






King Herod (called the 
Great) – an Idumean, 
in Hebrew, his name 
sounds like “one 
always afraid.”

Jeshua (called Jesus) –
a Jewish baby, his 
name comes from the 
hero Joshua, meaning 
“God saves.”



courtesy British Museum; wikimedia

King Herod 
orders the 
massacre of 
the innocents
Winchester 
Psalter
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Good 
Shepherd
Mausoleum of 
Galla Placidia
A.D. 425 





5 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab, 
Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth, 
Obed fathered Jesse, 
6 and Jesse fathered King David. 
CSB

Rahab
Sarah Beth Baca
2020

Matthew 1

I will say it, “unexpected staying power is a family tradition.”



20 So the troops shouted, and the rams’ horns 
sounded. When they heard the blast of the ram’s 
horns, the troops gave a great shout, and the wall 
collapsed. The troops advanced into the city, each 
man straight ahead, and they captured the city. 
21 They completely destroyed everything in the city 
with the sword—every man and woman, both young 
and old, and every ox, sheep, and donkey. 
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22 Joshua said to the two men who had scouted the 
land, “Go to the prostitute’s house and bring the 
woman out of there, and all who are with her, just as 
you swore to her.” 23 So the young men who had 
scouted went in and brought out Rahab and her 
father, mother, brothers, and all who belonged to 
her. They brought out her whole family and settled 
them outside the camp of Israel. 
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24 They burned the city and everything in it, but they 
put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and 
iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house. 
25 However, Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, her 
father’s family, and all who belonged to her, because 
she hid the messengers Joshua had sent to spy on 
Jericho, and she still lives in Israel today. 
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26 At that time Joshua imposed this curse: 
The man who undertakes 
the rebuilding of this city, Jericho, 
is cursed before the LORD. 
He will lay its foundation 
at the cost of his firstborn; 
he will finish its gates 
at the cost of his youngest. 

27 And the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread 
throughout the land. CSB

Joshua 6



Bam Persia © Yusuf; Rahab courtesy Biola 

the wall the woman



Looking down on collapsed 
section of the outer wall of 
Jericho – 20 feet of stone 
with built-in cisterns, grain 
storage, and some houses

courtesy Dept. of Classical and Near Eastern Archeology, Bryn Mawr College



courtesy Dept. of Classical and Near Eastern Archeology, Bryn Mawr College

Inner wall – baked 
clay 20’ high, 6’ thick, 
atop a steep 
embankment

Outer wall – topped 
by backed clay 6’ high



20 When they heard the blast of the ram’s horns, the 
troops gave a great shout, and the wall collapsed. The 
troops advanced into the city, each man straight ahead, 
and they captured the city.

Ramp 
formed by 
fallen outer wall 

Joshua 6



Joshua didn’t bring the walls down. Joshua’s soldiers 
never swung a hammer. His men never dislodged a 
brick. They never rammed a door or pried loose a 
stone. The shaking, quaking, rumbling, and tumbling 
of the thick, impervious walls? God did that for 
them. 

Max Lucado



What kind of warfare is this? 
Spiritual warfare. Every battle, ultimately, is a 
spiritual battle…Satan is not passive or fair. He is 
active and deceptive. He has designs and strategies. 
Consequently, we need a strategy as well. For that 
reason “though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
according to the flesh. For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal but mighty of God for pulling 
down strongholds. (2 Cor. 10:3-4)

Max Lucado



Just as Jericho was a stronghold in Canaan, we have 
strongholds in our lives. The apostle Paul used the 
term to describe a mind-set or attitude…The apostle 
defined a stronghold as an argument or high thing 
that “exalts itself against the knowledge of God.” 

(2 Cor. 10:5) It is a conviction, outlook, or 
belief that attempts to interfere with 
truth…a false premise that denies God’s 
promise. – Max Lucado, Glory Days

courtesy godtv



Stronghold premise Root problem
I can’t be forgiven. Guilt
Value = possessions. Materialism
I can’t forgive. Bitterness
I need to be in control. Insecurity/Pride
Acceptance is tied to excellence. Performance image



Stronghold premise Root problem
I can’t be forgiven. Guilt
Value = possessions. Materialism
I can’t forgive. Bitterness
I need to be in control. Insecurity/Pride
Acceptance is tied to excellence. Performance image

courtesy Shinedown



Stronghold premise Root problem God’s promise
I can’t be forgiven. Guilt Complete 

forgiveness in Christ
Value = possessions. Materialism Eternal rewards, 

not mere firewood
I can’t forgive. Bitterness You can forgive as 

you are forgiven
I need to be in control. Insecurity/Pride Lord is in control
Acceptance is tied Performance YHWH loves  
excellence. unconditionally

Based on work by Max Lucado.



