




• Pastor Wayne, my teacher only likes girls...boys are 
always assumed to be bad. Will I ever have a 

teacher who likes boys?
• The bully at school gets everyone to laugh at me 

and he does it where the adults don’t notice; worst 
of all, no one stands up for me. When will I be big 
enough to stop it?



Wayne, the judgment went our way. Again. But we 
still can’t seem to collect a single dollar of the 

millions we are owed. The judge held [the other 
company] in contempt and said they must pay. But 

when? Judges speaking on our behalf is nice, but it 
doesn’t pay the bills. I am so frustrated that I am 
crying out to God about my anger in all this. Sorry, 

I’m sure that’s immature.
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Habakkuk
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1. Is God God; i.e., is He truly sovereign? 
2. Is He at work; i.e., is He good at His job?

3. Is God working good? 

the great questions



Habakkuk
James Tissot
1896
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Habakkuk
Gian Lorenzo Bernini
1656-61
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what we see actual microscopic structure



4 Look, his ego is inflated; 
he is without integrity. 
But the righteous one will live by his faith. 
5 Moreover, wine betrays; 
an arrogant man is never at rest. 
He enlarges his appetite like Sheol, 
and like Death he is never satisfied. 
He gathers all the nations to himself; 
he collects all the peoples for himself. 

Habakkuk 2

Habakkuk

N
ah

M
ic

Jonah

Am
os

Zep

Hag

Zech

M
al



6 Won’t all of these take up a taunt against him, 
with mockery and riddles about him? 

They will say: 
“Woe to him who amasses what is not his—

how much longer?—
and loads himself with goods taken in pledge.” 
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7 Won’t your creditors suddenly arise, 
and those who disturb you wake up? 

Then you will become spoil for them. 
8 Since you have plundered many nations, 

all the peoples who remain will plunder you—
because of human bloodshed 
and violence against lands, cities, 

and all who live in them. CSB
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7 Won’t your creditors 
suddenly arise, 

and those who disturb you 
wake up? 

Then you will become spoil 
for them. 
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5 Moreover, wine betrays; 
an arrogant man is never at rest. 
He enlarges his appetite like Sheol, 
and like Death he is never satisfied. 
He gathers all the nations to himself; 
he collects all the peoples for himself.

record of a Babylonian 
grape & barley harvest
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6 Won’t all of these take up a taunt against him, 
with mockery and riddles about him? 

They will say: 
“Woe to him who amasses what is not his—

how much longer?—
and loads himself with goods taken in pledge.”

Hebrew: לָׁשָמ imasal = sing-song 
parables that teach moral lessons
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courtesy americanconsequences

“What color lambo you buying?” Chris Garcia texted 
his friends Mike Norkin and Alex Ela, joking about 

market riches delivering six-figure Lamborghini sports 
cars. By the beginning of the year, all three friends 

were amplifying their bets using 
margin loans, money they borrowed 
from Robinhood to buy more securities. 



© Damon Casarez

Over eight months, Mr. Ela, 30, poured his savings and 
big chunks of his pay into the market, about $30,000 in 
all. Mr. Norkin, who has three young children, invested a 
similar amount. Mr. Garcia, a new father, funded his 
account with $4,500 in savings and pandemic stimulus 

checks. It seemed like they 
couldn’t lose. – Rachel Louise 
Ensign, “Robinhood, Three 
Friends and the Fortune That Got 
Away”
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6 Won’t all of these take up a taunt against him, 
with mockery and riddles about him? 

