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Job 5
7 Humans are born for trouble 
as surely as sparks fly upward. CSB

Matthew 6
34 Each day has enough trouble of its own. CSB

Expert wisdom on life and suffering



I was profoundly impressed by the man’s 
understanding of African history and politics and his 
insight into the challenges facing his nation. I asked, 
“Where did you get your training?”
I expected to hear the name of some famous 
university and was amazed at the reply: “I trained on 
Robben Island.”



courtesy pureafrica

Robben Island
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“You stopped hating?” I [Macdonald] asked.
“Not right away. It took me almost five years to 
forgive…five years of learning with the old men. But 
when I did forgive, I was a different person. I knew I 
had forgiven when I could go to Holy Communion on 
Friday and invite the guard to lay down his gun, come 
and receive the sacrament with me. So that’s the 
answer to your question. That’s where I got my 
training.” – Gordon MacDonald, The Life God Blesses



Peace in the Midst of 
the Storm
Jack Dawson
1982

Notice the dove safe on 
her nest.



courtesy Robben Island; radiodiaries

Hate! Forgive.



7 Humans are born for trouble 
as surely as sparks fly upward. 
8 However, if I were you, I would 
appeal to God 
and would present my case to him. 
9 He does great and unsearchable 
things, 
wonders without number. CSB

Job 5

© Daniel Wood
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Are you 
God?

Look. 
Wonder. 
I’m doing 
things you 
wouldn’t 
believe.

But are 
you 

working 
good?

Woe! Look 
at my 
justice 

woven into 
all of life.

Thank 
you for 
mercy.



3 God comes from Teman, 
the Holy One from Mount Paran. 
Selah
His splendor covers the heavens, 
and the earth is full of his praise. 
4 His brilliance is like light; 
rays are flashing from his hand. 
This is where his power is hidden. 

Habakkuk 3
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5 Plague goes before him, 
and pestilence follows in his steps. 
6 He stands and shakes the earth; 
he looks and startles the nations. 
The age-old mountains break apart; 
the ancient hills sink down. 
His pathways are ancient. 
7 I see the tents of Cushan in distress; 
the tent curtains of the land of Midian tremble. 

Habakkuk 3



8 Are you angry at the rivers, LORD? 
Is your wrath against the rivers? 
Or is your fury against the sea 
when you ride on your horses, 
your victorious chariot? 
9 You took the sheath from your bow; 
the arrows are ready to be used with an oath.
Selah
You split the earth with rivers. 

Habakkuk 3



10 The mountains see you and shudder; 
a downpour of water sweeps by. 
The deep roars with its voice 
and lifts its waves high. 
11 Sun and moon stand still in their lofty residence, 
at the flash of your flying arrows, 
at the brightness of your shining spear. 
12 You march across the earth with indignation; 
you trample down the nations in wrath. 

Habakkuk 3



13 You come out to save your people, 
to save your anointed. 
You crush the leader of the house of the wicked 
and strip him from foot to neck. 
Selah
14 You pierce his head 
with his own spears; 
his warriors storm out to scatter us, 
gloating as if ready to secretly devour the weak. 
15 You tread the sea with your horses, 
stirring up the vast water. CSB

Habakkuk 3
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Jenny May, can you 
believe he said that? 
Bodies cut open stem 
to stern and he calls it 
beautiful! He even 
wrote it down right 
there in the notes 
where anybody can 
read it!
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13 You come out to save your people, 
to save your anointed. 
You crush the leader of the house of the wicked 
and strip him from 
foot to neck. CSB

Habakkuk 3



3 God comes from Teman, 
the Holy One from Mount Paran.
Selah
9 You took the sheath from your bow; 
the arrows are ready to be used with an oath. CSB
Selah

Habakkuk 3



Stormy sea through 
a spyglass

Hope Waddell
2018



3 God came from Teman, 
and the Holy One from Mount Paran. 
Selah
9 You stripped the sheath from your bow, 
calling for many arrows. ESV
Selah

Habakkuk 3



3 God came from Teman, 
and the Holy One from 
Mount Paran. ESV
Selah

Habakkuk 3
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Death of firstborn 
and Egypt’s darkness
Spanish artist
c. 1490

courtesy National Gallery, Washington
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A psalm of David.
1 LORD, hear my prayer. 
In your faithfulness listen to my plea, 
and in your righteousness answer me. 
2 Do not bring your servant into judgment, 
for no one alive is righteous in your sight. 
3 For the enemy has pursued me, 
crushing me to the ground, 
making me live in darkness 
like those long dead. 