31 What then shall we say to these things? 
If God is for us, who can stand against us? NKJV

Stronghold premise Root problem God’s promise
I can’t be forgiven. Guilt Forgiveness in Christ
Value = possessions. Materialism Eternal rewards
I can’t forgive. Bitterness You can forgive as forgiven
I need to be in control. Insecurity/Pride  The Lord is in control
Acceptance in excellence Performance God loves unconditionally

Romans 8



17 “But the city and everything in it are set apart to the 
LORD for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and 
everyone with her in the house will live, because she hid 
the messengers we sent. 19 For all the silver and gold, 
and the articles of bronze and iron, are dedicated to the 
LORD and must go into the LORD’s treasury.” CSB

Joshua 6



1)The peoples in Canaan knew that Abraham had 
purchased and developed the land and that it was 
promised to Abraham’s offspring through Isaac.

2)No other ancient conquering force offered complete 
acceptance. When invaded, the best outcome possible 
was slavery.

Canaanites offered freedom in YHWH, even though



• Normal sacrifices [many types of offerings] – given 
freely according to God’s general directions. They could 
be taken back any time before they were either burned 
or put in the tabernacle treasury. The human steward 
has all rights re: what & when to give.

• Something dedicated to God – set aside according to 
a specific & direct command of God. Such things 
must never be taken because the person never has 
any rights to the offering. 



21 They completely destroyed everything in the city 
with the sword—every man and woman, both young 
and old, and every ox, sheep, and donkey. 
24 They burned the city and everything in it, but they 
put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and 
iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house.

Joshua 6



24 They burned the city and 
everything in it, but they put the 
silver and gold and the articles of 
bronze and iron into the treasury of 
the LORD’s house.

Joshua 6

courtesy BAR 
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the wall

• Impregnable
• Yet falls
• Devoted to God in a 

negative sense
• Leaves a cursed legacy

26 At that time Joshua imposed this 
curse: 

The man who undertakes 
the rebuilding of this city, 

Jericho, 
is cursed before the LORD. 
He will lay its foundation 
at the cost of his firstborn; 
he will finish its gates 
at the cost of his youngest. CSB

Joshua 6



Moloch imagined
Bilasyzcki

2008



Ancient NE: earthquakes 
come from underground

Ancient Greece: they
come from the sea

Poseidon: Earthshaker © George O’Connor



First MOLOCH, horrid King besmear’d with blood
Of human sacrifice, and parents tears,
Though, for the noyse of Drums and Timbrels loud,
Their children’s cries unheard that passed through fire
To his grim Idol…
And black GEHENNA call’d, the Type of Hell.
– John Milton, Paradise Lost

John Milton, man of letters
John Hoskins

ca.1660



26 At that time Joshua imposed this curse: 
The man who undertakes the rebuilding of this city, Jericho, is 
cursed before the LORD. He will lay its foundation at the cost 
of his firstborn; he will finish its gates at the cost of his 
youngest. CSB

God-ordained prophecy: no one should rebuild Jericho’s 
defenses. People might live there, but if in the future 
someone resets the walls and gates, it will be a sign that he 
has engaged in pagan superstition and will kill his own 
children to protect his business. 

Joshua 6



courtesy Thomas Nelson 

Now, friends, surely 
no one would ever 

be that wicked!



33 Ahab…did more to anger the LORD God of Israel 
than all the kings of Israel who were before him.  
34 During his reign, Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho. At 
the cost of Abiram his firstborn, he laid its 
foundation, and at the cost of Segub his youngest, he 
finished its gates, according to the word of the LORD
he had spoken through Joshua son of Nun. CSB

1 Kings 16



courtesy thegrio



Letter sent to Wayne:
Pastor, abortion may be wrong, but you can’t speak 
against it as long as there is one needy child in the 
world. If you don’t completely solve all problems of 
childcare, then you cannot possibly stand against 
abortion. 



Letter sent to Wayne:
Abortion may be wrong, but you can’t speak against it as 
long as there is one needy child in the world. If you don’t 
completely solve all problems of childcare, then you 
cannot possibly stand against abortion. 
WB reply:
I love you but not your illogic. By that reasoning, we 
shouldn’t stop people from poking other’s eyes out. Until 
we can address every eye disease and eliminate any 
need for glasses, we must never prohibit eye-gouging. 



Bam Persia today © UNESCO

No matter how 
strong & 
invulnerable it may 
appear, any people 
that kills children 
to further its own 
ends will fall. And 
it will leave behind 
a cursed legacy.



the wall the woman

• Impregnable
• Yet falls
• Devoted to God in a 

negative sense
• Leaves a cursed 

legacy

Bam Persia today © UNESCO

• Prostitute
• Yet stands
• Set apart to God in a 

positive sense
• Leaves a blessed legacy



27 God chose things the world considers foolish in order to 
shame those who think they are wise. And he chose 
things that are powerless to shame those who are 
powerful. 28 God chose things despised by the world, 
things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to 
nothing what the world considers important. 29 As a result, 
no one can ever boast in the presence of God. 30 …Christ 
made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he 
freed us from sin. 31 Therefore, as the Scriptures say, “If 
you want to boast, boast only about the LORD.” NLT

1 Corinthians 1



15 Then she let them down by a 
rope through the window, since 
she lived in a house that was built 
into the wall of the city. CSB

Joshua 2

courtesy Jericho Excavation Fund 

The one standing section 
– as discovered in 1909



22 Joshua said to the two men who had scouted the 
land, “Go to the prostitute’s house and bring the 
woman out of there, and all who are with her, just as 
you swore to her.” 23 So the young men who had 
scouted went in and brought out Rahab and her 
father, mother, brothers, and all who belonged to 
her. They brought out her whole family and settled 
them outside the camp of Israel. 