They will say: 
“Woe to him who amasses what is not his—

how much longer?—
and loads himself with goods taken in pledge.”
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9 Woe to him who dishonestly makes 
wealth for his house 
to place his nest on high, 
to escape the grasp of disaster! 
10 You have planned shame for your house 
by wiping out many peoples 
and sinning against your own self. 
11 For the stones will cry out from the wall, 
and the rafters will answer them 
from the woodwork. CSB
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11 For the stones
will cry out from the 

wall, and the rafters 
will answer them 

from the 
woodwork. CSB
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Belshazzar’s feast
John Martin
1821 courtesy Yale Center



Belshazzar’s feast
Rembrandt
ca.1636
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9 Woe to him who dishonestly makes 
wealth for his house 
to place his nest on high, 
to escape the grasp of disaster! 
10 You have planned shame for your house 
by wiping out many peoples 
and sinning against your own self. 
11 For the stones will cry out from the wall, 
and the rafters will answer them 
from the woodwork. CSB
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12 Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed 
and founds a town with injustice! 
13 Is it not from the LORD of Armies 
that the peoples labor only to fuel the fire 

and countries exhaust themselves for nothing? 
14 For the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of the LORD’s glory, 

as the water covers the sea. CSB
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12 Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed 
and founds a town with injustice! 

Q. What do rape, abortion, child abuse, robbery, 

slavery, manipulative contracts, and confiscatory 
taxation have in common? 
A. They are attempts to establish something you want 

through unjust treatment of others.
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13 Be sure of this! The LORD who commands armies 
has decreed: 

The nations’ efforts will go up in smoke; 
their exhausting work will be for nothing. NET
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14 For the earth 
will be filled 

with the knowledge 
of the LORD’s glory, 

as the water covers 
the sea. CSB

Habakkuk 2



courtesy Oklahoma State University



courtesy Army Corps of Engineers



courtesy lakehomesusa



courtesy lakehomesusa

14 For the earth will 
be filled with the 

knowledge of the 
LORD’s glory, as the 

water covers the 
sea. CSB

See also Isaiah 6:3 
and Psalm 72:19.
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15 Woe to him who gives his neighbors drink, 
pouring out your wrath 
and even making them drunk, 
in order to look at their nakedness! 
16 You will be filled with disgrace instead of glory. 
You also—drink, 
and expose your uncircumcision! 
The cup in the LORD’s right hand 
will come around to you, 
and utter disgrace will cover your glory. 
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17 For your violence against Lebanon 
will overwhelm you; 

the destruction of animals will terrify you 
because of your human bloodshed and violence 

against lands, cities, and all who live in them. CSB



courtesy open library

The Mongols are the 
only people I have 
found who matched the 
Babylonians for making 
fun of their enemies. 



courtesy Le Louvre

Light cavalry of the 
Mongol Golden Horde 

crosses the frozen 
Danube, 1241 A.D. 
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Sack of Suzdal
unknown
ca. 1238



courtesy Chronica Hungarorum

Mongol slaughter of 
the Hungarians
Johannes de Thurocz
ca. 1488



16 You will be filled with disgrace instead of glory. 
You also—drink, and expose your uncircumcision! 
The cup in the LORD’s right hand 
will come around to you, 
and utter disgrace will cover your glory. 
17 For your violence against Lebanon 
will overwhelm you; 
the destruction of animals will terrify you 
because of your human bloodshed and violence 
against lands, cities, and all who live in them. CSB
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Start of the ‘1000 
year Republic’

Only ruins today (left 
as a stark reminder)
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How Long, O Lord 
(The Battle on the 
Ice, 5 April 1242) 
Sergei Rubtsov
1994
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Goliath House
Melchior Bocksburger
1573
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David and Goliath
Tanzio de Varallo

1625



12 Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed
and founds a town with injustice! 

17 For your violence against Lebanon 

will overwhelm you; 
the destruction of animals will terrify you 
because of your human bloodshed and violence 

against lands, cities, and all who live in them. CSB
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Survival of the fittest. 
Their army is 
stronger. They 
erected high walls of 
injustice. Hooray! The 
species will survive.
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18 What use is a carved idol 
after its craftsman carves it? 

It is only a cast image, a teacher of lies. 
For the one who crafts its shape trusts in it 

and makes worthless idols that cannot speak. 



