
Joy in Loving the Stranger    Leviticus 19
Wayne Braudrick     May 12, 2024
Life Change: We love the stranger as ourselves 

Walking through Milano with 4 blond children…  

Who are the ger?  Lev 19:33-34

The word ger (here rendered “alien”) occurs 92 times in the Hebrew Bible…and refers 
not to all foreigners, but only to one who has settled in the land for some time and has 
special legal status as a resident alien. Leviticus repeatedly commands that the רג be 
treated like the native born, even though he is still different. In this case, the command 
to “love him” is identical to the earlier command to love one’s neighbor. 
– John J. Collins, “Love Your Neighbor: How it Became the Golden Rule”

How does God say to act toward the ger?  Lev 19:34

This verse does not ground the command in ontology, in the creation of all human 
beings in the image of God. If it did, there would be no reason to distinguish between 
the ger and other kinds of foreigners. It is grounded in analogous experience and calls 
to mind the Golden Rule: one should treat others as one would wish to be treated 
oneself.  – Collins

HS GRADUATION SUNDAY
COLLEGE & BEYOND 
GRADUATION SUNDAY
friscobible.com/events

FB KIDS CAMP
JUNE 10TH-14TH

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

GOOD NEIGHBOR LABOR
APRIL 20TH
SUPPORT STUDENT SUMMER CAMP
friscobible.com/events

FOLD
APRIL 24TH  | 6:30 PM
childcare available with registration

How should one show love to citizens (and ger)?  19:9-18

Put aside special gifts for people in need

Do not steal

Practice no fraud

Use no personally advantageous financing or payment schemes

Value the disabled

Show no preferential treatment

No spreading slander

Refuse to do unsafe stunts

Hold no hatred, revenge or grudges

Speak truth in love

Apply it to our lives: 
We cannot find joy in loving strangers without seeing where we lack 
love

We must take steps to replace our weakness with health
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How dare you 
put such a strain 
on the economy!



courtesy americaninrome

Go back to 
Germany where 

you’re from!



Italian births per 1000 people = 6.8

Italian deaths per 1000 people = 12.0



Italian births per 1000 people = 6.8

Italian deaths per 1000 people = 12.0
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33 “When an alien resides with you in your land, you must not 
oppress him. 34 You will regard the alien who resides with you 
as the native-born among you. You are to love him as yourself, 
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the Lord [YHWH] 
your God.” 

Hebrew:גר lger = stranger; legal alien who chooses to live with 
Israel lawfully; ger could become a citizen

Leviticus 19 CSB
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The word ger (here rendered “alien”) occurs 92 times in the 
Hebrew Bible…and refers not to all foreigners, but only to one 
who has settled in the land for some time and has special legal 
status as a resident alien. Leviticus repeatedly commands that 
the גרbbe treated like the native born, even though he is still 
different. In this case, the command to “love him” is identical 
to the earlier command to love one’s neighbor. – John J. 
Collins, “Love Your Neighbor: How it Became the Golden Rule”

courtesy Yale; note: Dr. Collins should be read critically.



The ger are exactly 
like my missionary 
friends in Milano. 
They were legal 
aliens, paying all the 
taxes demanded of 
Italian citizens. They 
owned property, put 
down roots, and 
spoke Italian. 

courtesy pinterest
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33 “When an alien resides with you in your land, you must not 
oppress him. 34 You will regard the alien who resides with you 
as the native-born among you. You are to love him as yourself, 
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD [YHWH] 
your God.” 

    Only love the one who is much like you?
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Since the ger by definition is not an Israelite, kamokha [as yourself] here 
cannot have an adjectival force (the alien who is like you). The reason 
given for the command to love the alien is “for you were aliens in the 
land of Egypt,” (Exod 22:20; 23:9; Deut 10:19; 23:8). Kamokha then—
here and in verse 18—is adverbial, which is to say that it clarifies how 
one should love. This verse does not ground the command in ontology, 
in the creation of all human beings in the image of God. If it did, there 
would be no reason to distinguish between the ger and other kinds of 
foreigners. It is grounded in analogous experience and calls to mind the 
Golden Rule: one should treat others as one would wish to be treated 
oneself. – John J. Collins, “Love Your Neighbor: How it Became the 
Golden Rule” 

note: Dr. Collins should be read critically.