Psalm 143



4 My spirit is weak 
within me; 

my heart is overcome 
with dismay. CSB

Psalm 143



4 My spirit is weak within me; 
my heart is overcome with dismay.
5 I remember the days of old; 
I meditate on all you have done; 
I reflect on the work of your hands. 
6 I spread out my hands to you; 
I am like parched land before you. 
Selah CSB

Psalm 143



I know of nothing which so stimulates my faith in my 
Heavenly Father as to look back and reflect on His 
faithfulness to me in every crisis and every chilling 
circumstance of life...Again and again I have been 
conscious of the Good Shepherd’s guidance through dark 
days and deep valleys...Because He has led me through 
without fear before, He can do it again, and again, and 
again. In this knowledge fear fades and tranquility 
of heart and mind takes its place. – W. Phillip Keller, 
A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23

courtesy Kregel



9 You took the sheath from your bow; 
the arrows are ready to be used with an oath.
Selah
You split the earth with rivers. 
10 The mountains see you and shudder; 
a downpour of water sweeps by. 
The deep roars with its voice 
and lifts its waves high. 
11 Sun and moon stand still in their lofty residence, 
at the flash of your flying arrows, 
at the brightness of your shining spear. 

Habakkuk 3



Please place video 
here

Happy_Penguin!.wmv from :50-1:50. 
[No sound. I will narrate instead.]



Let come what may. Storms may break about me, 
predators may attack, the rivers of reverses may threaten 

to inundate me. But because He is 
in the situation with me, I shall 
not fear. – W. Philip Keller, A 
Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23

© virality



9 You took the sheath from your bow; 
the arrows are ready to be used with an oath.
Selah
You split the earth with rivers. 
10 The mountains see you and shudder; 
a downpour of water sweeps by. 
The deep roars with its voice 
and lifts its waves high. 
11 Sun and moon stand still in their lofty residence, 
at the flash of your flying arrows, 
at the brightness of your shining spear. 

Habakkuk 3



9 You took the sheath from your bow; 
the arrows are ready to be used with an oath.

Hebrew: ֹאתֹוּ֖טַמהָעּובְׁש רֶמ֫ ssebuot mattot omer = 
hard phrase that has been translated into English over 
100 different ways 

omer is the main idea = a discourse or a word, used 
exclusively in poetry

Habakkuk 3



9 You took the sheath from your bow; 
the arrows are ready to be used with an oath.

Hebrew: ֹאתֹוּ֖טַמהָעּובְׁש רֶמ֫ ssebuot
mattot omer
omer is the main idea = a discourse 
or a word, used exclusively in poetry

Habakkuk 3



17 The LORD your God is in your midst; 
he is a warrior who can deliver. 
He takes great delight in you; 
he renews you by his love; 
he shouts for joy over you. NET

Zephaniah 3



14 You pierce his [the oppressor’s] head 
with his own spears; 
his warriors storm out to scatter us, 
gloating as if ready to secretly devour the weak. 
15 You tread the sea with your horses, 
stirring up the vast water. CSB

Habakkuk 3



26 After those sixty-two weeks 
the Anointed One will be cut off 
and will have nothing. 
The people of the coming ruler 
will destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. 
The end will come with a flood, 
and until the end there will be 
war; 
desolations are decreed. 

Daniel 9
27 He will make a firm covenant 
with many for one week, 
but in the middle of the week 
he will put a stop to sacrifice 
and offering. 
And the abomination of 
desolation 
will be on a wing of the temple 
until the decreed destruction 
is poured out on the desolator. 
CSB



God’s 
work in 
history

His 
presence
& word

God’s  
future 
plans

courtesy Norman Rockwell Trust



16 I heard, and I trembled within; 
my lips quivered at the sound. 
Rottenness entered my bones; 
I trembled where I stood. 
Now I must quietly wait for the day of distress 
to come against the people invading us. CSB

Habakkuk 3



16 Rottenness entered my bones; 
I trembled where I stood. 
Now I must quietly wait for the day of distress 
to come against the people invading us.

Hebrew: ַ֙חּו֙נָא ianuha = a very old word; to rest, settle 
down, root; to be a confederate or partner with 
someone in peace

Habakkuk 3
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Tim Hansel



I looked up the word ‘root.’ It means ‘to be or become 
firmly established, to plant or fix deeply,’ as in the 
earth. God is teaching me through all this to 
rediscover the substance of 
my strength and my song. 
Perhaps this is an unusual 
opportunity to discover who 
I really am. – Tim Hansel, 
Just Gotta’ Keep Dancin’

courtesy Tom Unger



16 Rottenness entered my bones; 
I trembled where I stood. 
Now I must quietly wait for the day of distress 
to come against the people invading us.