19 Woe to him who says to wood: Wake up! 
or to mute stone: Come alive! 

Can it teach? 
Look! It may be plated with gold and silver, 

yet there is no breath in it at all. 
20 But the LORD is in his holy temple; 
let the whole earth 

be silent in his presence. CSB
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18 What use is a carved idol 
after its craftsman carves it? 
It is only a cast image, a teacher of lies. 
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and makes worthless idols that cannot speak. 
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Look! It may be plated with gold and silver, 
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Built into the fabric of God’s justice are 
judgments on:

Prideful ambition
False security

Violence
Bullying
Idolatry

courtesy bstfsabrics

The woes reveal the Lord as God working good.



Yes! Yes! Yes! Built into the fabric of God’s 
justice are judgments on: Prideful ambition, 

False security, Violence, Bullying, & Idolatry.

1. Is God God; i.e., is He truly sovereign? 
2. Is He at work; i.e., is He good at His job?

3. Is God working good? 

The woes reveal the Lord as God working good.



Habakkuk was in a situation very similar to my own: 
his homeland was in a state of unprecedented crisis, 

and he was crying out to God in confusion and 
frustration and grief. He wanted answers, and more 

importantly, he wanted God to deliver His goodness 
into Habakkuk’s life – but only if God’s plan aligned 
with his own…Eventually, Habakkuk came around –

and so did I. 



Through God’s patience and grace, we both came to a 
very important conclusion, one that all must come to if 
we want to find peace in this world: sometimes the 
reality of God’s goodness doesn’t perfectly fit into our 
idea of goodness, and that’s okay. In fact, it’s fantastic 
because the goodness that God has in store for His 
children is infinitely more wonderful than anything we 
could conceive on our own. – Reagan Rodgers, 
“Silver Linings” 

courtesy Trinity Christian Academy



1 A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk.
According to Shigionoth.
2 LORD, I have heard the report about you; 
LORD, I stand in awe of your deeds. 

Revive your work in these years; 
make it known in these years. 
In your wrath remember mercy! CSB
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1 A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk. 
According to Shigionoth.

Hebrew◌ִ ׃תֹוֹֽניְג shigionoth = almost surely a musical 

notation, only used in one other place – Psalm 7; 
comes from an old term for something rattling to and 
fro before finally settling into place. 
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courtesy Topkapi Palace Library

Batu Khan
Rashid al-Din
1307

How do you 
know Habakkuk 

is changed?



1 A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk.
According to Shigionoth.
2 LORD, I have heard the report about you; 
LORD, I stand in awe of your deeds. 

Revive your work in these years; 
make it known in these years. 
In your wrath remember mercy! CSB
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Mercy Wrath



Habakkuk
James Tissot
1896



courtesy mandatory



Built into the fabric of God’s justice are 
judgments on:

Prideful ambition
False security

Violence
Bullying
Idolatry
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The woes reveal the Lord as God working good.



2 LORD, I have heard the report about you; 
LORD, I stand in awe of your deeds. 

Revive your work in these years; 
make it known in these years. 

In your wrath remember mercy!
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It is God’s supreme commitment to uphold and 
display the full range of his glory through the 

sovereign demonstration of all his perfections, 
including wrath and mercy. 

– John Piper, The Pleasures of God

courtesy Desiring God



1 A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk.
According to Shigionoth.
2 LORD, I have heard the report about you; 
LORD, I stand in awe of your deeds. 

Revive your work in these years; 
make it known in these years. 
In your wrath remember mercy! CSB
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God is 
good.

All the 
time!
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God is 
God.

God works 
good!



1 A prayer of the prophet Habakkuk. 
According to Shigionoth.

Hebrew◌ִ ׃תֹוֹֽניְג shigionoth = almost surely a musical 

notation, only used in one other place – Psalm 7; 
comes from an old term for something rattling to and 
fro before finally settling into place. 
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