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32 They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus 
was walking ahead of them. The disciples were astonished, 
but those who followed him were afraid. Taking the Twelve 
aside again, he began to tell them the things that would 
happen to him. 33 “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son 
of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to death. Then they will 
hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 and they will mock him, spit 
on him, flog him, and kill him, and he will rise after three 
days.” CSB
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Jesus’ location in 
Mark 10:32

Common route 
up to Jerusalem
via Jericho 
[Jericho +197 ft]

- 300 [300 
ft below 
sea level]

+ 2597 ft



32 They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and 
Jesus was walking ahead of them. The disciples were 
astonished, but those who followed him were afraid. 

Mark 10

Greek: φοβέω = 
overwhelming 
fear

Greek: θαμβέω thambeo = 
astonished, wondered, 
thunderstruck; from the Indo-
Germanic root word dhabh, 
“to be struck” as in lightning
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I looked ‘round
And I knew there was 
no turning back (Thunder)
My mind raced
And I thought, what could I do? 
(Thunder)
And I knew there was no help, 
no help from you (Thunder)
Sound of the drums
Beating in my heart
– Angus Young
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Little Big Horn
Charles Russell
1903
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What should 
we do, Tonto?
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What should 
we do, Tonto? What’s this 

we bit, 
White Man?



35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached 
him and said, “Teacher, we want you to do whatever 
we ask you.” 36 “What do you want me to do for 
you?” he asked them. 37 They answered him, “Allow 
us to sit at your right and at your left in your glory.” 
38 Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you’re 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup I drink or to be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”

Mark 10



39 “We are able,” they told him. Jesus said to them, “You 
will drink the cup I drink, and you will be baptized with 
the baptism I am baptized with. 40 But to sit at my right 
or left is not mine to give; instead, it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared.” 41 When the ten disciples 
heard this, they began to be indignant with James and 
John. 42 Jesus called them over and said to them, “You 
know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and those in high positions 
act as tyrants over them. 
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43 But it is not so among you. On the contrary, 
whoever wants to become great among you will be 
your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first among 
you will be a slave to all. 45 For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give 
his life as a ransom for many.” CSB

Mark 10



16 He appointed the 
Twelve: To Simon, he gave 
the name Peter; 17 and to 
James the son of Zebedee, 
and to his brother John, 
he gave the name 
“Boanerges” (that is, 
“Sons of Thunder”) CSB

Mark 3

Vocation of the 12
Domenico Ghirlandaio
1481-82courtesy Vatican; This great fresco is in the Sistine Chapel.



36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked 
them. 37 They answered him, “Allow us to sit at your 
right and at your left in your glory.”

In a royal court, the highest assigned 
position is to sit at the Emperor’s right. The 
next-highest place is to be on his direct left. 
– Flavius Josephus The Antiquities of the Jews
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20 Then the mother of James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came to Jesus with her sons. She knelt 
respectfully to ask a favor. 21 “What is your request?” 
he asked. She replied, “In your Kingdom, please let 
my two sons sit in places of honor next to you, one 
on your right and the other on your left.” NLT

Matthew 20



38 Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you’re 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup I drink or to be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”

Mark 10

represented either drinking 
in great news or the process 
of draining the dregs of 
human sin

courtesy kcl antiques



38 Jesus said to them, “You don’t know what you’re 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup I drink or to be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”

Mark 10

signified identification. 
Jesus is going to identify 
with humanity and face the 
ultimate human judgment –
separation and death. 

Ancient mikveh (baptistry) courtesy Casa Bianca
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41 When the ten disciples heard this, they began to be 
indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them over and 
said to them, “You know that those who are regarded as 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those in high 
positions act as tyrants over them. 43 But it is not so among 
you. On the contrary, whoever wants to become great 
among you will be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be 
first among you will be a slave to all. 45 For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.” CSB
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Their ambition was to reach a place, finally, where 
they could live as passive receivers. Christ, having 
better things in mind for them than that, was eager 
for them to live lives of active engagement in his 
name and for the benefit of others. – Glen Edwards, 
“Living in the Active Voice” 
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Leading comes through following. 
When we obediently follow Jesus, 
really listening to Him and trusting 
Him, then disciples of Christ are in a 
position to lead. – Kevin East 

I recommend his blog & podcast “Following to Lead.”

courtesy Following to Lead



[Person being considered] is the one I picture 
whenever I think about servant-leadership. He is in 
charge and doesn’t duck responsibility, but there is 
not a single moment where you doubt his 
commitment to you and your success. He truly slaves 
away to make sure everyone around him is blessed.



