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U.S. Teens are 
“incredibly 
inarticulate 
about their 

faith…”





Students leave 
faith behind  
because of 
“intellectual 
skepticism 

and doubt.”



“Some stuff is too far-fetched 
for me to believe.”

“It didn’t make any 
sense anymore.”

“I think scientifically and 
there is no real proof.”

“Too many questions 
that can’t be answered.”



Uninformed, 
inarticulate, 

Christian youth

Aggressive, 
hostile secular 

culture
+ = ???
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“I’m not a pastor nor in ministry.  I’m a 53 year 
old dad whose 25 year-old son, my best friend, 
told me 2 years ago he didn’t believe in God 
anymore. That conversation changed my life. 

This same kid grew up in a Christian home, 
Christian school, vibrant church, fantastic 
youth group and went on more than 10 

impactful mission trips at home and 
abroad.  How could this have happened?  We 

are not immune here in the Bible Belt.”



”Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength. These commandments 

that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on 

the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.”

Deuteronomy 6:5-9



Matthew 22:37

“Love the Lord 
your God with all 
your heart and 

with all your soul 
and with all your 

mind.”
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Romans 12:2

“Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed



Romans 12:2

“Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your mind.”



“Today, by contrast, we commonly 
depend upon the emotional pull of 

stories and images to ‘move’ 
people. We fail to understand that, 

in the very nature of the human 
mind, emotion does not reliably 

generate belief or faith, if it 
generates it at all. Not even ‘seeing’ 
does, unless you know what you are 

seeing. It is understanding, insight, 
that generates belief. In vain do we 

try to change peoples’ heart or 
character by ‘moving’ them to do 

things in ways that bypass their 
understanding.”

Dallas Willard
Professor of Philosophy, 
University of Southern California
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STEP 1:  TEACH THE WHAT

STEP 2:  TEACH THE WHY

STEP 3:  TEACH THE HOW-TO



#1:  Teach the What

THEOLOGY



God is…



God is…
Self-existent
Immutable
Eternal

Omnipresent
Unity
Spiritual
Invisibility
Omniscience
Wisdom

Truthfulness
Goodness
Love
Mercy
Holiness
Peace

Righteousness
Jealousy
Wrath

Will
Freedom

Omnipotence
Perfection
Blessedness
Beauty
Glory





“He who often thinks of God, will have a 
larger mind than the man who simply plods 

around this narrow globe…the most 
excellent study for expanding the soul, is the 
science of Christ, and him crucified, and the 
knowledge of the Godhead in the glorious 
Trinity. Nothing will so enlarge the intellect, 

nothing so magnify the whole soul of man, as 
a devout, earnest, continued investigation of 

the great subject of the Deity.”



“Queen of the Sciences”
Theology



“Queen of the Sciences”
Theology

University
Unity + Diversity



STEP 1:  Teach the What

READREADREAD



STEP 1:  Teach the What

SING SING SING



STEP 1:  Teach the What

MEMORIZE

Apostles’ Creed Nicene Creed
Attributes of God ScriptureLord’s Prayer 10 Commandments



STEP 1:  Teach the What

CATECHIZE

Q: Who made you?
A: God
Q: What else did God make?
A: God made all things.

Q: Why did God make all things?
A: For His own glory.



STEP 2:  Teach the Why

Ask them 
questions first



STEP 2:  Teach the Why

Ask them 

Let them ask 
questions first

their questions



“…but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as 

holy, always being 
prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; 

yet do it with gentleness 
and respect…”

1 PETER 3:15



“…but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as 

holy, always being 
prepared to make a 

defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; 

yet do it with gentleness 
and respect…”

1 PETER 3:15

“defense”
= apologia
APOLOGETICS



“Get it out of the classroom 
and into real life.”

STEP 3:  Teach the How-To



APOLOGETICS IE

BIBLICAL IE

WORLDVIEW IE



Morrill Hall, 
University of Nebraska







There is not a square inch in the 
whole domain of our human 

existence over which Christ, who is 
Sovereign over all, does not cry, 

“MINE!”



KNOW TRUTH  |  PURSUE GOODNESS  |  CREATE BEAUTY
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Get your kids off the sidelines…

…and into the game.

PASSION



Get your kids off the sidelines…

…and into the game.