Joshua 6



Rahab saves the 
messengers
Robert Flores
2014 



23 So the young men who had scouted went in and 
brought out Rahab and her father, mother, brothers, 
and all who belonged to her. They brought out her 
whole family and settled 
them outside the camp of 
Israel. 

Joshua 6

Rahab saved by the messengers
Robert Flores

2014 



Summary: Tien Pao is a boy 
caught up in war. The 
raping Japanese advance 
has separated Tien Pao 
from his family. He 
scrambles into the 
mountains to try and stay 
alive, joined only by his pig, 
“Glory of the Republic.”

© Maurice Sendak



An American Airman, Lieutenant Hamsun, is shot 
down. Tien Pao helps the wounded pilot get into a 
cave, where they avoid 
Japanese patrols. 
Providentially, they find 
Chinese guerillas, and the 
Lieutenant is taken to a 
US Army hospital. 

© Maurice Sendak



Tien Pao and Glory of the 
Republic are rewarded with a 
place in the Army Air Corps 
barracks. 60 airmen take care of 
them as one of their own. 

© Maurice Sendak

When millions perish, 
Tien Pao stands.



24 They burned the city and everything in it, but they 
put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and 
iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house. 
25 However, Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, her 
father’s family, and all who belonged to her, because 
she hid the messengers Joshua had sent to spy on 
Jericho, and she still lives in Israel today. 

Joshua 6



25 However, Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, her 
father’s family, and all who belonged to her, because 
she hid the messengers Joshua had sent to spy on 
Jericho, and she still lives in Israel today. 

Hebrew: היח ihyh = saving or rescuing 
someone and making sure they are 
set up to succeed; can be translated 
“flourished” 

Joshua 6

© Tribune CC



Lieutenant Hamsun gets out 
of the hospital and makes it 
his quest to find Tien Pao’s 
mother and/or father. Yes, 
that is akin to a needle in a 
haystack. The American 
uses a jeep and an aircraft 
to search with Tien Pao. 

© Maurice Sendak



© Maurice Sendak



Tien Pao’s mother looked and looked her gratitude 
at the lieutenant. “It is Tien Pao,” she softly told the 
lieutenant as if it were a wholly new and 
unbelievable thing. “It is Tien Pao.” And in her 
gratitude this timid, shy Chinese woman leaned 
forward and laid her hand on the lieutenant’s arm 
and talked to him in earnest Chinese, and the tears 
rolled unheeded down her cheeks.



“It is Tien Pao,” she said again. “And tomorrow and 
tomorrow and tomorrow – and all the days to come 
– there will still be my little son. And the house 
won’t be too empty and the anxious heart too full.” 
– Meindert De Jong, The House of Sixty Fathers



25 However, Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, her 
father’s family, and all who belonged to her, because 
she hid the messengers Joshua had sent to spy on 
Jericho, and she still lives in Israel today. 

Hebrew: היח ihyh = saving or rescuing 
someone and making sure they are 
set up to succeed; can be translated 
“flourished” 

Joshua 6

© Tribune CC



5 Salmon fathered
Boaz by Rahab

Matthew 1



5 Salmon fathered
Boaz by Rahab, 

Boaz fathered Obed 
by Ruth, 

Obed fathered Jesse, 
6 and Jesse fathered 

King David. CSB

Matthew 1



30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after being 
marched around by the Israelites for seven days. 
31 By faith Rahab the prostitute welcomed the spies 
in peace and didn’t perish with those who 
disobeyed. 32 And what more can I say? Time is too 
short for me to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets CSB

Hebrews 11



30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after being marched 
around by the Israelites for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the 
prostitute welcomed the spies in peace and didn’t perish 
with those who disobeyed. 32 And what more can I say? 
Time is too short for me to tell about Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets CSB

Hebrews 11

courtesy greateststory; Sarah Baca 



24 You see that a person is justified by works and not 
by faith alone. 25 In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the 
prostitute also justified by works in receiving the 
messengers and sending them out by a different 
route? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so also faith without works is dead. CSB

James 2



1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ: To the twelve tribes dispersed abroad.
Greetings. CSB

James 1

Justification before God
• Is empowered by 

God’s grace
• Is activated by     

faith alone

Justification before people
• Is empowered by    

God’s grace
• Is activated by 

good works

Hebrew thought



24 You see that a person is justified by works and not 
by faith alone. 25 In the same way, wasn’t Rahab the 
prostitute also justified by works in receiving the 
messengers and sending them out by a different 
route? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so also faith without works is dead. CSB

James 2



Legends made with faith that’s strong
No time to bleed
I’m conquering
While I’m alive
I’ll push through the pain, I’ll run for the prize
– Korey & John Cooper “Legendary”

courtesy Skillet