Hebrew: ַ֙חּו֙נָא ianuha = a very old word; to rest, settle 
down, root; to be a confederate or partner with 
someone in peace

Habakkuk 3



Let me use disappointment as material for patience.
Let me use success as material for thankfulness.
Let me use trouble as material for perseverance.
Let me use danger as material for courage.
Let me use reproach as material for long suffering.
Let me use praise as material for humility.
Let me use pleasures as material for temperance.

Let me use pain as material for endurance.
– John Baillie, A Diary of Private Prayer

courtesy John Dominis/LIFE



17 Though the fig tree does not bud 
and there is no fruit on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
and the fields produce no food, 
though the flocks disappear from the pen 
and there are no herds in the stalls, 
18 yet I will celebrate in the LORD; 
I will rejoice in the God of my salvation! 

Habakkuk 3



19 The LORD my Lord is my strength; 
he makes my feet like those of a deer 
and enables me to walk on mountain heights! 

For the choir director: on stringed instruments. CSB

Habakkuk 3
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This is great! 
I love hiking!



How great the difference in the opening and the closing 
of the burden of Habakkuk! He begins as a man 
bewildered and confused, who is filled with questions 
and perplexities; he closes as one who has found the 

answer to all his questions, and the satisfying 
portion of his soul in God Himself. This is most 
blessed. – H.A. Ironside, The Minor Prophets

courtesy DTS



18 yet I will celebrate 
in the LORD; 

I will rejoice in the 
God of my salvation! 

Habakkuk 3



5 For his anger lasts only a moment, 
but his favor, a lifetime. 
Weeping may stay overnight, 
but there is joy in the morning. 
11 You turned my lament into dancing; 
you removed my sackcloth 
and clothed me with gladness CSB

Psalm 30



The joy which I began to discover was radically different 
from the kind of joy (i.e., happiness) I’d known before. 
Above all else, this joy did not depend on circumstances. 
In fact, it was cited most frequently in Scripture as being 
in spite of circumstances, as in Habakkuk 3:17-19. I 
realized that though the difficulties were undeniably real 
and would remain so for the rest of this life, I had the 
opportunity to choose a new freedom and joy because 
God gives [restoration]. – Tim Hansel, You Gotta Keep 
Dancin’



Here in lies the crux. God is there all along. His plan has 
been there. His justice has been there. Brilliantly for us, 
His mercy has been there. The thing that is variable is us. 
Are we going to take this opportunity to choose to take 
this opportunity? It really is that simple. Choose joy and 
freedom offered in believing in our glorious and good 
God who made a way through His son! – Cindy Sharp



19 The LORD my Lord is my strength; 
he makes my feet like those of a deer 
and enables me to walk on mountain heights! 

For the choir director: on stringed instruments. CSB

Habakkuk 3



Gideon destroys the high place
Martin van Heemskerk

1561

High Country Buck
Sue Wallis

2014

hind’s feet on high places



God [is] bigger than your problems. Don’t go on and 
on moaning about how terrible your situation is and 
begging God for His help. Instead go on and on about 
how wonderful God is and express confidence 
in His ability to help you. – Steven Mosley, 
If Only God Would Answer

courtesy Steven Mosley



17 Though the fig tree does not bud 
and there is no fruit on the vines, 
though the olive crop fails 
and the fields produce no food, 
though the flocks disappear from the pen 
and there are no herds in the stalls, 
18 yet I will celebrate in the LORD; 
I will rejoice in the God of my salvation! 

Habakkuk 3



19 The LORD my Lord is my strength; 
he makes my feet like those of a deer 
and enables me to walk on mountain heights! 

For the choir director: on stringed instruments. CSB

Habakkuk 3





5 as I directed you, appoint elders in every town. CSB

• Potential Elders are continually discussed among the 
active board and with the Elders emeritus.
• Those with oversight ability [episkopos] are examined 

further.
• When an opening is coming, candidates are invited in 

for 6 months of interviews to check fitness [according 
to 1 Tim 3 & Ti 1] and fit with the board.
• Successful candidates are presented to the body for 3 

weeks of input. 

Titus 1



Thomas Campbell Jerome Lackey

You can access bios on the FBC website.