33 “When an alien resides with you in your land, you must not 
oppress him. 34 You will regard the alien who resides with you 
as the native-born among you. You are to love him as yourself, 
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD [YHWH] 
your God.” 

Two great mistakes keep us from finding joy in loving 
strangers:
• Assume they must be like us in order to be loved. 
• Pretend there is no difference between peoples.

Leviticus 19 CSB



And just how 
should one show 
the love to the 
fellow citizens? 

courtesy milanomensstyles



9 When you reap the harvest of your land, you are not to reap 
to the very edge of your field or gather the gleanings of your 
harvest. 10 Do not strip your vineyard bare or gather its fallen 
grapes. Leave them for the poor and the resident alien; I am 
the LORD your God. 
11 Do not steal. Do not act deceptively or lie to one another. 
12 Do not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of 
your God; I am the LORD. 
13 Do not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages due a 
hired worker must not remain with you until morning. 

Leviticus 19 CSB



14 Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind, but you are to fear your God; I am the LORD. 15 Do not act 
unjustly when deciding a case. Do not be partial to the poor or 
give preference to the rich; judge your neighbor fairly. 16 Do 
not go about spreading slander among your people; do not 
jeopardize your neighbor’s life; I am the LORD. 17 Do not harbor 
hatred against your brother. Rebuke your neighbor directly, 
and you will not incur guilt because of him. 18 Do not take 
revenge or bear a grudge against members of your community, 
but love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. 

Leviticus 19 CSB



9 When you reap the harvest of your land, you are not to reap 
to the very edge of your field or gather the gleanings of your 
harvest. 10 Do not strip your vineyard bare or gather its fallen 
grapes. Leave them for the 
poor and the resident alien; 
I am the LORD your God. 

#1 – Put aside special gifts 
for people in need.

Leviticus 19 CSB

Ruth Gleaning
James Tissot, 1895



11 Do not steal.

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal. 

Leviticus 19 CSB

courtesy amazon



11 Do not steal. Do not act deceptively or lie to one another. 
12 Do not swear falsely by my name, profaning the name of 
your God; I am the LORD

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.

Leviticus 19 CSB
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courtesy SWNS/Mirror

This now-dustbin-on-wheels belonged to my 19-year-old son, 
who now has a new car. I can only apologise for the state of it, 
the passenger side has a large dent on it where my son tried to 
climb the corner of my house...The clutch is now slipping but 
he did not know this, as loud music [kept him] from hearing it. 
He just wondered why it took him longer to get up a hill!!! 
   Surprisingly the electric windows still work 
   well, considering the amount of times they go 
   up and down calling to his mates, and banter 
   with the passing girls…



13 Do not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages due a 
hired worker must not remain with you until morning. 

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – Use no personally advantageous financing or payment 
schemes. 

Leviticus 19 CSB
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13 Do not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages due a hired 
worker must not remain with you until morning. 

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing or payment schemes.
 

Today, this is seen in things like payday loans, high interest rates, 
and inflation fueled by governments printing too much money & 
devaluing currency.

Leviticus 19 CSB



14 Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind, but you are to fear your God; I am the LORD.

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – Use no personally advantageous financing or payment 
schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 

Leviticus 19 CSB



Tangled among creeping vines
Mangled within sleeping minds
Dreaming endless possibilities
Seeming senseless inabilities
Confusion sweeps the pallid facade
Aside and awry, left in the lurch
A second's eternity, in the eyes of God
Faithful yet faceless as crows perch
– Mike Braudrick, “Confusion and Sorrow”

courtesy deviantart



14 Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind, but you are to fear your God; I am the LORD.

