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1 Peter 2:20-21 – 20 For what credit is there if when
you do wrong and are beaten, you endure it? But
when you do what is good and suffer, if you endure it,
this brings favor with God. 21 For you were called to
this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, that you should follow in his steps.
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“Sir, you are the 
greatest athlete 
in the world.”



Peter’s Goal

Prepare Christians for mistreatment at work and in the home.

• Under whose authority do you bristle and find it difficult to 
submit?

• Who do you struggle to serve or follow without resentment 
or unforgiveness? 

• With whom does being a Christian result in being disliked or 
misunderstood?



Q1: What Did Jesus Do?

1 Peter 2:21b-23 – 21 Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, that you should follow in his
steps. 22 He did not commit sin, and no deceit was
found in his mouth; 23when he was insulted, he did not
insult in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten
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Jesus suffered mistreatment sinlessly.



Q2: What Are We To Do?

1 Peter 2:24-25 – 24 He himself bore our sins in his
body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we
might live for righteousness. By his wounds you have
been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray
but you have now returned to the Shepherd and
Overseer of your souls.
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Slaves (2:18-20) – Serve even harsh masters with respect, while 
doing good work even when they’re no watching.

Wives (3:1-6) – 1 In the same way, wives, submit yourselves to
your own husbands so that, even if some disobey the
word they may be won over without a word by the way their
wives live 2 when they observe your pure reverent lives.
3Don’t let your beauty consist of outward things like elaborate
hairstyles and wearing gold jewelry or fine clothes 4 but rather
what is inside the heart the imperishable quality of a
gentle and quiet spirit which is of great worth in God’s sight...
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Slaves (2:18-20) – Serve even harsh masters with respect, while 
doing good work even when they’re no watching.

Wives (3:1-6) – Live with your unbelieving husband with purity, 
modesty and submission. 

Husbands (3:7) – Husbands, in the same way, live with your
wives in an understanding way, as with a weaker
partner, showing them honor as coheirs of the grace of life, so
that your prayers will not be hindered.

Context: harsh masters, disobedient husbands, weaker vessel
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All of you (3:8-9a) – 8 be like-minded and sympathetic, love
one another and be compassionate and humble 9 not paying
back evil for evil or insult for insult but on the contrary giving
a blessing…
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Slaves (2:18-20) – Serve even harsh masters with respect, while 
doing good work even when they’re no watching.

Wives (3:1-6) – Live with your unbelieving husband with purity, 
modesty and submission. 

Husbands (3:7) – Treat your (presumably unbelieving) wife with 
understanding. (Eph. 6 – Don’t provoke your children)

All of you (3:8-9) – Be like-minded, sympathetic, loving,
compassionate and humble. Don’t retaliate or revile, but bless.

Children (Eph. 6:1-3) – Obey parents from the heart (honor).



Q2: What Are We To Do?

Serve and Submit to… Harsh masters, disobedient
husbands, unbelieving wives, imperfect parents…

While being... respectful, pure, modest, submissive,
considerate, patient, loving, gentle, compassionate
and humble. Instead of retaliating or reviling, bless.

In short: We are to suffer mistreatment sinlessly.
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Q3: But, How?!

“How is that possible?! in our own strength, it’s
not! But Christians have a superpower!”

– Wayne Braudrick, on Matthew 5:44 – “…love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you.”



Undaunted!

God has not
given us a spirit

of fear, but one of
power, love and 
sound judgment. 

2 Timothy 1:7 



1 Peter 2:21 – Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, that you should follow in his steps.

“Example” comes from ὑπογραμμός (hupo-grammos), from
hupo (under) and grapho (write). To write from underneath.

Word Picture: To trace an outline or copy an image.
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“Whoever or wherever the 
Christian may be, the Lord’s 

words and the Lord’s ways 
must always be one’s guide.”

– Bruce Metzger 



TRUST 
GOD’S

JUDGEMENT 



1 Peter 2:23 – “…when he was insulted, he did not
insult in return; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but entrusted himself to the one who
judges justly.”



1 Peter 2:23 (CSB) – “…when he was insulted, he did
not insult in return; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but entrusted himself to the one who
judges justly.” (Also see 1 Pt. 4:19)

NLT – “He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges
fairly.”



Perhaps you have reason to be angry. Perhaps you
have been sinned against and the only appropriate
response is anger. Be comforted by this: Jesus is
angry alongside you. He joins you in your anger.
Indeed, he is angrier than you could ever he about
the wrong done to you. Your anger is just a shadow
of his. And his anger, unlike yours, has zero taint of
sin in it. As you consider those who have wronged
you, let Jesus be angry on your behalf. His anger
can be trusted. For it is an anger that springs from
his compassion for you.

– Dane Ortlund, Gentle & Lowly



Psalm 51:4 – “Against you—you alone—I have sinned
and done this evil in your sight. So, you are right
when you pass sentence; you are blameless when
you judge.”

David repenting of adultery and murder.



Romans 12:19 – Beloved, do not avenge yourselves,
but rather give place to wrath; for it is written.
“‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.”

See Deuteronomy 32



It would be a very hard thing for us to
be subjected to the will of the ungodly,
and not to have God caring for our
wrongs. There is no cause for the godly
to fear, as though they were without
any protection, for since it belongs to
God to defend them and to undertake
their cause, they will possess their
souls in patience.

– John Calvin



1 Peter 3:5-6 – 5 For in the past, the holy women who
put their hope in God also adorned themselves in
this way, submitting to their own husbands, 6 just as
Sarah obeyed Abraham calling him lord. You’ve
become her children when you do what’s good and
don’t fear any intimidation.



DESIRE 
GOD’S

BLESSING 



1 Peter 3:9b-12 – 9 …since you were called for this, so that
you may inherit a blessing. 10 For the one who wants to love
life and to see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil
and his lips from speaking deceit, 11 and let him turn
away from evil and do what is good. Let him seek peace and
pursue it, 12because the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous
and his ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord
is against those who do what is evil.



Romans 8:17 – …heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may
also be glorified with Him.

We are destined for both suffering and blessing!
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Which is more blessed? (Would you rather…?)

q Love life
q See good days
q Answered prayer

q Favor with God

q Put them in their place
q Get even
q Watch them eat 

crow/humble pie
q Make them pay

or
or 
or

or



4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me and rescued me
from all my fears. 5 Those who look to him are radiant with
joy; their faces will never be ashamed. 6 This poor man
cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him from all his
troubles. 7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those
who fear him and rescues them. 8 Taste and see that
the Lord is good. How happy is the person who takes refuge
in him! 9 You who are his holy ones, fear the Lord, for those
who fear him lack nothing.

Psalm 34:4-17



10 Young lions lack food and go hungry, but those who seek
the Lord will not lack any good thing. 11 Come, children,
listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 12 Who is
someone who desires life, loving a long life to enjoy what is
good? 13 Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from
deceitful speech. 14 Turn away from evil and do what is
good; seek peace and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the Lord are
on the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry for help.
16 The face of the Lord is set against those who do what is
evil, to remove all memory of them from the earth.

Psalm 34:4-17



17 The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, and rescues
them from all their troubles.

Psalm 34:4-17


