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Love Bears All by Receiving            17-19

Love Bears All by Partnering       1, 17, 20, 22-25 

Philemon 7

7 For I have great joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, brother.  
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Philemon – how does love cut through societal and personal sin?1 

 Colossians 3:12-13

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, put on 
ĐŽŵƉĂƐƐŝŽŶ͕�ŬŝŶĚŶĞƐƐ͕�ŚƵŵŝůŝƚǇ͕ �ŐĞŶƚůĞŶĞƐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƟĞŶĐĞ͕�ϭϯ�bearing 
with one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a grievance 
against another.   
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How does love cut 

through societal and 

personal sin?

Wayne Braudrick



12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, 
put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience, 13 bearing with one another and forgiving one 
another if anyone has a grievance against another.

Colossians 3:12-13 (CSB)



…all things have been 
created through him 

and for him. 
17 He is before all things, 

and by him all things 
hold together.

Colossians 1:16-17 (CSB)



…were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, he made you alive with him and forgave us all 
our trespasses. 14 He erased the certificate of debt, with 
its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, 
and has taken it away by nailing it to the cross.

Colossians 2:13-14 (CSB)



12 Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, 
put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience, 13 bearing with one another and forgiving one 
another if anyone has a grievance against another.

Colossians 3:12-13 (CSB)



R.R. Melick

Enduring speaks to the practice of other Christian 
characteristics. Some believers in the church were being 
offended by the actions of others. The terms called the 
believers to a high standard of personal action when 
offended. “Enduring” is putting up with others even when 
they fail or act differently from what is expected.

Melick, R. R. (1991). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Vol. 32, p. 300). 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac32?ref=Bible.Col3.13&off=126&ctx=NIV)+and+forgiving.+~Enduring+speaks+to+t




11 Once he was 
useless to you, 
but now he is
useful both to 

you and to me.

Philemon 11 (CSB)





12 I am sending him back to you—I am sending my 

very own heart., 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so 

that in my imprisonment for the gospel he might 

serve me in your place.

Philemon 12-13 (CSB)



12 I am sending him back to you—I am sending my 

very own heart. 13 I wanted to keep him with me, so 

that in my imprisonment for the gospel he might 

serve me in your place.

Philemon 12-13 (CSB)



18 And if he has wronged you in any way, or 
owes you anything, charge that to my account. 
19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will 
repay it—not to mention to you that you owe 
me even your very self. 

Philemon 18-19 (CSB)



1 Samuel 18:1-4 (CSB)
18 When David had finished speaking with Saul,
Jonathan was bound to David in close friendship, and
loved him as much as he loved himself. 2 Saul kept David
with him from that day on and did not let him return to
his father’s house.

3 Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved 
him as much as himself. 4 Then Jonathan removed the 
robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his 
military tunic, his sword, his bow, and his belt. 



I will 
repay it…

Philemon 19 (CSB)
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Christ of the Cross by Matthias Gryunewld. 
www.fineartamerica.com



Philemon 14 (CSB)

14 But I didn’t want to do anything without your 
consent, so that your good deed might not be 
out of obligation, but of your own free will.



Fine, I’ll sit 
down, but I’m 
standing up on 
the inside! 

image courtesy www.kidsactivitiesblog.com



Wayne Braudrick
…regarding obedience based on love instead of 

power, Aristotle addressed the idea similarly 300 

years before Paul. Since Philemon appears to have 

been an educated citizen of the Greek-thinking part 

of Asia Minor, it’s possible Paul is using the man’s 

past schooling to build his point. Here’s the passage 

I remembered from Aristotle:



Aristotle
[Consider] those who act under compulsion from their 
commanders; yet are they really lower in [courage], 
because not a sense of honour but fear is the motive 
from which they act, and what they seek to avoid is not 
that which is base but that which is simply painful: 
commanders do in fact compel their men sometimes, as 
Hector says (to quote Homer again),
“But whomsoever I shall find cowering afar from the 
fight, The teeth of dogs he shall by no means escape.”



Aristotle

Those commanders who station staunch troops by 
doubtful ones, or who beat their men if they flinch, or 
who draw their troops up in line with the trenches, or 
other similar obstacles, in their rear, do in effect the 
same as Hector, for they all use compulsion.

But a man is to be Brave, not on compulsion, but from a 
sense of honour.

– Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book III, Chapter XI (translated by DP Chase) 



“Paul takes that a step 

further, of course. He 

argues that agape, 

not merely honor, is 

the best compulsion.”



www.thebackpew.com



42 “Father, if you 
are willing, 

take this cup 
away from me—

nevertheless, 
not my will, 
but yours, 
be done.” 

Luke 22: 42 (CSB)



Philemon 21

21 Since I am confident of your obedience, I am 
writing to you, knowing that you will do even 
more than I say.



Philemon 14-16
14 But I didn’t want to do anything without your 

consent, so that your good deed might not be out of 
obligation, but of your own free will. 15 For perhaps this is 
why he was separated from you for a brief time, so that 
you might get him back permanently, 16 no longer as a 
slave, but more than a slave—as a dearly loved brother. 
He is especially so to me, but how much more to you, 
both in the flesh and in the Lord.