Hebrew:קלל iqll = make light of something or someone; to 
slight; linguistic opposite of kbd which describes making 
something or someone heavy, as in loading them with honor 
and gravitas

Leviticus 19 CSB



14 Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the 
blind, but you are to fear your God; I am the LORD.

Hebrew:  ;iqll = make light of something or someone; to slight קלל
linguistic opposite of kbd which describes making something or 
someone heavy, as in loading them with honor and gravitas

3 I will bless those who bless you, I will curse anyone who treats 
you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.

Leviticus 19 CSB

Genesis 12 CSB



• They are not disabled because of “karma.” John 9:1-3.
• It is not a curse. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.
• Disability is not purposeless. 2 Cor. 12:7-10.

Jesus chose to flash His credentials as Messiah 
through ministry to disabled people, possibly 
because a disability magnifies God’s grace. 
From our wheelchairs we get to prove how 
great and how trustworthy God is. – Joni 
Eareckson Tada, conversation with WB

courtesy joni&friends



God’s word re: the disabled
• They are not disabled because of “karma.” John 9:1-3.
• It is not a curse. 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.
• Disability is not purposeless. 2 Cor. 12:7-10.
• Their value is intrinsic. Matthew 10:30.
• As appropriate, they should be touched. Matthew 8:1-3. 
• As able, they should be involved. Romans 12:3-8. 
• Do not lie about being disabled. Malachi 3:5.

All slides are available at www.friscobible.com.



courtesy travelpro; westernjournalism

I’m not really disabled; 
just gaming the system.
I’m not really disabled; 
just gaming the system.



5 “I will come to you in judgment, and I will be ready to 
witness against sorcerers and adulterers; against those who 
swear falsely; against those who oppress the hired worker, the 
widow, and the fatherless; and against those who deny justice 
to the resident alien. They do not fear me,” says the LORD of 
Armies.

Malachi 3 CSB



15 Do not act unjustly when deciding a case. Do not be partial 
to the poor or give preference to the rich; judge your neighbor 
fairly.

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 
#6 – Show no partiality to poor or wealthy. 

Leviticus 19 CSB



He reasoned that it was bad for us, because he knew we’d get 
preferential treatment because of white guilt. He also said it 
was bad for society because preferential treatment destroys 
integrated community. 





16 Do not go about spreading slander among your people

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 
#6 – Show no partiality to poor or wealthy. 
#7 – No spreading slander.

Leviticus 19 CSB



$787 million 
settlement



Habit

courtesy midaspr



$787 million 
settlement

courtesy lighthousevisionary

How dare you use 
that example!



16 do not jeopardize your neighbor’s life; I am the LORD. 

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 
#6 – Show no partiality to poor or wealthy. 
#7 – No slander.
#8 – Refuse to do unsafe stunts.

Leviticus 19 CSB

© Simon McGill



17 Do not harbor hatred against your brother…18 Do not take revenge or 
bear a grudge against members of your community

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 
#6 – Show no partiality to poor or wealthy. 
#7 – No slander.
#8 – Refuse to do unsafe stunts.
#9 – Hold no hatred, revenge, or grudges.

Leviticus 19 CSB



January 28, 1937 City Council meeting Lodz, Poland (city of 700,000)

Dr. Isaac Lewin, Councilman: [There are] terrible things 
happening on the streets of Lodz. [a 23 year-old Jew had been 
stabbed to death that day.] 

Councilman Kowalski: Bravo, bravo!  
“noise in the hall.” 
Councilman Czernik: I am ready to kill hundreds of you in one 
hour. 

Council President: Order. Order!

Isaac Lewin courtesy Nathan Lewin



January 28, 1937 City Council meeting Lodz, Poland (city of 700,000)

Councilman Lewin: The City Council should appeal to the 
citizens that peace be restored. The City Council should teach 
the population the lesson of peace and call upon all 
inhabitants to live in peace.