46 They came to Jericho. And as he was leaving 
Jericho with his disciples and a large crowd, 
Bartimaeus (the son of Timaeus), a blind beggar, was 
sitting by the road. 47 When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many warned him to 
keep quiet, but he was crying out all the more, “Have 
mercy on me, Son of David!” 

Mark 10



49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they called the 
blind man and said to him, “Have courage! Get up; he’s 
calling for you.” 50 He threw off his coat, jumped up, and 
came to Jesus. 51 Then Jesus answered him, “What do 
you want me to do for you?” “Rabboni [Hebrew for “my 
Lord the teacher”],” the blind man said to him, “I want to 
see.” 52 Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith has saved you.” 
Immediately he could see and began to follow Jesus on 
the road. CSB
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Aspects germane to this passage:
• An offspring of David’s will sit enthroned in Jerusalem 

and rule as Messiah forever. 
• He will establish a 

physical kingdom 
for Jews.

• He will rule an 
eternal perfect 
government for all 
the world. 

[See 2 Sam. 7; I Chron. 7; II Chron. 6.]
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9 No wonder my heart is glad, and I rejoice. 
My body rests in safety. 
10 For you will not leave my soul among the dead 

[Hebrew: Sheol]
or allow your holy one to rot in the grave. 
11 You will show me the way of life, 
granting me the joy of your presence 
and the pleasures of living with you forever. NLT

Psalm 16



29 “Dear brothers, think about this! You can be sure that
the patriarch David wasn’t referring to himself, for he
died and was buried, and his tomb is still here among us.
30 But he was a prophet, and he knew God had promised
with an oath that one of David’s own descendants would
sit on his throne. 31 David was looking into the future and
speaking of the Messiah’s resurrection. He was saying
that God would not leave him among the dead or allow
his body to rot in the grave. 32 God raised Jesus from the
dead, and we are all witnesses of this.” NLT

Acts 2
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51 Then Jesus answered him, “What do you want me to 
do for you?” “Rabboni [Hebrew for “my Lord the 
teacher”],” the blind man said to him, “I want to see.”

Psalm 16
7 I will bless the LORD who counsels me—
even at night when my thoughts trouble me.
8 I always let the LORD guide me. 
Because he is at my right hand, 
I will not be shaken. CSB
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Once again, I need my current spy in Italy (KH) to get me new photos.

Mark 8
29 “But you,” he asked 
them, “who do you say 
that I am?” 

Peter 
answered 
him, “You are 
the Messiah.”
CSB

33 But turning around 
and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! You 
are not thinking about 
God’s concerns but 
human concerns.” CSB



Mark 10
52 Jesus said to him, 
“Go, your faith has 

saved you.” 
Immediately he could 

see and began to 
follow Jesus on the 

road. CSB



52 Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith has saved you.” 
Immediately he could see and began to follow Jesus 
on the road. CSB

Hebrews 11

1 Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, 
the proof of what is not seen. CSB
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If someone could believe with a certain and constant 
faith and could understand the magnitude of it all, 
that he is the son and heir of God, he could regard all 
the power and wealth of all the kingdoms of the 
world as filth and refuse in 
comparison with his heavenly 
inheritance. Whatever the 
world has that is sublime and 
glorious would make him sick…

courtesy National Endowment for the Humanities



If we could grasp and believe for a certainty that God is 
our Father and that we are his sons and heirs, the world 
would immediately seem vile to us, with everything that 
it regards as precious, such as righteousness, wisdom, 
kingdoms, power, crowns, gold, glory, riches, pleasure, 
and the like…We would not attach our hearts so firmly to 
physical things that their presence would give us 
confidence and their removal would produce dejection 
and even despair. – Martin Luther, Luther’s Collected 
Writings



Luther describes the way of joy, peace, satisfaction, 
humility, gratitude, and the like. But one must think 
counterculturally to arrive at these things. We must 

“grasp and believe” that God is our Father in 
Christ and that we are His children. 
– David E Briones, “Should Christians Be 
Countercultural?”

courtesy Westminster Theological Seminary
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52 Jesus said to him, 
“Go, your faith has 

saved you.” 
Immediately he could 

see and began to 
follow Jesus on the 

road. CSB



32 They were on the road, going up to 
Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking 
ahead of them. The disciples were 
astonished
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Greek: θαμβέω thambeo = 
astonished, wondered, 
thunderstruck; from the Indo-
Germanic root word dhabh, “to 
be struck” as in lightning

52 Jesus said to 
him, “Go, your 
faith has saved 
you.” 
Immediately he 
could see and 
began to follow 
Jesus on the 
road. CSB