R.R. Melick
Paul saw many ways Onesimus could be of service to him in his
imprisonment. Their fellowship was good, and he lifted Paul’s
spirits at a difficult time. Paul wished he could have kept
Onesimus in Rome.18 Some logic could have supported such
thoughts. Knowing Philemon as he did, Paul knew he would be
in Rome serving Paul if the opportunity presented itself. Further,
such service appropriately expressed the father-son relationship,
even if it were a spiritual one. Since Philemon could not be there,
Onesimus could have served nicely—and appropriately—in place
of Philemon. The thought had much to commend it.



R.R. Melick
Such a procedure would have destroyed everything about the

impact of the gospel. Paul had no right to keep Onesimus; Onesimus
needed to make restitution for his own sake; and the church needed
the opportunity to see such an evidence of Christianity at work. In
spite of these matters, Paul thought in terms of doing what was right
in the proper way. Even seemingly proper ends must be brought
about by proper means! Philemon also was a dear friend and child in
the faith. Paul had to be true to both of his children and to the Lord.
As a further evidence of the power of the gospel, Philemon had to

be free to decide what he would do.

Melick, R. R. (1991). Philippians, Colossians, Philemon (Vol. 32, pp. 362–363). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nac32?ref=Bible.Phm13-14&off=230&ctx=13%E2%80%9314+~Paul+saw+many+ways+Onesimus+could+




Colossians 3:11

11 In Christ there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision 

and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave and 

free; but Christ is all and in all. 



Genesis 50:20-21

20 You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to 
bring about the present result—the survival of many 
people. 21 Therefore don’t be afraid. I will take care of you 
and your children.” And he comforted them and spoke 
kindly to them.





Genesis 2:23

23 And the man said: 

This one, at last, is bone of my bone 

and flesh of my flesh; 

this one will be called “woman,” 

for she was taken from man. 



“This one, at last
… is like me!”



Preparing for Marriage-Rainey

This passage illustrates a cornerstone 
principle of marriage. Just like Adam, you 
must individually receive your mate as 
God’s provision for your need for 
companionship. Receiving your mate 
demonstrates your faith in God’s integrity.



Preparing for Marriage
Adam’s focus was on God’s flawless character, not on 
Eve’s performance. He knew God and he knew that God 
could be trusted. Adam enthusiastically
received Eve because he knew she was
from God. Adam’s faith in God enabled
him to receive Eve as God’s perfect 
provision for him.

Rainey, Dennis et all. (1997). Preparing for Marriage. (p 94-95); photo courtesy of amazon.com



www.amazon.com



Dr. Juli Slattery
Faithfulness is the cornerstone of our relationship with the Lord. 
Without trust in God, you could not grow in intimacy and your 
worship would be simply a shallow expression. You 
have to know that His heart is for you, He hasn’t 
left or rejected you. He desires the best for you. 
Before ever asking us to be faithful to Him, God 
showed us His faithfulness. He initiated love, 
pursuing us even while we rebelled against Him. 
Many Christians have a superficial relationship 
with God because they don’t trust Him.

Slattery, Dr. Juli. (2022) God Sex and Your Marriage. (p70-71); photo authenticintimacy,com





Parnership in Philemon
• 1 To Philemon our dear friend and coworker, 

• 17 So if you consider me a partner, 

• 20 Yes, brother, may I benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my 
heart in Christ

• 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you
greetings, and so do 24 Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke,

my coworkers. The grace of the Lord, Jesus Christ be with
your spirit.



Parnership in Philemon
• 1 To Philemon our dear friend and coworker, 

• 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you
greetings, and so do 24 Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke,
my coworkers. The grace of the Lord, Jesus Christ be with
your spirit.

συνεργός (synergos)



Theological Dictionary of the NT
Paul raises a theological claim for himself and his helpers. 
Their assistance in proclaiming the Gospel means that they 
share with the apostle the burden of the ministry of 
reconciliation. Along the lines of Is. 43:24 they thus share in 
God’s own work with its toil and labour. Hence, they are 
God’s servants and workers. As such they can claim the 
obedience of the community. Nevertheless, they are not 
lords of the community in the human sense; they are helpers 
of its joy, 2 Cor. 1:24.

G. Bertram, “συνεργός, συνεργέω” in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, vol. 7, p. 875



2 Corinthians 1:24

24 I do not mean that we lord it over your 
faith, but we are workers with you for your 

joy, because you stand firm in your faith.





Together
If you're lookin' for hope tonight, raise your hand
If you feelin' alone and don't understand
If you're fightin' in the fight of your life, then stand
We're gonna make it through this hand-in-hand

If we fall (fall), we will fall together
Ha ha, I got you, my brother
Together (together)
I see you my sister
And when we rise, we will rise together

Photo: songfacts.com



Together

If we fall (if we fall), we will fall together
Take my hand (together)
Come and stand
When we rise (when we rise)
We will rise together (we will rise together)
Together (that's right!)

Source: Musixmatch Songwriters: Kirk Franklin / Joel Smallbone / Luke Smallbone / Ricky Jackson / Ran 
Jackson / Joshua Peter Kerr

https://www.musixmatch.com/




Philemon 7

7For I have great joy and encouragement 
from your love, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you, 

brother.