Councilman Schweidler: In Palestine, you can speak of peace!
Councilman Lewin: We are proud of Palestine, and you do not 
have the right to tell us what we should do in Palestine.

Councilman Kowalski [pounding his desk]: Go to Palestine!



Is today’s “Go to Poland” truly different from the “Go to Palestine” 
abusively hurled at my father? Czernik’s sadistic 1937 dream of killing 
hundreds of Jews in one hour was realized with the Holocaust and 
repeated with the Oct. 7 massacre. But the sliver of land between the 
Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea that my father’s Jew-hating 
colleagues then called “Palestine” is very different today. Israel 
preserves the rights of all residents, whether or not they are Jewish, 
against vicious assaults. The embattled democracy seeks only—as my 
father urged—to live in peace. – Nathan Lewin, “Go Back to Poland” 



17 Do not harbor hatred against your brother. Rebuke your 
neighbor directly, and you will not incur guilt because of him. 
18 Do not take revenge or bear a grudge against members of 
your community, but love your neighbor as yourself; I am the 
LORD.

Leviticus 19 CSB



17  Rebuke your neighbor directly, and you will not incur guilt because of 
him. 
#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 
#6 – Show no partiality to poor or wealthy. 
#7 – No slander.
#8 – Refuse to do unsafe stunts.
#9 – Hold no hatred, revenge, or grudges.
#10 – Speak truth in love.

Leviticus 19 CSB
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courtesy D Magazine; williamsburg

You come do my 
house now.

Sorry, I have hurry 
to another.



courtesy D Magazine; williamsburg

You come do my 
house now.

Sorry, I have hurry 
to another.

Why? I am the 
important one, 
and you should 
serve me, now.



17  Rebuke your neighbor directly, and you will not incur guilt because of 
him. 
#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 
#6 – Show no partiality to poor or wealthy. 
#7 – No slander.
#8 – Refuse to do unsafe stunts.
#9 – Hold no hatred, revenge, or grudges.
#10 – Speak truth in love.

Leviticus 19 CSB



18 Love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD. 34 You will regard the 
alien who resides with you as the native-born among you. You are to 
love him as yourself…I am the LORD [YHWH] your God.” 

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled.   #6 – Show no partiality. 
#7 – No slander.    #8 – Refuse to do unsafe stunts.
#9 – Hold no hatred, revenge, or grudges. #10 – Speak truth in love.

Leviticus 19 CSB



34 You will regard the alien who resides with you as the native-born 
among you. You are to love him as yourself…I am the LORD [YHWH] your 
God.”
#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.   #3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 
#6 – Show no partiality.
#7 – No slander.
#8 – Refuse to do unsafe stunts.
#9 – Hold no hatred, revenge, or grudges.
#10 – Speak truth in love.

Leviticus 19 CSB

courtesy storyblocks



18 Love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.

#1 – Put aside special gifts for people in need.
#2 – Do not steal.
#3 – Practice no fraud.
#4 – No personally advantageous financing/payment schemes. 
#5 – Value the disabled. 
#6 – Show no partiality.
#7 – No slander.
#8 – Refuse to do unsafe stunts.
#9 – Hold no hatred, revenge, or grudges.
#10 – Speak truth in love.

Leviticus 19 CSB



The only thing I 
dislike about 

Frisco are all the 
Indians.



18 Love your neighbor 
as yourself; I am the LORD.
34 You will regard the alien

 who resides with you as the 
native-born among you. You 
are to love him as yourself

…I am the LORD 
your God.

Leviticus 19 CSB



18 love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.

God is God. 
I don’t need to settle every problem or change the world.
I just need to obey the one who is actually in charge. Then, 
grudges begin to dissipate, and preferential treatment becomes 
absurd.

Leviticus 19 CSB



18 love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.

Hebrew:יהוה iYHWH = the covenant name God grants in 
relationship with humans

Leviticus 19 CSB
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