesy Warner Bros.



רׁשי yysr = right or upright 
in thought or posture; 
verb being drafted into 
use as a noun to 
humorously emphasize 
the point 

4 Look, his ego is inflated; 
he is without integrity. 
But the righteous one will live by his faith. CSB

Habakkuk 2

֥תָנּומֱאֶּב bbe e’munat = 
something firm and 
secure; a thing on which 
one stands with 
confidence 



1. Is God God? 
2. Is He at work?
3. Is God working good? 

the great questions
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4 Look, his ego is 
inflated; 

he is without integrity. 
But the righteous one 

will live 
by his faith. CSB
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I felt numb. Absolutely numb. Years of struggling and 
searching as I experienced the wrath of man and 
patience of God had finally led me to the Lord’s 
grace. An hour or two later the numbness was 
replaced with an inner peace and bubbling joy which 
was literally from out of this world!...I felt the 
perfection that only Jesus can bring to 
an empty human heart. 
– Vera Schlamm, Pursued
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רׁשי yysr = right or upright 
in thought or posture; 
verb being drafted into 
use as a noun to 
humorously emphasize 
the point 

4 Look, his ego is inflated; 
he is without integrity. 
But the righteous one will live by his faith. CSB

Habakkuk 2

֥תָנּומֱאֶּב bbe e’munat = 
something firm and 
secure; a thing on which 
one stands with 
confidence 
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Nicholaus Copernicus
Christian Friederich
Tieck
1853 



courtesy great minds

Galileo, Kepler, 
Newton, Hubble, & 
Einstein built their 
work on Copernicus’ 
brilliant perspective 
that we are not the 
center of the system.



courtesy BBCW

The NT authors built 
their work on 
Habakkuk’s brilliant 
perspective that we 
are not the center of 
the system.



6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of 
God, so that he may exalt you at the proper time, 
7 casting all your cares on him, because he cares about 
you.
9 Resist [the enemy], firm in the faith, knowing that the 
same kind of sufferings are being experienced by your 
fellow believers throughout the world. 10 The God of all 
grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, establish, strengthen, and support you 
after you have suffered a little while. CSB

1 Peter 5



My cruel mother loads me down 
with chores, requires me to go 
to church, makes me write thank 
yous to grandma, limits screen 
time, and won’t give me a new 
Play Station!



courtesy Huffpo

Thank you!



2 The LORD
answered me: 

Write down this vision; 
clearly inscribe it 

on tablets 
so one may easily 

read it. CSB
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2 The LORD answered me: 
Write down this vision; clearly inscribe it on tablets 
so one may easily read it. CSB

1 Corinthians 10
11 These things happened to them as examples, and 
they were written for our instruction, on whom the 
ends of the ages have come. CSB
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3 For the vision is yet for the appointed time; 
it testifies about the end and will not lie. 
Though it delays, wait for it, 
since it will certainly come and not be late. CSB

Romans 8
25 Now if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly 
wait for it with patience. CSB
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17 For our momentary light affliction is producing for 
us an absolutely incomparable eternal weight of 
glory. 18 So we do not focus on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but 
what is unseen is eternal. CSB

2 Corinthians 4



4 But the righteous one will live by his faith. CSB

Romans 1
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek. 17 For 
in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith, just as it is written: The righteous will live by 
faith. [Habakkuk 2:4] CSB

Habakkuk 2




